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THE 

Editor^s Preface. 

IT mayj perhaps, be cxpcfted, by the 
Reader^ that fome Account fhould be 
prefixed to this Work, more than he 
will find in the Work itfelf, of the Motives 
for publilhing it; and fuch othet* Matters as 
Cuftom has made- the Subjeft of a Preface i 
and, in order to comply with the natural Cu-^ 
fiofity of this Countty, whfch is ftill explor- 
ing farther and farther into the Reasons of 
1 hings, and is hardly ever to be fatisfied, 
till it has fifired anAflPair to the very Bottom, 
I am going to acquaiht him, that, tho* Mr, 
Thomson has been fbrhe Years in England^ 
the eager Deiire, his numerous Friends and 
Acquamtance ftill O^preflTcd to hear him re* 
late his Adventures, grew quite troublefome 
to him i and, in hi? own Defence, he yielded 
to my prefling Sollicitatloris to digeft the 
various and uncommon Accidents that have 
chequered his Life^ into a Narrative that 
(houki at once eafe him of that Trouble of 
anfwering fuch Numbers of Queftions, as 
Were every Day put to him ; and at the 
feme Time I made Ufe of thp ^refaid Rea- 
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fdn to induce him to write, I urged the 
Benefit it might be of to Mankind, to behold 
a Pifture of human- Nature, as it really is, 
ftruggling amidft the War of the Paflions, 
that infpire the Bread, and, at length, thro* 
a Series of Temptations, getting the better 
of Vice, and adding to the Triumphs of Vir- 
tue and the Virtuous. Indeed, he began 
upon this Difcourfe, to think it his Duty to 
publifli his Adventures, for which he has 
well given his other Reafons in the Begin- 
ning of his Hiftory. Was my Author known 
as much to the Public in general, as he is by 
his particular Friends, the Veracity of all he 
has related of himfelf would never fall into 
Doubt. Perhaps the Kingdom cannot boaft 
a Man of more Worth, or more Honour ; 
and he lives a Blefling to the World, and the 
Joy and Comfort of his Relations and Friends : 
But need 1 enlarge on his Charaifter here, 
when he has fo well portrayed himfelf in the 
Book before me, and has given us a tho- 
rough Reprefentation of an honcft, upright 
Heart ? I know his Father, and have the 
greateft Veneration for the Son, who is a 
Gentleman of excellent Endowments ; and 
has joined, to a finifhed Education; all the 
Experience that falls to a Man's Lot, who 
has feen the^ World, and infpeded its Prin- 
ciples of Aftion on fo many various Occa- 
fipns. . I promifed him to revife and pub- 
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Ii(h his Performance *, and he infifted I ihould 
model it as I thought proper ; but, I muft 
own, I found it far fuperior to Correftion, 
and exceeding all my moil fanguine £x« 
peftations; and I ventured only upon two 
Alterations : He had wrote it as one con- 
tinued Narrative ; but for the Reader's 
greater Pleafu re, and the Benefit of his Memo- 
ry, I have divided it into Chapters, and add- 
ed Contents to each ; which 1 think, tho' a 
modern Way, is a Manner that is ufeful and 
pleafing ; and, as a celebrated Author fays, is 
like erefting fo many Baiting- places, or Inns, 
for the Traveller's Refrefhmcnt in hisPeregri* 
nations thro* our Work. The other Liberty I 
took was this, that tho' he had made ufe of real 
Names, I, knowing moft of the Peribns men« 
tioned, thought it was notfo eligible to fufier 
It to come Abroad in that Manner, and have 
changed many of the moft remarkable, or 
beft known Names, into fiditious ones, that 
are as expreffive, as any I could pitch upon, 
of the Characters of the Pcrfons they repre-. 
fcnt; and I have ufed the fame Freedom with 
the Names, of Places in England^ willing, as 
much as poffible, fo prevent any bad Ef- 
fects that might arife from the Opennefs and 
Sincerity of my Author ; and I have had the 
Pleafure to receive a Letter of Thanks ifrdhi 
him for my prudent Caution. Names fig* 
nify nothing, they are Faftsthat my Reader 
.A3 require^ 
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requires \ and the Refle<5Hons that natiitf:^ 
arife from certain Combinanioiis of Acci- 
dents of good and bad Fortune \ by which 
Inilruftion and Improvement is conveyed to 
the Mind. And now I am naturally led to 
fay ibmewhat of the Conftruftion and Mo- 
ral of the Piece before mc. The Life and 
JdvetUures of Jae ^bompfon is a Delineation 
of the Condition of unhappy Mortals, who 
are fubjeft to Misfortune, and the Aflaults of 
Vice; and) to attain any defirable End, mufl: 
wade thro* a Sea of Troubles from without, 
and of Struggles and Combats from within \ 
and my Aumor, not content with relating 
Things (imply, has deduced them from 
firft Principles^ and has endeavoured tQ 
make it appear, that Man is not born with 
any natural Turpitude inherent in him; 
and that it requires a long Habit of Vice 
and bad Company intirely to root out thofe 
Ideas of Religion and Virtue he is fupplied 
with by Nature, and a good and careful 
Educatioh \ nor, that once done, can an 
ingenuous Mind thus, for ever, be debafed, 
but will ri& again from the Rubbifli that 
furrounds it on every Side, again become 
found and reafonable. The fcvcral Epifodes 
that are interfperfed, here and there, as the 
Adventures of Mrs. Goitdwitl^ Mr. Primy Mr. 
Saris^ &c. have all of them fo vifible a good 
Tendency, that the Moral need not be ppint- 
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ed cttt y and the whole W^rk inay be faid 
to exhibit the Triomphd tf Virtue, all be* 
ni^ feiene^ and ammbk^ and the Defeats 
at Vice baneful, obnoxiou6s and ruinons, to 
Mankind both in Soul and Body^ I muft 
look upon my Author a fittte in aMther 
Light ^fo, with R^ard to die ReSeftions, 
Maxims and inftruSve Lefions, fcattered 
thro* every Pagt of bis Adventures. And 
here I mud own his Manner and Spirit charms 
me; and gives me lb high an Opinion of 
fads Sagacity and Good Senfe, that, tho' I 
ever hauj tbs greateft AiS&£tion for him, yet 
methinks, wfaieneVer t read thofe Breathings, 
fet ttie caU tbem, of a genett>U8 and noble 
Soid^ my ASc^m is heightened) to a pro- 
d^ioi^ Degree^ more than ev6f ; and I be- 
Iffive our Reader wiU admit with me, that 
they make tite Work a S)!ftm of Eibics and 
M^rnlity^ as much as it is an Hiftoi^, oi Se« 
ties of Adventures. 

The French^ who are noted for their nu- 
merous Lives and Memoirs^ have introduced 
the moft trifling and jejune Circiitliftances, 
that happen to a Man, therein, by which they 
have made that kind of Writing the Subjeft 
of Ridicule and Satire; but, fure, if, with 
proper Dignity and Decorum, the Tranfac- 
tions of a bufy Life are given to the World, 
it may be faid to become as ufeful, or more 
to than the moft ihining Examples exhibited 
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ID Perfpn, as it tnake$ a greater Impreflioft 
upon the Heart, and finks more deeply inta 
the Mind : And I muft fay this for our Coun- 
trymen, that they have given the World 
Works of this Nature, that faf furpafs the 
Produdtions of our Neighbours; and have in 
them all the eafy Flow and Politenefs of the 
French^ together with the nervous Strength 
and Fire of the Englijh. And I believe it 
will be admitted, without Difpute, that this 
brave Nation difplay, in their Hiftories and 
Biografhy^ a Manner and Sentiment peculiar 
to a free People, which can never be imi-- 
tated by the Slaves of defpotic Gcvernments. 
. The Language of my Author is beautiful 
and applicable to the Subject he treats of j 
common Events are related in familiar Words, 
but, when it is required, no one can rife into 
ipore apt and proper Strains, and in thofc 
you difcover the Man, and the genuine Caft 
and DiTpofition of his Soul. You have no 
uncouth and unnatural Flights of the falfe 
Sublime ; no diftorted Images are intro- 
duccd ; nor is the Fancy bewildered with 
far fetched Figures and crude Ideas, which 
never exifted any where but in the Brain of 
the Writec. 1 he whole Produftion is one 
even champaign Country ; and the verdant 
Hills and leafy Thickets, that are here and 
there interiperfed, are fo many Beauties that 
add to the delightful Profpedt of the fruitful 
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Plain, without tiring or fickening the Sight. 
The very Subjcft of Love is treated of with 
a Delicacy that muft pleafe and charm ; and» 
tho' all the Juftice due to the delightflil Sex 
is done them, yet, in the moft warm and paC- 
lionate Flights, nothing is faid of implied that 
can fhock the niceft Ear, or kindle a Blu(h 
even in the Face of Innocence herfclf. 

In a Word, I look upon it as a Book of 
the utmoft Merit, and, I will fay, Importr 
ahce, particularly to the Youth of both Sexes, 
as inculcating juft Notions of Things, wiping 
the Prejudices of Education from the Mind, 
inipiring generous and worthy Sentimental, 
encouraging Benevolence, Love to Mankind, 
and all the focial Virtues and Duties that 
ought to reiide in the Bofom of rational 
Creatures : I might fay alfo, in the Wordat 
of my Motto, Itferves 

To wake the Soul by tender Strokes of Art ; 
To raife the Genius^ and to mend the Heart. 

Hijicry and Lives have been agreed, on all 
Hands, and by the Confent of all Ages, to 
be of the greateft Value to the World, if they 
rclAte the Aftions of the Writer or Hero with 
Fidelity and Impartiality. Hiftory may be 
faid to be the general Fountain, Biography 
a Stream that /yins ffom it. As the Foun- 
tain is not fo acceflible to the- Generality of 
the World, it cannot be of fuch univerfal 
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Ufe %% the Stream which every om can come 
to, to^ flake his Thirft at after Knowledge^ 
and there, in that tranfparent Mirror, ma^ 
behold htmfelf, and leara how to form hia 
future Behaviour in Life: BefldeS) lUft^ry 
ufually treats of the Anions of fuch Brings 
a& are beyond the common Keny the Great 
and the Exalted \ wbos a« they feldom aA 
by Rule themfelves, are very improper Pat- 
terns for other People beneath them. 

The Life of a Man, faithfully related, if 
Crouded, like that of Mr. ^hmpfofh with ft 
Variety of intcrefting Eventi^ by the Enter- 
tainment it muftof Couffe affi>rd^ captivates 
the Mind^ and carries one o& to read, whe-* 
ther one will w no. *Tis drawn by thefe cap- 
bating Strains that wepurfiie theThieadof 
die moft crabbed Truths with Pleafure 3 and 
the moft fublime Dictates, which had elfet 
perhaps, never employed our Thoughts, be- 
come taking and familiar. Virtue, as repre- 
fented by certain four Pbilofopbers and 2)/- 
vinei^ wears fo many d^couraging Airs about 
her, that the Sou}, young and pliant t& the 
Baits of Pleafure, looks on her with Aver* 
iion» and denies Harbour to the trouble*' 
" ibme Gueft, who feema to frown upon him 
with too miK:h Aufterity, Thence arofe 
the ancient Method of inftru&ing by Fable^ 
from which it would be no hard Matter to^ 
prove that every odier is derived^ tho' i own 
3 it 
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h to be a bold Aflertion< Wife Men and 
Tutors to therifing Generation began^o fee 
their Error in telling home Truths^ and forc^ 
ing dc^matical Maxims on the young Mind ; 
they therefore gilt the PiU^ and, under thefe 
little Tales, brought by Degrees, to Pcr- 
fe6bion, what too much Precipitancy and 
Severity would have rendered for ever dif- 
taftefiil. 

Works of the biographical Sort, as they 
have employed the Pains of the Authors, fo 
have they gained the Applaufe of all Coun- 
tries ; and, from a View of the Ufefulncfs of 
them and t\x Emolument arifingfrom thence, 
ibme Genii have endeavoured to improve up- 
on the Matter, and have published great Num- 
bers of fidtitious Lives and Hifiaries of Perfons 
that never have exifted; and a Swarm of 
Romances have overfpread and deluged the 
World: Some of them execrably planned, 
rather to corrupt unwary Youth , by repre- 
fenting all fbber and regular Behaviour aa 
ridiculous, and proftituting the moft facred 
Gharad^ers to Reproach. We have bad Men 
of all Ranks, no doubt; but there are fome 
Orders of Men, that, in a peculiar Manner, 
ought rather to have their Vices concealed,, 
than ^ expofed, as the Ignorant are apt to 
make very odd CoflftruSions, and to recur 
from the Perfon, and charge that on his Pro- 
fcffion> which ought only to be charged upon 
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the Man : Othqrs, to excite Mirth, and enter- 
tain the Reader's vicious Tafte, have repre- 
fented fuch ftrange and ludicrous Charafters, 
as fure never exifted, but in Imagination; un- 
couth as the Charafters of the Tamed Raie- 
laisj which no one can liken to any Thing but 
thofe (hadowy, fantaftic Reprelentatipns of 
the bafekfs Fabric of a Vifion^ that fport in 
our Fancies, when laid in the Arms of Sleep. 
Others there are, who, indeed, may bbaft of 
great Beauties, and their Authors of great 
Merit; in which Virtue is . inculcated in a 
moft amiable Manner, and the Heart is. Step, 
by. Srep, led on to generous and noble Senti- 
ments ; but ftill, whilft they have the Charac- 
ters of Romances^ People will not give thcm- 
felves the needful Trouble to irifpedt the 
Moral, or, if they do, imagining it the Pro- 
du6k of mere Imagination, it paffes off as a 
fine fangled Tale, and makes no deep or lad- 
ing Impreffion. In a real Life founded on 
Fads, like this, of a Perfbn now in Beir^,. 
where every thing may be depended upon, 
^ind goes upon the Standard of Truth; where' 
it wears thofe indelible Marks of Fidelity 
that diftinguifli it from all Fiftion and In- 
vention; where one Fa<3: or Circumftance 
naturally flows from another, andyou fee no- 
thing either impofllble or improbable in tbe 
Narration ; real Service is done to Mankind ; 
^nd \ye can't forbear comparing the Cha- 
rade r 
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ra6i:erofthe Author with our own, and en- 
deavouring to imitate the bright and (hining 
Parts of his Condudt and Behaviour, and to 
efchew thofe Parts which appear to us ab- 
furd, immoral, and ridiculous: And I think, 
where the Life, fo written, proceeds from 
the Pen of the Hero himfelf, Things are fo 
intimately defcribed, and the Motions of the 
Heart arc fo anatomifcd and differed, and 
he relates what he feels, or has felt, fo fenfi- 
\^\y^ that it adds frelh Force and Vigour to 
every Thing the Writer would inculcate ; 
and. we alternately, with him, feel the Starts 
of Joy, and the Movements and Burfts of 
Sorrow^ upon every reviving or mortifying 
Occurrence that happens. 

My Author, I think, is all over new, and 
has followed the Track of no former Writer ;* 
his Style and Manner is peculiar to himfelf; 
nor has he borrowed any Thing from others, 
fave here and there a beautiful Paflage his 
Memory fuggefted to him, from our bed and 
fineft Poets : This our K eader will rather 
account, I dare fay, a Perfediori than a Ble- 
milh, and thank him for it, as they are not 
brought in incongruouQy and improperly. 

Thus I commend Joe Tbompfon to the Pe- 
rufal of all R anks of People. The Fair of this 
happy Land will fife improved from their 
Reading, as well as the generous Youth, who 
pants .after Inftruftidn. ' In Families \i {hould 
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beconne a kind of Memter, and in Schiiois a 
VaJt Mecum : And that k may be as much 
admired bjr others, as ic is by me, and may 
be of univerfal Service to Mankiod« ia the 
fincere and heaity Prayer of 

rbe EDITOR. 
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The Auther^s MAives for writing his Jdven-- 
tures. — His Birth. — Account of his Pa- 
rents. — Management of him till h arrives 
to^kn Age fufficient for School. — Is put un^ 
deiftbe tuition of Mr. Profody. 

WH £ N a Man's Life has been one con- 
tinued Scene of Misfortunes and DU^ 
trefs; and when thefe His have been 
brought upon him^ principally by his own bad Con- 
duA, his prevailing Vices, and repeated Crimes ; 
he cannot poffibly be fufpe^d to be a£led upon 
by Vanity, or a^ Luft of Applaufe, to relate his 
Adventures. Such a Relation muft, then, be dic- 
^ted by other and better Motives^ for it would 
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be abfurd to fuppofe, that the Writer could reap 
any Self-fatisfa£tion, by making the humbling.and 
mortifying Difcovery of fuch Adions^ as muft in- 
cur the Cenfure, and be defpifed by the Bulk of 
Mankind, and can never engage their Appro- 
bation. 

The Recapitulation of a Life, even of the moft 
(hining Events, fliould propofe fome fuperior Gra- 
tification to the Mind, than the Defire of Praife, 
or aq IncUnaiion to perpetuate a Name $ ihefe are 
mean and low Spurs to fuch an Attempt j and be- 
lieve tnej gentle Reader, was I not thoroughly con-- 
vinced from Reafon, as well as an higher Authority, 
that every Aim, every A<SUon of o«ir Lives, (hould. 
as well De dire£lcd to the Good of our Fellow-^ 
creatures, as to our own Furpofts ;. and that I am 
filently accufed by my own Confcience, for riot 
having been jcff fo much Ufe, by fetting a proper 
Example, which is^thc* great Work of Life, as !• 
am aflured is the Defigh of Provi<Jence, that every 
Individual (houfd do^ but have perverted, the 
Ends of my-Exiflence^. in, the^roileft Manner, in 
the former Part of jiy Time f I Qjouldhavq had no 
Inclination* to hjkj^ fubmitted this. HiQory to thy 
Infpe^ion, 'Tis, as miji^h as lies in my Power, 
to atone* for my f<kxm%i Nede£t,^ which fits hea- 
vilv upoif'my Soul,, that I venture to'appear thus 
'upon the Stage, and tp a£t over again thofe Scenes 
which pluQged me into the moft totturing^Mife- ^ 
^ * ricffc 
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tres. If my Pains anfwer the End I fincerely pro* 
pofe ; if, whilft the Entertaifiing and the Amuiing 
captivates the Redder, I may be the Means ta 
caution the giddy and thoughtlefs Part of the 
World, from the Ptirfuit of Folly and Extravagance^ 
by a lively Reprefentation of the Sufferings they 
never fail to produce : If by reprefentiirg lovely 
Virtue, in all her Flow of genuine, native Charms^ 
widi all her Train of infpiring, encouraging Re-^ 
wands, I fubdue and melt the H^surt to a Love 
and Veneration for .her Precepts : If by difplaying 
Vice, all foafieful and odious, ftripped of thofe artfut 
■enfnaring Difgciites, thatg/o bewitch- our depraved 
Appetites, I make feme of her Votaries ficken at 
the nau&ous SjghtJ and; abandon her guilty Tri- 
umphs, over the Reafon and over the good Senfe of 
our R^ce ; great will bejny Reward, and I (hall 
applaud myfelf for my Labour. • ^' 

JV pleafant and well fituated Village, in the Well 
Riding of Torijbirr^ was \)ie Pl^e of my Nati-^ 
vity. My JFather was » Qf r^man, ^d descended 
from a Family of ccmiiiderabie Repute in that 
County. He .eojay^ki the VJptege Mrhere I. was, 
born, of whicbkhe had been the'fh^em^ent fgr near 
ten Years befi>re. . Frpfti a fond and tender Affi:c«> 
tion,he mairied tnyMci^her, wichout the lead Coq*> 
fidcratipn of adding to his Fortune; B.^U tho* riiey 
had been v^edded for fivp Yeafs, they bad had na.* 
Child) to their great Concern and Qlfquieu fof 
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tl^at I was received with the utmoft Feftivity and 
Sf joicing, as a Boon from Providence, like the 
Child of the Proaiife. Our Neighbourhood was 
furrounded hy Gentlemen's Seats, and the Parifh 
in general had a moft high Efleem for my Father* 
He was then in the full Vigour of his Agew An. 
Education of the moft generous and liberal Caft 
bad humaioized his Mind, without giving him that 
uncouth StiiFnefs^ that unfociable Behaviour, very 
often the difagreeable Attendants of Learning and 
Study. To a perfe£l Knowledge of Books, in al- 
mdft every Language, he had joined a Knowledge 
of Mankind, and a Politenefs of Addrefs ; which, 
without taking from the Dignity of his FunSion, 
difcovered, in every Thing he faid or did, the 
fine Gentleman. Tho' he was a thorough Son of 
the Church of England^ he never, either in his Ser- 
mons, or common Difcourfe, betrayed the leaft 
Animofity or Prejudice againft the many Seds and 
Parties into which Religion is divided ; but prayed 
for, and wifhed well to, every honeft, upright Man, 
let his Manner of Thinking, as to the fpeculative 
Part of Religion, be what it would. He was, at 
once, the Paftor, the Phyfician, ahd the Umpire 
of every Dtfputa that^arofe, amongft his Flock : 
And, as his. Living wa&a very gdod one, he never 
cxafled his Dueis with Severity, and exercifed, 'on 
every Occafion, the moft difFufive Benevolence, 
Charity, and Hofpitality. He had/narried my Mo-. 
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drer, whilft he was at the Univerfity, and had ever 
preferved the tendereft Regard and Afie£Hon for 
her, the fole and only Objedt of his fondeft Wifhes, 
Nature feemed in her to have formed a Reconi- 
pence for fo much Virtue and Goodnefs as exifted 
in my Father : Her Perfon was agreeable} but 
fueh a Mind (hone thro' that Perfon, as wonder* 
folly dignified every A£lion of her Life. The little 
Levities and Fraihies of the Sex (he was an utter 
Stranger to ; her very Love to her Hufband was 
condu£led with an Air of fo much reat good Senfe 
and Difcretion, that every-body was charmed that 
approached her. He had fornifhed her Soul with 
every ufeful Knowledge that renders a Woman a- 
miabk and ufeful > which rather was improved by 
-the Oeconomy and domefUc Management of her 
Family Affairs, in which (he took great Delight, and 
where a Regularity and Decorum is fo much the Or- 
nament of a good Woman. They lived together in a 
real Harmony and Friendfhip, which Trifles never 
had the Power to diilurb ; and then were fo happy 
as to have had very few coniiderable Difquiets. 
' Such was the Pair to whom I had the Happineft 
to be born ; and I the more particularly have de- 
fcribed them, to let tHe World know that I had 
no Excufe to plead for royfubfequent Follies, from 
the 'bad Quajities or Examples of my Paltems; 
which have generally fo vifible an*£ffe£t on the Ac- 
tions of their Children. 
. • / B 3 When 
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When I arrived at about three Years of Age^ 
my Father wbo doated upoa me^ took me under 
the Shadow of his own Wings, and began to teach 
me the Ufe of my Letters ; his Maxim being, that 
even that infantile Branch of Education (hould be 
xonduded with Propriety, and not trufled to old 
Women, who can fcarcely fee the Letters they 
pretend to teach« Under his endearing Care, at 
Five I read every Thing with a proper Emphafis ; 
and had imbibed from him fuch Precepts of Mo- 
rality as fuited with my Years. At Six J coul4 
write a tolerable good Hand, and was efleemed a 
\ery (harp and promiiing Child. My Proficiency 
furprized every-body ; and the quick Prog^eis | 
«nade induced the Country Women to fay. That 
it was jcbpoffible I ihottld live^ I was fo ibarp and 
(o witty. 

My Father, wha very much approved of the 
Way of Education in public Schools^ in my nint|i 
year, by which Time I had made fome Progress 
in the Latin Tongue, determined to fend me frona 
Home, for my further Inftrudtion in the Languagas« 
He ufed to fay. That a Number of Youths toge- 
ther generally fpurred and excited each other to an 
£mulation in their Purfuit of Learning, and laid 
the Foundation of a Knowledge of ihe World, and 
of Friendfhips with one another,, of the utmoft Ufe 
in Ihe future Courfe of Life« 
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As I hacTbeen fo tenderly treated at Home, the 
Thoughts of being ftnt from fny jParcnts gave me 
fome cfaildiA C^ntera, whidi wai foon diffipated 
wvhcn I was ipl^med how many Sports I (bould 
partake of with my Schoolfellows ; for I had yet 
had no other Companions than my Father's Family, 
he himfelf having condefcended to divert himfelf 
with joining in my moft puerile Amufements. 

After fome Difficulty, my Fatlter fixed upon a 
Gentleman t>fh% dwn Order, near a Town about 
t^renty Miles^ipofii os^ who k^ a Boarding-School, 
whom be knew to be a Man of con ftderabk Learn- 
ing, and wfoo had alfo the {deputation of treating 
his Scholars wi^h Humanity and Kindnefs : Ac- 
cordingly, after every Thing was provided, my 
Father and Mother fet out with me for the Houfe 
of Mr. ProfoJjyy for that was the Name of my in* 
tended Tutor, 

At our Arrival, we were received by this Gen- 
tleman with great Civility. Every Thing fettled, 
and Dinner over, they took their Leaves of mf, 
whilft I could not refrain from Tears^ which I (bed 
in Abundance, at this firft Separation from them; 
my Mother not forgetting to leave me a Token of 
her Love in my Pocket, which was of great Im- 
portance to gain the Good- will of my School- 
fellows* 
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moft unfavourable Idea of a. Mind that cofidd fo 
"-uocouthly paint a Vifiige with Lines' of III nature 
snd Sourneis. He was,' indeed, a good claffical 
^holar ^ wif in laying that^ you exhaufted the 
whole Scope of Praife that was juftly due to him. 
To his Family and Pupils be was a complete Ty<- 
rant ; and, in the £xercife of the Birchen Dtfci- 
pline^ Bujby of old was but a meer Type of him*. 
He had the moft profound Regard to Orthodoxy 
in Opinion, and did not fcruple to damn all thofe 
ihat difiered from him in Sentiment, either as tO' 
Religion or Politicks ; and bis Neighbours in g^ 
jieral ftigmatized him with the Name of a Jacobite,, 
and, indeed, he really was a concealed Nonjuror : 
However, the Complaifance of the World agreed 
to look upon him as a good Pedagogue,, and in that 
Capacity be bad exifted all thelatterDaysof his Life,, 
and had laifed a pretty confiderable Sum of Mo* 
iiey in that £h\plQ(ymeBt« His Wife, Mrs. D$^ 
iorah Pr^(fy,y wa$ as odd a Figure as can poflibly 
be imagined : She was fomewhat protuberant be*- 
hind, which has robbed l)er of her Fulnefs before ^ 
and her Face was a moft difagreeable Aftbrtment 
of forbidding Features > fmall light-coloured Eyes^ 
«ihe had, 'but (o buried in their Sockets, that they 
could be compared only to thofe of an Owl ; and 
the Motion of her £ye-lids refembled fomewhat that 
of the ni£i;ating Methbrane of Birds ; her Mouth was 
fcrcwed up, and betrayed her Deficiency of Teeth ; • 

and. 
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Slid the pointed Extremkies of her Chin and Nofe 
were in fitch Approximation with each other, that 
the former generally plentifully bedewed the latter 
with its trickling Diftilhtions ; her Skin appeared 
like a Parchment that has been flmveled up by the 
Heat of the Fire ; and this worthy Perfonage had 
been very affiduous toaiSft her Hiifband's accumulat- 
ing Temper, by pinching die Guts of the Boys, in 
equal Proportion to the Food he befiowed upon 
tiieir Brains. Her Avarice was unbounded, and 
file betrayed her Difpofition in every A£^ton (he 
performed ;< {he ufed to harangue plentifully on 
the faluttferoos and grateful Nature of Soups, and 
Che excellent Properties of Mutton Dripping, which 
was, from its healing and balftmic QuaUties, given 
to us in lieu of Butter f- and, as to Water, (he had 
discovered more Virtues in the Ufe of it than ever 
Hancock did. Her Stature was low, and a conftant 
l^abit of Fretfulnefs kept her as lean as the Pidure 
ef Famine oould be fuppofed to be. I cannot help 
obferving, by the bye, that Avarice generally lurkr 
under fuch Appearances ; and I quefiion if that 
Vice is not in fome Meafure confiitutional i for 
where Nature has denied that Flow of generous* 
Juices thatwarm and invigorate the huii^an Frame,- 
. and has bcilowed them in a fparc and niggard Man* 
iier> the Heart diilends not to generous and kihd 
J^entiments, feels not the Warmth of Benevolence 
and Charity ^ but, being buried and confined in an 
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aduft or frigid Breaft, dies away into the flarveling 
Ideas of Jealoufy, Sufpicioa^ and Covetoufneis $ 
moft of the Subjefls of their fordid Reignbeing of 
this Meagre Frame, and Habit of Body. 

Mtfs Ur/ulay the Daughter and Heireis of this 
mighty Pedagogue, was turned of Thirty*, and had 
been a Slave to the Humours of her Parents from 
her Cradle ; wbofe Authority Love bad now made 
her demur to, flie having conceived an Affedion 
for Mr. Job HarrcWy the Son of a neighbouring 
Farmer, who firft taught her to own the Sway of that 
powerful Deity. She was not difagreeable in her 
Perfon, which wa§, however, of the largeft Size, 
and her Features were regular y and, had Mifs not 
beeif a -little given too much to Pride, ihe wouM 
have been a^olerablc Companion for Life, for him 
or any other Fari^r ti\ York/hire* Young Herrdvf 
was as arch a T/'^^^s any in the County, and was 
more enamoured, it was fuppofed, with, the old 
Man's Bags than with his©aughter ; but old Surif 
was abfolutely againil his Urfula^t difpofing of her* 
felf ; and the Reafon was, that he knew he muft 
lug out his Purfe upon the Qccafion j and that wafs 
.a Reflexion that included too much Horror for 
him' to indulge. He ufed to declaim then greatly 
againft Children's leaving^ their Parents for ap Huf* 
band, and infifted upon it as a Duty incumbent on 
them to clofe their Eyes, before they entered into 
Wedlock. Urfula^ however, little .relifted thta 
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Do<fbine, and was over the Head and Ears in Love, 
which occafioned much Bickering between her and 
her Father and Mother. 

As I had made fome Proficiency at Home, I was 
immediately put into the third Form, where they 
were reading ^ir^//; and, in about a Year's Time, 
2 was foremoft of the fecond Clafs, and began to 
relilh the Elegancy of the poNteft and beft Ro* 
man Authors ; but, whilft I thus improved in my 
Learning, I grew in Condition, as fleek and thin 
as a Running-Horfe, from the Short- commons 
that were generally my Portion. We had about 
O thirty Boarders ; and our Miftreft fo managed Mat* 
ters, that what would fcarcely have kept Life and 
Soul together, in half that Number, fufficed. u» 
all. 

- She had an excellent Talent of makiirg a great 
deal out of a little s and a fmall Quantity of Meat 
generally reli£hed a tremendous Vafe of Soup, or 
Broth, which had little* other Relifh than that of 
the Ingredients of the Root, or Herb Kind ; and^ 
as to our Bread and oiK'Cheeie, (he co;itrived to 
have them fo fbale and hard,* that our Jaws were 
tired, before we could (atisfy our Hunger. My 
^afe indeed was better than that of moft of* my ' 
Comrades, as my Father feldom let me want 
Money ; and I had Prefeiits frequently fent mc 
' by other Relations ; but which, as I was fwayed by 
great Generofity of Temper, I was pretty free in. 
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diffufing the Benefits of to my particular Favouritesi 
No Wonder if we laid the Orchards and Gardenr 
of the Vicinity under frequent Contributions, as 
our boyifli Love of Ftuit was thus ftimulated by 
Hunger ; and indeed oor Depredations were fo no- 
torious, that we were frequently found out, and 
our fmarting Pofleriors commonly paid for the De- 
vaflations we made. The Severity this Difciplino 
was pradifed with, by our Mafler, raifed a down-* 
right Hatred and Contempt in moil of us towards 
him i but we made a Point of it never to complain 
to our Parents, being afbamed of fuch a Poverty 
of Spirit and Weaknefs ;. enduring the Smart with- 
out much Fear or CompunSion, by a long Courie- 
' ^f Habit. I^ for my Part, being naturally of a 
high Mettle, and given much to Unluckinefs and 
Waggery of all Spits, foon became. Chief, and 
Leader of the rx&i in .all our Pranks, and generally 
came off with the greateft Share of Puniflmient,. 
Vl^Hch I bore with the Refolution of z.Mixrtyr\ 
and had fo often gone thro' a<Gourfe of Flogging, 
that my Breech .was become perfectly harden^' 
•nd callous. My Ambition, howfver, which ex-> 
ceeded all the re{l of my Paffions, made me very 
affiduous at my Boole; fo that^' at the End of three- 
Years, I became t^e Admiration of my Mafier 
faimftlf, and the £nvy of my S^o^. mates. 
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CHAP. III. 

Hi robs his Mafier^s favourite Pear-tree.^-^ 
Is difcavered^ andftverelyfiourged.Sootbed 
by bis Mafier and Miftrefs.—Refohes to be 
revenged.'^^ataftropbe of an extravagant 
Gentleman^ wbofe Gbofi baunts bis Mafter^s 
Houfe^ — He terrifies bis Mafier and tbe 
Famihf. — Account of tbe Confufion tbey art: 
in. 

HITHERTO ourRavagc* had been car- 
ried on at fome Diftanco from Home ; but 
eur Mafier having a very fine Pear-tree in a Gar-^ 
flen,^ which was kept under Lock and Key, I pro* 
pofed Uy two or three of thofe Boys that formed 
our Council, that we fhouM make an. Attack upon^ 
thofe tempting Catea. I urged the Abfurdity of 
keeping us from the Enjoyment of.fuch a Ban*- 
quet ;. faying, as we were Part of his Family, .«we 
ought to* have as^unlimited Licence to rove at 
large in that.Gardc»i, as well as any other Part of 
his Houfe; intimating befidcsi that it was very 
bard that Mts. ^Prefpdy, lhoul4 make Money of 
thofe Pears, which Ihe reajljf. did, when our Parents 
weri^itold, whenr.we firfi came,, that all the Fruit 
.about the Pl^e ws intended for OAir^Ufe and Be* 
fre(hment.« M^^^Arguments prevailed, and we 

fet iqimodiately to cxecuto^ our Sche/ne. This 

Tree^ 
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Tree, which bore feveral BuChels of Fruit, flood' 
fo dofe to the Wall, that feveral of its Branches 
projeAed over it i therefore I propofed they fliouFd 
boifl me up on their Shoulders, and wait below, 
whilft I gathered the Pears, and flung them into 
their Hats : No fooner faid but done, and over I 
went ; and was very bufy in my Occupation, when 
I perceived, at fome Diftance, my Matter weed- 
ing a Flower- Pot. As the whole Spot was thick 
fet with Trees, he could, not pofliMy difcover me, 
tho', by the Elevation of my Situation, I had a 
full View of him. Being tempted, by fuch a 
lucky Opportunity, to gratify a little of that Re- 
fentment his Whippings had infpired, I took full 
Aim at him with a Pear, and happened to hithim jufb 
upon the Corner of his Hat, which immediately, 
with his Wig, fell off; and I was going to fecond 
my Blow, but, unfortunately for poor Pill Gar- 
licki the Spring I gave myfelf fnapped the Branch 
I flood upon,^ apd down I came on the Infide of the 
Wall, bringing: along with me, and' the Ruins, 
whole Loads of this forbidden Fruit. The Noife 
roufed the old Gentleman from the Gontempla- 
lion of what had jufl happened,, and he came upon 
me, before I could difentangle myfelf, and feized 
me, with the utmoft Fury painted in his Face. 
In the firft Motions of his Rage be felled me, with 
one Blow, at his Feet 5 and when I recovered, 
which w^s npt for fome Minutes, he dragged. me 
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\fy the Collar into the School-room, where bind- 
ing me to his Deflc, I underwent a more feverc 
Flogging than ever was exercifed upon a Wretch 
at the Cart's Tail. His Paffion was too violent 
to admit him to utter any Expreffions, and when 
he unbound me, which he did not till he was quite 
out of Breath, he left me, furlily crying, •• TherCy 
^^ / biUeve this will Tnake you renumber mey* wal- 
lowing in the Blood that plentifully flowed from me 
upon the Floor. It was near two Hours before I 
was able to ftand, and then I crept up to Bed ia the 
.utmoft Agony and Torture ; where I bad not been 
long before his Wife came up, and, pretending to- 
caution me againfl fuch Tricks for the future, ad« 
minifiered ibme Unguent or other, which eafed 
the Smart of my Back, which was before almoftin- 
tolerable. After fome Refledions upon my Ro-^ 
guery, (he foothed me, (for indeed the old Manhad 
imagined he had carried Matters too iar, and fent 
her up for that Purpofe) and told me, fhe would 
interceed with my Mailer to forgive nae. Accord- 
inglj} ill an Hour afterwards, Pr^/&;^ himfelf came 
into my Room, and, after fome very fevere £x- 
poftulations, told me he iQiould pafs by any further 
Corredion for this Offence, and once more tiy if I 
would leave o6F liich vicious Pra£tice9S and, fo fay- 
ing, put a fmall Piece of Money into my^Hand,.and 
bid me lie in Bed till next Day, where I had great 
Care t^ken of me» This wa$ ;n unparalleled Piece . 
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of Gencrofily, coniklering his Temper ; but did ndt 
in the leaft exdnguifli my Dcfire and thorbtigh 
Keiblutian to revenge myfelf upon him, the verjr 
firft Opportonity. 

Mr. Profid/s Houfe, which was an antique G^*- 
ihic Stnidlure, very large, and, by the Thickii«6 
jind Strength of its Walls, an inftance of that 
Regard our Anccflors {hewed to Poficrity, even in 
their Buildings ; had many Years acoordingto the 
Kcport of the Country, been haunted by the Ghoft 
of a young Gentleman, wbofe Man(fon-hou& ift 
had been, and who, after running out his EAate^ 
kad ended his JLife and Extravagancies together^ 
by fhooCiRg himfelf thro' the Head. A Murder 
general^, in jtbefe Parts> is the Fomiinner of an 
Apparition, 4dfid diere naere not wanting manj' 
Wiinefies 1o his iisving heen leen over. and ovcf 
walking thro' the Garden at the Mid of Nigbr^ 
without his Head; fo #ar the credulous Country 
Pieople had impofed upon themfelves by their Su« 
perftition ;. nay, a certain old Dante, who lived at 
two or three Fields 'Diftance^ frequently £iwgleam-i> 
ing Lights thr€>w the Windows, which, with very 
great State progreffively went from Room to Room, 
and then di&ppeared all. on a fudden : 'Squire fuch 
an one, they would tell you very .gravely, who 
lived in the Houfe at fuch a Timely V.as obliged to 
remove, after having with his Faojfiy been feared 
out of bia Wits,^ by uacommon Knockings- and 

Unbolting^. 
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^iJnboItings of the WiihIows and Doori, fo that 
they could get no Reft or QMiet : Sometimes, to 
be fiurcy large Flames of Fire ywrt feen to Uloe 
from Cfaimnies, which had conveyed no Smoke 
thro' them for many Years i and fuch dreadful Ap- 
prehenfioos thefe Stories had laifed, that ooae of 
the Country FoUcs thereabout would come within 
a Furlong or two of the iiotrfe, after Dark; Farmer 
Marley having had hb Horfe lirighlcDed fe snuch^ 
that he flung him over his Head^ and Gnumr 
fFil/en had been by Ibnie tmfim Pgrfin^^avm in- 
to a Ditdi, and hardly knew if ibe got Heme oti 
her Head or her Feet. Our Mafler, who was a 
great Eocbuliaft, did not prdMid to dilhelicYe tbcfe 
JELdatioas i hut die low Sent, and the Commmfi-^ 
xm{be6 of the Hm& for hssihtfinefc^ had induced 
•him toditfy &ir<Mi4iadaUhisJUack^<giiard, andta 
become the Temmt, &o\ many a Timeand often^ 
he and hb Wife and Family had heard veiySraage 
£ofiling IB (the Room where the Oendcmpn miur«^ 
tiered faimftU; wfafcb, ^ercfcre, with Aree or 
four more of die moft obnoxhms^ were cooftantVf 
locked attd bdted, and no one fufieied lo go intp 
ihem. Whether the Apparition was pleafed with 
thb Civility or no I can't tell, but of late the Family 
had not been much difiurbed, which raifed a great 
Opinion of dip Pedant's Sanafty in all the adjacent 
Village. As to my Part, my Knowledge acquir- 
ed from my Father, and the Mct|xod and Manner 
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of my bringing up, together with my natural 
Temper, defended me from Fear ; but the reft of 
my Schoolfellows were under terrible Notions of 
this Spirit or Spirits which had committed fucb Ha^ 
▼ock. With the Affiflance of this Apparition, I 
was refolved to retaliate my late PUnifliment on the 
Head of old Profi^^ and after having communi- 
cated my Scheoie to my two principal Cronies, botb 
about the fame Age with mjfAU refolutely (tt 
about the Execution dfit* 
- We procured two Cato of the Boar Kind, and,, 
having provided a Quantity of Old red Cloth, we 
fewed up a Couple of very antic Drelles for them,. 
* and then, cutting off their Claws, put Walnut Shells 
filled with Pitch upon their Feet: All this we had 
OpportuniQjr to perform unobferved in a Garret 
which no-body ever entered, fituated* at the far- 
.theft Part of die Houfe, and where we kept our 
Familiars confined till the Moment they were to 
<ome to ASion. It was on a Sunday in the Even* 
tng, when the whole Family were congregated ia 
a large Hall, and our Mafter wa» reading and eifr- 
<pounding the Scriptures, that we, on various Pre- 
tences, left the Room, and went up into our.Con'-^ 
fultation- chamber'; where having fixed our Inftru> 
ments, and opened all the Chamber-doors we could- 
come at, one of us difcharged a fmall Pocket-piftol,. 
at which Signal the Cats were fet loofe in all their 
grotesque Attire, with afufficiept Quantity of Pep- 
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per rubbed under their Tails ; and then we all ran 
down in a feeming Hurry and Precipitationt ac« 
quainting our Tyrant, that there were certainly 
ftrange Doings above Stairs, for that we could hear 
violent Stampings to and fro in «very Room in the 
Houfe. They wece Aifficiently alarmed before, at 
the Report of the Pifiol, and prefently heard a vio* 
lent Stamping.and Clattering in the Story over our 
Heads and the Entry. In fhort, the Cats, unufed 
to fuch Confinement, frighted with the Noife of 
their own Feet, and at die fame Time irritated 
with the Fire in their Tails, made a moft hellilh 
Uproar, and, flying from Place to Plaoe with la- , 
nientable Cries and SqualHngs, one would have ima- 
gined the whole Militia of Hell had broken loofe. 
The old Woman fell upon her Knees, Mifs Urfula 
fainted away^ and the Pedant, after pronouncing 
with <great Emotion and Emphafis, Lord have Mercy 
upon ut! followed ihe Example of his Wife : The 
terrible Screams of the Boys, the Barking of two or 
three Dogs, and a Quantity of Brimftone which I 
had flily thrown into the Fire, whilft in the Con- 
fufton my Comrades had beat out the Candles, pre- 
fented fuch a Scene of Terror and Uproar, as can 
icarcely be ddcribed ; but how was it increafeJ, 
when the two Spe&es flew into the Kitchen, anfd 
after overturning a whole Tier of Pewter, and de- 
molilhing a Shelf of Crockery Ware, entered with 
wild Screams into the Hall ! and> one of them fet- 
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tUng for feme Time on the Back of our Mafter, he 
jitft gave one hideous Groan, and fell proftrate 
without Senfe on the Floor. Our Satisfadion was' 
complete, when, by the unfavoury Smell that ifliied 
from all Parties, we could gather the violent Con- 
vulfions Fear had put them inta; and, taking Ad- 
vantage of the prefent Moment, wo pinched old 
Surfy with Pins, and tweaked him by the Ears, (o 
that he roared out in a mod lamentable Manner, 
ever and anon, crying, Awznt Satan/ In the Name 
^ the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, what art! AH 
this while we pretended alfo to be in the utmoft Ago-^ 
ny, and exclaimed louder than all the reft together, 
not forgetting, however, to feize our feline Accom- 
plices in Time ; which we did unperceived of any 
one, and, ftripping them of their Habits, turned 
them out of Doors, flinging at the fame Time a 
Quantity of large Crackers (lily into the Fire, which 
made aloud Explofion, and ihook the whole Room*. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Mifs Urfola runs away with ber Sweetheart. 
— Tbrf examine the Houfe.—Tbe Daughter 
returns. — She difcovers the Prank^ and the 
Authors of it. — They are feized and confin- 
ed.— Make their Efcape. — He gets to bis 

. Father^ s with bis Comrades. 

YOUNG Farmer Harr$Wy whofe FriendQiip 
we had gained, by carrying Letters and ferv- 
ing him in his Amour, having been informed of our 
Device, had furnilhed us with what Materials we 
were deficient in ; and, as the old Maii had prohi-> 
bited him the Sight of his Daughter for fome Time, 
he thought this a good Opportunity to get her a* 
way from him, and therefore was waiting at fome 
Diftance to fee the Event. It was a long Time be- 
fore any one dared hold up his Head, but at length 
I cried out, with great Trepidation ofVoice, I believe 
— they are gone — 5 upon which the Pedagouge 
raifing his Head up, and feeing the Coaft clear, with 
a great many Exclamations of Lord have Mercy 
upon me ! what dreadful Appearances are thefe ! 
went to the Afliftance of «his Wife, who with fome 
Difficulty was perfuadcd to arife. As to Mifs t/r- 
fula-i as foon as flie recovered, flie run out of Doors 
with the utmofl Expedition, and was immediately 
acCofted by her Paramour, to whom (he fled for 

Succour J 
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Succour ; who, after endeavouring to abate her 
Apprehenfions, perfuaded her to take Shelter at his 
Father's, and not return to a Spot which the Devi/ 
or fonie of his Imps had rendered fo dreadful : She 
was foon perfuaded to this, and fo mounting behind 
him he rode off with her, not without her {hew- 
ing the utmoft Horror at the Sight of every Bufh 
and Tree flie paflfed in the Way. Various were 
the Judgments of al^^Parties upon the late Adven- 
ture. Mrs. Profody^ who by the Way never had 
looked up, was certain (he faw feveral very horrid 
Shsgpes, belching Flames out of their Mouths and 
Noftrils 5 one of the Boys had feen a Thing as tall 
as the Room was long, all over covered with Brim- 
flone and Fire ; as to our Mafier, he not in the lead 
doubted that they were imported from the infernal 
Regions, and, to (Irengthen his Opinion, remarked 
the fulphurcous Scent they had left behind them. It 
was a long Time before they were fomewhat com- 
pofed, and then we \yent in Proceffion, each flriv- 
ing to be laft, to infped.the Rooms over Head ; and 
diveife Comments were made upon every Thing 
there, particularly at the Doors being all flung wide 
open, which, Mr. Pr^o/ody well obferved, was not 
very neceflary to fuch aerial Beings, feeing the Key- 
hole might as well have ferved for their PafTage ; 
he complained greatly at their pelfonaj illUfa^eof 
him, and his Imagination had magnified the Prick- 
ing of Pins into the* fixing Claws and Talons into 
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all Farts of his Body. His Daughter's Abfence, 
who could not be found high nor low, gave him 
great Appreheniions^ and he was fearful^ as he bad 
l^ot obferved when (be withdrew, that they had taken 
her away when they had vani{hed ; which he con-^* 
jedured mud be, when the dreadful Peal of Thun- 
der, as he called it, growled in his Ears. He con- 
cluded his Difcourfe with repeating in a mournful 
Tone, accompanied with ajirofound Sigh, thofe 
Lines of JUikm : 

Spirits y inwhatfoiver Shape they cbu/ij 
Dilated or cmdinfe^ bright 9r obfctire^ 
Can execute their airy Purpofes^ 
And Worki of Love or Enmity produce ! 

# - • * • 

He gave all, .moreover, a ftrid Charge not ta 
divujge the Occurrence to any. of the.Neighbours^ 
£ea;ing, may hap, that -it nxigbt. be prejudicial to 
bis; Intereft with the Parents of his fi9arders. 
. As to myfelf and my Fellow- confpiratc^, we got 
a-part^as foon as we could, and theagave Vent to 
our Mirtb, and applauded e^ch other for the Con*« 
iyxfk we had (hewn in the Execution, of our Proje^ 
and bound, one another by f9Umn Promifes to the 
Keeping of the Secret. 

^ l^he next Morning my Maftec was releafed froiti 
one Part of his Anxiety by the Arrival of^old Mr. 
Harrow^ wfap came to let him knoW thathiaPaugh-^ 
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Hur was married to \Ab Son, and, to mzkfi die Mat- 
ter eafy, wbkh he found left dificuh, as the Fa- 
ther was much mortified and creft- fallen at wtat 
had happened the Night before ; and the new 
married Couple were introdticed and pardoned im- 
mediately ; but, as the Bridegroom had very inju« 
dtdoufly traded the Secret to bis Wife the Night 
before, fhe, like a true Woman, was too big with 
k, and too much mortified to fee her Father and 
Mother with herfelf fo much duped by three Strip* 
lings, to conceal it long, and that very Evening be- 
trayed the whole Affair. Words can^t exprefs the 
Rage of the old Pedag<^ue ; like a furious Mafiifi^^ 
who, in the qiidft of an. hungry Fit, has been 
robbed of his favourite Bone by fome puny whiffling 
Cur, and feizcs him by the Neck, and worries and 
tou3 him without Meicy, deaf to all she Yelpings 
and Moikos he mak^s ; fo feistng us ali three,, he 
hauled U8, w ^ JUtmoft*Coofler^ation, ia|p the 
School-Mom, where he locked us in, telitog u» 
with, great Fiefceneis, he wo|ild return to us foon^ 
lichen behad:though€ ota Punilhnient (evereeiiou^ 
foiLour Demerits^ As feon ai we hade recovered 
^ur^ves a little from our Surprife and Diioiay, we 
began to coniult how wq (hould avoid the impend- 
ing Storm that threatened us ; and^; at la^ camis 
all to a Reiroluti(m>taeiide9Vo^an £fcape, and re- 
turn to our Bathers, and let them honeftly into the 
wbple of liie Afiur> and tfuft to their Mercy rfs 

we 
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^sre had numberiefs Allegations againft our Mafter 

and MrfticfS) whidi wdfddcoumcfbalance their Ac* 

cofattons* We had ail ^baufled theMeafureof Jn» 

Ikriidioa and Learning he had the Caipacitylo bellow 

on U8) and as we appnebendcd we h^ not thrown 

uwzj their Money, or o«ir Time, it gave us the ut«- 

moft Confidence of getting well over the Matter^ 

The School- roon> was one Story high, and under*- 

neatb one of the back Windows Wat an Out-houfe^ 

that &rved for aBrew-hoide, wbidi was t^uiveclofe to 

Ac Wsllf and bntafmall Defcentfrom the Window : 

This we pitched upon as the readieft Way to get 

fram Durance^ as we could drbp from the Window 

upon the T]liog,.aiid frenr thence, (or Lads of our 

Agility, it was bat a moderate Jump to the Grounds 

The Names of my two Feflaw^ioffepers were Jack 

Sharply and Tun AtAer^ both pretty near my own 

Age ; and the former was the firft to try tfa« £x» 

periment, which we cdu3d not dei^y a Moment^ for 

filieady an iloi^r afid an iklf had been fpent in the 

IckregqiBg Deliberations. He made his Eflay, and 

got down tnery fueoeisfitlly,. and fodid Tom Archer % 

^at J^ not pcaifHfkig the ft me SleigHt, or being 

'h^vieff bmke the Tiling, and feU &ough the 

Rafter^ intd the Brew-heufe. I wa$ ahlaoft ftunned 

by the Fall; but recoi^red myfelf in a few Minutes^ 

and^ pxAmintng the Doois fibund it, to my great 

TeiTor» loctol faft, fotlM I was fairly caught in 

lJ(iV% Ftiund : I could See no Way to deliver my« 
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felf from this onexpeAed Prifon, and, whift I was 
ruminating, heard the Key turn in the Door,, on 
which I hid myfelf behind a large Back, trembling 
and ihaking with Apprehenfion from Head to 
Foot, As foon as the Door opened, I faw it was 
tny Mafter that entered, who, perceiving the 
Damage done overhead, for he had not heard the 
Noife I made in my Fall, immediately guefled at the 
(Cafe, and cried to himfelf : << O hoi my Gentle** 
^^ men were making their Ercape I find; but I dare 
*^ fay one of them has fallen into this Trap, if not 
«• all the Three." And then, calling to his Wife, 
be bid her fend one of the Boys with a Light, for the 
farther Part of the Place was very dark. I cannot 
fay I ever was in a more doleful Situation in my 
Life, and was fo <k>nfufed with Dread and Fear, 
that not one Scheme prefented itfelf for my Deli« 
verance, and I thought I muft infallibly fall a Prey 
to this fierce Enemy. The Candle came, and 
he bid the Boy place a Stool, on which he got up, 
iirft to infpe£t a large Copper, which was almoft 
underneath the Fradure 1 had made in the Ceiling, 
but which luckily! had efcaped falling into: A« 
be was fomewhat purblind, he (looped over, that 
be might have the more commodious View, and to 
reach farther fiood on one Leg : Now, fays I to 
myfelf, is the Time to efcape or never, and, run- 
ing fwiftly from my Hiding-place, took hold of bis 
iupporung Leg, and at Vm Heaving tofled him 

Head 
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Head foremoft into theCopper, which,by the Report 
of his Fall, feemcd not to be quite void of Water ; 
then at one Bound fprung through the Door-way, 
and without one reverted Look, fwift as a frighted 
Hare before the purfuing greedy Hounds, I gained 
the Bottom of the Garden, and foon meafured 
the adjacent Meadow, where I found my two Af- 
fociates, who were trembling and apprehenfive for 
my Safety. They could fcarce believe their Eyes ; 
but it was no Time to talk, and, hallooing to them 
toToIIow me, we neither flopped nor pau^d till we 
got near two Miles from the Territories of our Per- 
fecutor : We then abated our Speed, and heartily 
congrati^lated one another, that we had thus faved 
Our Bacon, and difappointed the Vengeance of this 
cruel Pedagogue. Upon examining our Stock of 
Money, we found three^or four Shillings amongft 
us all, which was more than fufficient to defray 
our Expences to my Father's, where, through my 
Perfuafions, my Companions agreed to accompany 
me, before they went to their refpe£live Homes, as 
their Parents both lived within five or fix Miles of 
our Houfe, and I had promifed to engage him to be-' 
come the Mediator with them for their Pardon. We 
arrived at about Sixo'ClockinthefoUowingEvening 
in our Village ; but I did not chufe to enter my Fa- 
ther's abruptly , and therefore got Mr. &^,the Clerk^ 
to go firft to him, with an Account of our Arrival, 
and to beg Leave we migjit wait upon binn with a 
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iRielatien of the Rcabns for our Elopement.; Hi 
Kfdily undertook the Taik^ haviog been tlw«ys» 
very fond of me> and, my Father not being at 
Home, imparted the News to my Mother^ vrbot 
eagerly ordered us to come to ber ; which accord- 
ingly we performed, and I was rectived with tht^ 
utmoft Tenderneft and Affc£lioj^ and my Com* 
panionsy with great Civility, and were ordered i» 
be refreibed before ibe would hear oar Story. 

CHAP. V. 

Uis ReciptkM ai Home with bis Comrades.-'^ 
Tify are reproved hy his Father. -^^Sever at 
excellent Obfervations. — His Father^ with 
tbofe af kis Companiens^ pay a Viftt to Mr. 
Profody. — Flis Behaviour thereon. " 

AGalley-flave that has been long chained to 
the Oar^ and futsjeAcfd to the remorfelefi 
Rage and cruel Stfipea of his Overfeer, couhi 
not more r^oke at being reftored to Freedom, 
than we did, at our Deltrerance from thcf Bruta^' 
lity of our rncenfed Mafter ; and my Mother, who* 
indulged the utmofl Fondneft at nay unexpcAed 
Arrival, not having feen me above once firrce I 
firft went to School, undertook Xo break the MaN 
ter to my Father, . and to make my Peaces wherr 
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the under ft oe d in #lal a M aiuibr we liid liecii 
ofed, Mt wUch Ihe dqpreAd the utmbft Indigttiv- 
tkMh He had been fa pay a Vilk to a ifteigN- 
iMHif ing Gendfeman, and did not retulft iHI f>rettf 
late, when my Mother let htm ihio the St«My, 
which very madi furf fifed biiA^ and he defired her 
te call iM^ to him. I rai) t6 hiai^ as faon ail I faW 
him, and be very aifeSioiiaitly embraced me : 
<« So jHf/ 80 youag Gcdtklnim I I find yen 
<< have fled fifDm Puaifluiienti let me have a fiiiv 
^' cere and tme Aceoant of wbat has happened, 
<^ and by that I fhall be able to judge whether I 
*< ihall enteicain you, or fend jou baek to yomr 
<< Matter." I Was Spokefman^ add diereCDre re- 
lated to him, which he nevdr bad any Idea of be- 
forei the tyrannical BebartoUr^ the terrible Seoarg- 
ings ef Mr. Profrnfy^ and the Hardfliips we had 
undergone fmrn the ttriferable alid covetous Tem- 
per of him and his Wife i the Story of the Pear- 
tree, the Adventure of the Catsy atid every Thiitg 
elfe, without Di^uife ; concluding, thatf as I had 
attained to every Thing that be was capably to teach 
me, and had been far from neglecting my Bbob^ 
I hoped he would not fo far mortify me^ as tb 
fend me there again ; but would either under^ 
take the further Care of me himfelf, or procure 
me another Mafter, and infercede with the Pa- 
rents of my Friends, to take Cham alfo into Fa^ 
?ottr. He W9» s^eatly incenfed at the Tteatiaeiic 
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we had met with, and could Icarcely keep the Gra- 
vity of his Countenance, whilft I related the little 
Pranks we had played our Tutor ; but, oonftrafn* 
ing himfelf as. much as poffible, he gave us the 
fdlowing Lecture : 

*^ I am charmed, my Dear$ that you have'not 
'^' mifpent your School Hours, but have made fuch 
.^* a Proficiency in the Languages, which indeed 
.** I have heard before from your Matter himfelf, 
•*♦ who was alfo tempted, young Gentlemen, to 
V** give me the fame Account of you too, the laft 
** Time I was at his Houfe ; which I commtini^ 
** caied to your Fathers, and which gave tbenl 
'^ great SatisfaAion. We htid intended to tak6 
-" you away from thence, at the Expiration of 
*' the next Quarter, but you have anticipated our 
*' Defign. I blame myfeJf for not having more 
'* minutely enquired into Matters of fuch Impor* 
" tance, as the Temper and Difpofition of a Per* 
*< fon whom I entrutted with the Government of 
«« you, at foch a critical Part of Life ; the right 
<^ Management of fuch young Minds, at that 
** Time, laying the Foundation of every futwe 
^\ Good, or, on the contrary, every future Er- 
^' ror and Misfortune ; £ own, I was deceived 
•• in the Account I received, both of him and 
** his Family, fo falfely tender Perfons are' of 
*^ giving a true CharaAer of a Man in fUch an 
** Employments From my Knowledge of your 

. ^ * " natu- 
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^^ natural Temper, I muft imagine you would 
^ never have been guilty of feme Things you have 
^^ mentioned, had not the contemptible Beba- 
*^ viour of your Mafter, and the little Care he 
«* took to form your Minds, which, by the bye, 
^ is one principal Bufinefi of a Schoolmafler, 
•^ laid you open to fiich puerile Temptations as 
*• lay in your Way. If 1 forgive you, and re- 
c( ceive you into Favour, it is on this Condition, 
^< that you are forry for any Difregard, though 
•* ever fo trifling, you have paid to other Peoplc't 
^* Rfopcirty, and the low and bafe Principles of 
•* Revenge, which, indeed, your Matter fet you 
<< an £xample of, that you have indulged ; though 
<' now they may be imputed to boyifb Inattention 
« • and Folly, if not checked, they may grow too 
<< ftrong for all the good Senfe you may ever be 
^< Mailers d to eradicate. You, ^ir, for the fu<* 
*< ture Part of your Education, fiiall be indebted 
♦* to nly Care ; I begin -to fee the Folly of public 
*^ Schools, merely becaufe we can never be fure of 
*^ the good Qualities of thofe we confide you to r 
*^ As to you, young Gentlemen, you'll (lay wkh 
•* Joiy till I have feen. your Fathers, and reconcile^J 
*« them to my Wzyof thinking." When he had 
thus finifhed this reafonable and tender Speech, he 
took me in his Arms, and embraced me with great 
Bmotion^ and aifo ialuted.my School-fellows ; and 
then proceeded to examine us in the feverat Authors 
loe bad read", and applauded us greatly for the ready 

C 5 Know- 
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KnawkdgfB, we. (hewed io. (jhf nij, and jd« Tafieive^ 

feecDed to have for thcis Figpudwai.. 1 w9s-aow iob 

my fottr(eeiitb Yeacyandy witbout Viini^iiia^(ay» 

that Nature had ftainpcd oafl^ SohI (he «v>fi.virtu«t> 

ous and geoerous AfFedioM; a^ W^Hd^r^tbeov i& 

the kind Reotptioail met with al Hope,efWd 1^^ 

reafoaaUe and' prudeot Marnier o( v^ TMatBici\1v 

g^ve me the. highefl Seotimciiiv o£ IUf0e£i and: 

Veneration for this, good Fatbec i a QoaUdsy Treat.*- 

nientt and Cendiiig me. back again,, wauld* bavcs; 

l^d.tbeworft£&^ ufiQa fucb a^Ten^pefs wh^ck 

Argument and Pcrfuadon' yriU work u§o(v ^^^^^ 

proper Fgree,. but Souroftft^ Bl-naturc, aadUadh** 

i»ky dr iv« to tbe laft Es^omiMs : The moipt Bpjpa 

are ufed: Ifke rationai^ tbinkkig Grealures>. th» 

inore tbey aM applied tOi hip geatle Mtitb0db», cb» 

b«t^ they^ hebftve 3 aodtbe ouitnary. Maicmf^ i 

ana geilkaded^ ar.e the Caufiea c^mtcb of tbaC D9« 

^mes^^y. we eyeqi Dajr bate; fucb ■ielaiif:bD}y 

Rhiofa of» ia tbe rifiag- Gencratiom fiy being 

thus^ treatod^ they leatn aiHaUtof neafoniiig^. and 

lb ftiiongly imbibe it^ tfaabfthey praiSifb it all diert 

Eive» after J. and' let tfact Sallies, of their beifling^ 

FadioDS dury tbem la« t vwt foehr extrayj^m 

£«^gtba» yoti Ase aJ^fiMUflor iiT.their Bhreafts^ wfaichr 

iboner or later draws tbemofrfrom^. aodcorredi^ 

their wild Purftiits^ 

My Father waited, dkeinextDay,.onMr.£i60i^<^ 

Ufs and ]S4rw jirdnr^ whoy aa tbcy wercr bolb;Meif 

V of 


of good Scnfe, eaSly eatmt info Ut N«t{on^, and 
agredt lo tsice tbeir Som away from Pre/idfy de* 
termhiing; to fend' tbeto tt> imodwr Scbdol at ]^i f 
hmtj ai9 my Fiullaiv rtcoHdOeil there .w^e no pro^ 
pw CofupiaiModi ftr me kv hi& NwgMxMrho6d, ho 
generouQy told them be jmM undsi^dce the fur«- 
ther Care of them*, together with me, at which 
they were hlghry delTgfifecr,' fifKf returned hhn not* 
ny Acknowledgments ; and, as they were all fome- 
what in Arrear with Projody^ they agreed to ride 
orer together to kb H6itfr,^ and fiftaMy difchai^o 
tfieir Obligations to hintf. 

When they arrived there, the old Pedant, hot 
knowing we had been before-hand with' him, tdid 
fo many Faliboods of us, and inveiglted againft 
us with fe much apparent Malic6 and ftefenrment, 
diat, if they had not been prepofTefted againft Aim 
before, it would have given' them the fiime Ideas 
wc had' laboured to infplre them with. They 
made little Reply to what he (aid, and when he 
obme.to underftand their Errand, and that we had 
got Home, hewas quite Thund^r-ft uck, and be- 
gan to foften his Manner of ExpreiBon^ laying the 
Tricks we had; been guilty of upon Levity and 
PiieriKty, which before he had afcribed to a natu- 
ral Turpitude and. Wtckednefi of Heart \ bjut his A t*>. 
tempts toreclatm us were ^1 in vain, and they par> 
ed with him> leavifig him''in the highcA Difguft and 
Bt HuEtiour^ whi^li w^^ fenfibly increaied by a very. 
\ C 6> \yave 
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grave Ledure which was read bioi by my Father^* 
upon the right Condud of the Ofice of a Sdiool-* 
mafter, and the Bafeneft of Avarice and Revenge* 
A Servant that attended than brought us oiirBooks,) 
atid what wearing Apparel we had left behind ua- 
in ocir precipitate Ketreat. 
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His Father^B Manner ofEdtUation. — Sharpley 
isfent to Sea^ tf«JArcher /^ Oporto. — Pros- 
per Reflexions. — Takes great Delight in 
fjunting^ and gains It be Friendjhip of Sir 
Walter Rich, by a generous ASlion. — His 
,. father determines to f$nd him to London. 

AFTER we had been indulged fome Days id 
fuch Amtifcments ;is were fuitable to our. 
Years, my Father applied himfelf to the further. 
Cultivation of our Underftandings. We had all^ 
made pretty neaj the fame Pmgrefs, and were, at; 

(6 grelht ^^ ^m? ^^^^^^^ Matters of Gnek and 
LattniKniy aiwe were intended for the World, 
he endcavout'ed to grve us the rnqft ftrong Ideas of 
KJi|||(ton' and Morality ; which,- being conveyed in 
the moft captivating Manner to our Minds, funk . 
deep into our Souls ; and were the mbre ftrength- 

ehed by- the excellent Pattern we faw dniiy before 

' us- 
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us, in my Father and Mother, who ufcd my Com* 
panions as well as myfelf, like their own Children.' 
We foon became Proficients in the moft ufeful 
Branches df the Mathematics j and Natural Phi-' 
lofophy was rendered fo entertaining to us, and 
difcovered fuch a J'icld of Wonders, that we for-' 
got all our trifling Sports, and that alone confti- 
tutcd the Employment of our leifure Hours. He 
taught us the French Language, which is fogencranjr 
fpoken all' over the World ; and, my Mother talk- 
ing It very well, we cohverfed hardly in any other' 
Tongue. To preferve our Healths we were per- 
mitted to have a Fencing-Mafter twice a Week,* 
who alfo was directed to form us to a polite Ad- 
Aefs, tvithout making Dancing {q iiriportant 
a Part of Education, as it generally feem* 
to be reckoned. Wt had the Happinefs to make 
great Improvement in every Thing we were put 
to ; and,myFather,forfaking almoft all other Com- 
pany, became our conftant Companion ; and hry 
honied Precepts met with fugH ^agcir Attention,' 
that we became thq Wohdef', and, at the fame* 
Time, the* Delight of (he adjacent ^untry.' 
Happy Period of Life F when theiofling 'Pffilons,^ 
the Attendants of Human Nature, ace kept under 
the Reftraints of Reafon and Authority ; wheri^re 
and Anxiety is never tailed, and the genuine ChilS'- 
fulnefs of the Heart is undeoffeited by*the hurrj^ing 
Toils and torturing Viciffitudes of Life,; With» 

what 
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what' Regret I look back and furvejr the engaging 
Scenes- which Riches and Splendor can never re* 
eonpenfe ihe Lofs of ! Ye Hours of golden Iiti-^ 
ftfu£ti<ui ! y Momp^ts of pure-Content, and un^ 
taiQted Pleafiire ! how dearlj ought we to prizes 
jou' ! and. how little ace wo ac^iainted with jour 
true Value and Eftimation ! Htirryiaginto the tern- 
pefluous. Ooean of bufy, advancing. Yean^ we fooa 
accrloft to yoHT incffaUe Sweets i the Mind grows . 
foul and muddy with Crofles and Vexations i and 
aver-bearing FoUyy and growing Vices, turmoil 
the reft of our mortal- Pilgrimage. Wall has Pro- 
vidence allotted a few Years o( Youth and Inno* 
cence to our Share : Had we been doomed to fiirw 
vey and feci,, at once, the Load of Ills we are boriv 

to« without this blifsful Paufe of Misfortune and * 

' ' • • • 

Angjuilh) who coiUd fupport the fliocking State of 
Exiftencc ? And jtt^ how wifely Providence does- 
fiimuiate and excite us to launch out into maturer 
A^ion, and all the £Hicied Joys, and real Sorrows, 
that at. every a^aiKing Step furround us \. but by. 
tiie Inftability .and Vanity of the former, and the 
eondant Attendance of the latter,, fpur u& {lill to^' 
explore new Regions of exflatic Calm,. and eternal' 
Content,, which it has refervcd for thofe who Vi^or- 
^ily attain to the Period of their Race, the Goaf^ - 
of their Pur fiiits. * ". . 

We bad pafTed near two Years iii this Situatlon^^^ 
«ft my Father's^/ when Mr. Sharpjejf/^ho ,had'j 'l'''^--t 

' .othexf. 
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otber Ch tUsei^ aod but a iinall Eftate^ detcrauMA 

la (end bis Son ta Sea, under a. Br^Uicr wha ooft»- 

naod«d aMaa of Wai, aad accordiagHy precomii 

kiin (k«B Kiog'si l^ettMS > ^d« io.rdb ne of bechi 

ifi| d^^ Coai9aiiioai,,14p. Ardnt^ akfMt M^ fiunet 

Tui|%, iwt^hiii Soft ti>^ C^^iniH ^ a dift^ot^ JUfa^ 

t|3«9 ^dbi^ was a confideeabk I^teiefaMft ibefe, v^ 

W i^laoed.ki.ljiia CS^BptiagrUsiile. At we 1mmI[ 

ttvcA ia the groited^ HanMojr,! we couUaai pai^ 

wtlhoM A^ 'b%heflrT9toa«of Setrcroir^ and-toeli 

w» l^eaite ^ eaek ^tfaer^. <ftf» AxKeftaftiefw^M 

eternal J*ij|GiidilVpr,ai^iU(bluotf<^ nmt wiegoua 

Faanliarit);, whenever it fboiddrbe ivoiw Powers 

M; Father andMoitberwer^ afieaed^ with, the Loft 

of them^ ai^d be couldoot be prevailed on to ae<* 

. ce{)t 'of 4ie lea& Coofidenuioa foe the agMeabler 

Bains he had beftqw^. upon* theoi : tbe Fniita o£ 

which were verv vittle in their Converikioa and* 

Behaviour,, and g|ive the. utmoft Satisfadion to* 

their Farenta. To ihew their . Gratitude^ they 

begged mj[ father to let me. f^mbionf Months aft' 

their> jHoufe,. which. thi^ defired fapreffioglj^. tha| 

b? could not refufe thegi e and accoidinglj' I. wea^ 

Home with thein,. both, living. in^ the fame Part of 

. the Country^ between fiVe and fix Miles firooirOtsf 

Houfe*. I w^ Aow ia my fixteeotb Year^ and' 

/was^ flat tested with, ^e ^f:|eUationr o£.a; polite aa^v 

kileUig^ you^g GenUemai^ my^ SOitap^ was Q^!^ 

|Md(H: |}^inoftT ?^ lnJ;-^^B^^Qd Na^e-bad b^t 

ftowed 
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ftowed on me a great Share of Health and Spirier, 
and a very agreeable Perfon ; fo that my Companjr 
teas very much prized by the Fathers of my 
Friends, atid I made one in all their Parties of 
Huifting, bf which they were both rtfy fcind, aad^ 
became* a very Iceen Iportfinan, - defpifing tfevf 
Danger and Difficulty in the Chace; bf whi^H P 
acquired the Appiaufe of a fiaronet, wb^ofe Sedt 
tieas in that Neighbourhood, who hsuJ the higheft 
Regard for Talents of that Sort, ^nd thbi%ht n& 
Mairwc^h a Rufli that Could not furmdOnr ^Very* 
Obftacie m Purfuit of the Fox -or the Haii" Hc^ 
had a very large Eftatc, which, as he was a Wi-' 
dower, and ihewed- no Inclination fo a fecond 
Marriage, muft of courfe defccnd to an only 
Daughter, then in thethirtecpth Yeaf ofker Age j 
fe that Mifs Letri/a Rich was reckoned the richeflr 
Heirefs in all thofe Parts. Sir Watrer Was one of 
thofe Roman Catholic Gentry, who are* contented 
to receive their Opinions, beiatife their Fathers 
had poffeflcd them before 5 but was far fronfi inddg- 
fng a perfccuting Spirtt, or Maxims *deftrudive^ 
6f the Conftitutidri j*and*wa^ W general, much' 
efteemcd by his Neighbobi^, and loved by his Te-* 
hahts of every Pcrfuafion. . * ' * - 

This QentlAiaiT "was never' e'a/y wheaTya* 
not with :htnr, and exprefled, on every Occaffonj ♦ 
' the grcateff* Regard Sdr me; ^irrtrodtoced fee ta hii 
DairgWcrj and lo ft'N«]^hew> who.livcd' vHth^Wm-;, 
• ' ': > . . about- - 
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about my own Age, and who was faid, hy mofif 
People, to be intended as an Hufband for Mifs, by 
her Father. If I was charmM with the Canverfe- 
tton of this innocent young Lady, who already 
diicovered the Beauties of an angelic Mind, iii a 
lovely Perfon, I was no le& dtfgufted with the furly, 
brutal Behaviour of her Coufin, who was a mere 
country Booby. I enjoyed my Time jn this 
friendly Excurfion, very d^licioiffly; and tycij 
now and then went over, and^aid a Vifit at Home^ 
the Tendernefs of iny Mother ftai^e brooking f«ch 
an Abfence from her without it. 

We v/eie pretty late engaged in a Converfation 
one Evening it Mr. ^rcher*Sy when a Servant came 
in, with the melancholy Tidings, that Sir Wklter*s 
Houfe was on Fire 3 which alarmed the Company, 
and Immediately put an End- to ouf Argument; 
and we ran, with great Haile, to fee if our Affift- 
ance might be of any Service, in fuch a dreadful Ca- 
lamity. The lower Part of the Building was enve- 
loped in Frames, which were afcending very fwiftly, 
and fpreading with dreadful Fury ; Sir ff^alar was 
lying on the Ground, having fpraiaed his Foot, by ^ 
jumping from his Chamber-window; and the di-- 
traded Domeftics were bufy in removing *fuch' 
Goods as jheir Surprife would peRnit^hem to take 
awayatthe iirft Alarm : But .the mod Clocking 
Sight pfall was, the young I^dy cHling out of 
the Window of her Apartment for Affifl^ce, in^ 

the 
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the vtn^fi Diftradiony hnving only a loofe Gewft 
caft ovtt her. Her Ffither tn% vnelbk to move i 
the Clod^akt about him were too fearful^, oif 
ftiipid;.ta adventure to her Relkf ; and the Nepba^ 
had feciired himfelf in an adjoining Alehoufe, where 
he was dindcing with finne country Folks, and 
tellii^ them wkh what Difficulty he efcaped the 
Flamci. In this Confafion the poor young Lsdy 
would, no doubt, have undergone the Fate of the 
Buildings had Mt Mr« Arclnrtf and myfeK, thought 
of a long Ladder, Which ftood at a Farmer's ban) 
by, which with fome Aflllance, we reared again(| 
the Shie of the HouCe : This no fiioner was done, 
than I mounted valiandy up it, having totally for* 
got my own Safety, in the Contemplation of Mifs'a 
Danger. Afser being femewhat fiBorehed in mjr 
Afcem, I gained the Windows and diredly jumped 
in, when immediately takiog her in my Arms, 
and charging her to hold hSk^ I refoluidy defcend- 
ed the Way I came up, and delivered her into tb9 
Hands of her Father, where (he immediasely famted- 
asi^y ; and the Hurry of my Spirits, and the Frigbt 
I had ud^ergpne^ fo Weakened me, that I al(b fell 
down fenfekfs at hia Feet. I Toon recovered my- 
felf, and^ after drinkir^ .a Cordidl, which waa 
brought me, enquired how my Charge did ;, 
and was anfwered^ That ibe was carried away,, 
very ill, to Mr. Sbarplt/s, The Baronet took me 
into his Arma, called me baa Prtlerver and Saviour,^ 

and 


aadi^owed he wooU ntyn^fofrfft.mjBnmry^ the 
kmgeft Day be had to live ^ In Ihort, I received 
fiich a Prdtifion of Complmiejils on evcrj Side, thai 
I could not contoeal my Blulhes. I went afterwards 
tD pay a Viic to Mifs, and found her better ; and, 
Ao* my Heart was too young ever to have known 
or fdt the foft ImfireflSonB of Lore, I peiceived a 
wonderous Satbfa&ion in her Thanks, and chough! 
myfdf happy in having thus rendered her this trifling 
Service. The Houfe was reduced to Aihes ; and 
we underftood the Fire had been occafioned by 
the Careleflhefs of a druhken Cook, who went to 
ileep vrith a Candle barntfig upon the OrefKr i 
which, unhappily having caught hoM of fome Lin- 
nen, had fpresiA the Fkraes, befoie the Family bad 
beenalarmed^ or any Help could be procured. After 
Ai% Accident, the Attachment of Sir Tf^alter to me, 
aod the Civilitic& 1 received from his Daughter, 
were unbounded ; he ftudied, on every Occadon, 
to (hew me the utmoft Refpedi, and was fcarce ever 
a Minute eafy, unlefs I made oneof hb Company | 
direi^g Mifs, in Token of Gratitude, to infift up- 
on my accepting a Diamond Ring, which (be tool&. 
off hf r own Finger, to place upon nune. I could 
not refufe fo genteel and <b valuable a Prefent^ 
which, in zn involuntary Rapture, which I tbea 
was fiur from underflanding the Motives o^ I ibn 
Icmnly vowed never Ip part with. > 
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' In two Months after this Incident, I received Or« 
ders from my Father to return Home; and hd 
told me in the Letter, that he had determined to 
fend me to London^ if it was not contrary to my 
Inclinations; and wanted to talk with me about 
it. I took Leave of all my Frieads, after return- 
ing Thanks for the great Honours and Civilities X 
had received ; and was accompanied by Mr. Ar*' 
Air to my Father's* 

' ' - ' ■ ■ . . 

CHAP, VIL 

Excellent Bifcourfe of bis FaShgr ta IntJk'-^ 
He receives Letters from Sharplcy and Ar- 
cher. — Sets out with his Father and Mo'^ 
therforhondon.^ — Arrives there.- — ReJIelii" 
ons on the Jirjl Views of that Place.— Tie i^ 
hound Apprentice to Mr. Diaper, a PFhole^; 
fale Linnen-draper. 

WHEN our kind Vifitor was gone, and thd- 
firft two or three Days after my Arrival J 
were paflcd, my Father took me with him into the> 
Garden, and thfen unbofomcd' bimfelf to me in the^ 
following Manner: " I lent for you, my dear 
** Son, toMiear a Scheme I have to propofe for 
your Welfare, as you are how arrived at. art 
Age, in which we fhould* begin to confider of- 
^ fome ProfeiBoh or Employment, that may make 

. <« you 
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you happy, and a Benefit to the Community/ 
You may perceive, by my not having fent yot^ 
^ to the Univeriity, kbat I did not intend you for 
^ the Church : No, my Dear, believe nie, the' 
^^ Diicouragements that attend the facred Order, 
f^ and the general Contempt, which many of them* 
*^ have given too much Ground for, that they la- 
^ bour under, are a fufficient Bar to any fiich De*' 
*^ fign*. Your Diipofidon might induce me to 
** prefer* the Army to any other Defignation ; 
^^ but without Friends in Power, or an inde- 
^ pendent Fortune, the greateft Merit makes z 
** very poor Figure in Scarlet, and affords very 
*^ little Happinefs to a Family, if ever a Man's 
V fofter Momentsihould render Marriagede/irable. 
^' The Law I-cannot approve, as it is now circum-' 
^ ftanced, and'asthe generality of tbePraditioners* 
^ carry it on $ and as toPhyfic^ I think it labours* 
** under the fame, or greater Difadvantages, than' 
^ either. As you know me to be a great Friendf 
^ to my Country, and willing, as* much as 1 can, 
^* that you Ihbuld become a^. uleful as poffible to" 
^ it, you wiH not be furprifed that I have the' ut« 
*• moft Veneration for Merchants ,and Traders,* 
« who difFufe the Bleflings of Commerce and Traf-* 
•* fie to every Individual, and. are the Upholders 
** and Supports of tbelntereft and Independency' 
** of this^ Nation. In all the other Callings I have' 
^ mentioHed, there is a Degree of Servility and 

'■ ' '^ " Mean- 
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<^ Mraimefi^ accefiary to a Man who wovl^ be 
¥ emkient) that I, by no Means, wouid make ne« 
^ cdbrj to yon. By Tcade^ yoit will ptc&nne a 
^ gCACffDna InAepeiKliency, if you. aid wiftly and 

V pnidcaij^ ;. and wili become a %ieftit and va-^ 
^ IttaUe Member ot the Commonweakb, anlari^ 
^ Advantage to yoor Friends^ and Relations $ yotf 
<5 will be enabled to. provide for your Family with 
M Honom^ and in a Manner fuitable to that buda* 

V hte Ambicioa and Tendern^s that ongfat tir 
f ' tal^if e the GMam. of a Hofband and a^ Father^' 
^ I am not .going to propofe a Branch of Trade 
*^ that Aall di%race your Endowments,, but one 
<* wfaeriem you may preferve the Gendeman in the 

V Man of Bufine^s. Yon know,, your Mother ' 
<f ha$ a diftant Kel&^ioA in i^nd^nj Mt^ Diaper^ 

i( the Wboie£de Linnos* draper, who is a J^ai) o# 
•*< >great Honour^ ftrift Integrity, .^^nd a larae Foi»* ' ^ 
-<* tune, which he hasptincipaUy^.rairedbylnduftry* * 
*^ and Diligence ii^ hj|Biiiii\e&ii ' 'Tis't^Jytn^ i6 
«< you arc^not averfe, Jor | . w<^uld nevc^lSf>i^<^ y^ui^^ «. ' 
* «> . ItwtbiMieBSfp' fancy/^what.you m\i^ thd| X ^|il# 
«^ pi^ you Agprentice^ at)d .thef^f^ii^. qpnGdety 
*^ by To-Buvrow, tfa^t'I roj^ write, hina Word^ofi 
•*^ my" Rf foJuxion 5 for. he was^ heie 'fome . Qaya- 

V ijnce, on his Return from a Jourc)^^ into SMr * 
<^ JW, and I made* him the Offer, of you, at 
« which, hcwis very well plfeafcd/' I ret|im<^dL 
l^ifi my moft If aliful Thanks, told biial had 9^ 
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Hint of it before from my Mother, and that, as 
■well from the View of the Advantages of fuch a 
Dcftinatiotisas fromaKnovIedge that it was agree- 
able to bis Sentiments, I very readily obeyed bim, 
in giving my Ail^t to go to Mr. Diaper. He 
was entirely fatisfied to find me fo leady to clofe 
with him in it: and wrote to that Gentleman, that 
he would fet out with me in a Fortnight's Time. 
Mr. Sharply paid me a Vifit the next Day, and 
brought me two Letters, one (rom his SoiO, and apoi- 
tHer from young Mr. Archer, which came each in a 
Packet totheir Fathca-'s. Sbarpley*s was to this E£kSt : 

iw, eff Cape Hettry^ Firginiay July 7, 17 12. 
Afy dear Friend^ 

I Should be.iuexcuAbk, if, whilft I was writing 
to England^!, did not think of teftifying thus,^ 
That you are *evcf in my {i^ind, and that the' 
FriendibiBf we fo ^zAy <:ontiraded is rather, ftronger 
now, ^an when I had the^^leafure to.be fo near 
you^ ' All the Difficulties aqd Dangers' of a long 
tad tedi^s. Voyage, nor ac Varietly of new** Ob-' 
jeds, l^ive ^een able 'to banifli my Regret at our 
Separation. * I hope you jice in Health, and my 
worthy Tutor, and your, I w^ going to, fay mine, 
'^ d^r Mptbn5^ Pray, my dear Jdey, let me. hear iWam 

you every Opportunity, and believ^.nie to be'. 

• * * • * 

. Tmrm0 9ff$aknfAf^ and^Bmen Priindj 
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The otbir was to this Purport. 

OportOy Auguft 20, 1712. 
Deareft Job, 

I Take the firft Opportunity I have to convince 
you that I am flill as much a£luated by Frlend- 
fhip, as ever I was, and that I fhall ever retain the. 
mod lively Refpeft and Value for a Perfori, who, 
for my Life, I can look upon in no other Light thaa 
that of a Brother. I hope you have heard before 
now from SharpJeyy who I underftood was bound ta 
Virginia^ where he is likely to have a long Station. 
My Duty attends your dear Father and Mother ; 
pray let them know I have not forgot, nor ever 
fhall^ their Goodnefs and Benevolence to me. I aoi 
well, and can already exprefs myfelf in the Poriu^ 
gueje Language, well enough to be underftood in 
common Matters. I am immerfed in a great deal 
of Bufinefs, but fhall always, I hope, find Time to 
prove myfelf, 

Dior Joe, 

Your affeSfionate^ 
4ind faithful Friend 

Thom as ArcheRp 

Words will too faintly exprefs the Warmth and 
Zeal of Friendfliip that thefe Letters infpired ^ for, 
indeed, my AfFeflion was rather increafed, .than 
diminilhed, by cur Sep^iration i and as they were 

to 
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to fend a Packet to London j to be forwarded both 
to Virginia and Portugal^ the next Day, I imme- 
diately wrote Anfwers to them. 

The Fortnight was expired, when my Father 
and Mother being determined to go to London witti 
me \ and accordingly, after I had taken my Leave 
of all my Friends and Acquaintance, particularly 
of Sir IVaker and his amiable Daughter, who bo;h 
exprelled great Concern at lofing my Company, we 
fet our, and arrived at that great Metropolis, after 
a very eafy and pleafant Journey, which, as my 
Father called on feveral Friends in the Road, and 
endeavoured to make the Travelling as agreeable 
as poffible to my Mother and me, by (hewing us 
every Thing rem^jkable in our Way, took us up 
ncai- a Fortnight, 

If I was furprifed at the great Number of Carri- 
ages of all Sorts, and the Multitude of Travellers and 
Pallengers that crouded the Roads, as we approached 
near London^ how wa^ I afionifhed at the prodigious 
Concourfe of People I difcovered at my Entrance 
into Town ? All the Ideas I had formed from my 
Knowledge of York^ and other Places in the Cqun- 
try, came far fliort of what I beheld. My Won^ 
der increafed in Proportion as I advanced into the 
Heart of the City, and furveycd the bufy Herds that 
thronged continually through every Street arvd 
Avenue, all with the Marks of fiufmefs and At- 
tention painted in their Faces. Tiie' Sight gave 
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me a flrong Notion of: the laudable Importance (ft* 
Trade; which thus dircdts and obliges every one in 
his Station to be «ver ^vigilant, ever Audious to 
employ his Time, in fomewhat or other, tending 
to the Service of Individuals, and confequently be- 
neficial to the Community in general. I could fee 
no fuch abfen% unmeaning Vifagcs as the Country 
is filled with, and began to entertain a very con- 
tenFiptible Opinion of a Life of Idlenefs, Sports and 
■'•Pl^fures, where Self is the Objedl that engrofles 
all our Cares and 4ill our Soliicitudes : Not fo the 
induftrious Citizen, whofe Endeavours to benefit 
^himfelf neceflarily produce Employment for, and 
^conduce to the Emt)lomcnf of Artificers in every 
'Branch of Work, and he may be faid to be one of 
thofe who contribute to the Support of Millions. 
-Such Reflexions as thefeftill encouraged me in* the 
Refolutions I had taken of becoming one of this 
ufcful Body of People. 

Mr. Diaper^ being a diftant Relation of my 
Mother's, had infifted on their making Ufe of the 
Convenience of his Houfe, during their Stay in 
Town ; fo that this was the Phce we went firft 
to, where himfelf and his whole Family vied with 
each other in the Civility of our Reception. 

My Father, before the Bufmefs he came upon 
was concluded, carried us to all the public Places, 
and (hewed us every Thing remarkable in and a- 
bout London \ for he toid mc, he could nof bear t9 

. leave 
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ieavc the Edge of my Curiofity too keen^ leftlmight 
fall into improper Company, in Purfuit of my gra- 
tifying myfelf with the Sight of thcfc Novelties,. 
9fter his Departure, and thereby, negled Aiy Bufi^ 

Every Thing being agreed upon between my Pa* 
rents and my Mailer^ as I muft now begin to call 

him, 1 was bound Apprentice at Hall, of 

which Company He was a Liveryman^ my Father 
paying him a Condderation of Three hundred 
.Pounds with .me ; and foon after, as. he had nov# 
been abfent five Weeks from Home^ refolved to 
return ; but firft agreed with a Friend of his to remit 
to him thirty Pounds every Year for my Ufe, which 
I was to confider as Pocket-money^ that, as my 
dear Father and Mother faid, I might be above 
Temptation to any mean or diihoneft Adion : To 
this Friend he alfo recommended me very ftrongljr 
for his Advice and Inftru£lions in any Thing that 
might occur, during my Apprenticeftip ; and, after 
bcftowing upon me a Number of excellent Rules 
and LeflTons for my better Cpndu£l in this ticklifh 
Part of Life, and giving me their cordial Bleffing^ 
they fet out for Torkjhire^ leaving me in. a tenderly 
mournful Situation ; which, as it was the firft, fo 
it was one of the iinccreft Griefs I ever felt in my 
.Life^ 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Cbcra^er of Mr. Diaper^ hh Wife^ and Son. 
— Very affiduous in his Buftnefs,--- Contrails 
a Friendjhip with young Diaper.— Gains the 
Efteem of his Mofler. — Manner cfjpending 
their vacant Hours, — RefieRions on Tirade 
and Commerce. 

m 

AS foon as I was initiated into the Method of 
our Bufinefs, I was refolved not to be an unpro- 
fitable Servant, and applied myfelf with the ut- 
moft Attention to make myfelf Mafter of what I 
imagined muft be my future Dependence ; and I 
found all the kind In{lru(5lion from Mr. Diaper^ 
that I was taught to exped. He was turned of 
forty Years of Age, and having been in Trade all 
his Life, fucceeding his Father in the fame Set of 
Cuftomcrs, he had, by a thorough Indefatigability. 
Application, and Induflry, got, as it is exprcfTed by 
the Citizens, the Fore- horfe by the Head j and not 
only fo, but, exclufive of his Bufinefs and ready 
Money, was poffefled of a pretty Eftate in Right 
of his Wife. His Table was plentifully, not luxu- 
rioufly or extravagantly fupplied, and a Friend was 
furc of always finding a Welcome there. His Oc- 
conomy in the Expences of his Family was remark- 
able I but bordcieJ not in the lead on that Species 
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of Parfimony, which, however Praife-worthy, is 
never agreeable to Servants. His Temper was mild 
and fociable, and his Underftanding clear and (Irong | 
to his Superiors he behaved with a refpefiiful Re- 
gard ; to his Equals with a generous and manly 
Freedom ; to his Inferiors and Servants with Hu- 
manity, Coniideration, and Good-nature : His Up- 
rightnefs. Integrity, and Honour in his Dealings, 
gained him the Confidence of every body he dealt 
with, and the good Senfe and Knowledge he was 
endowed with, rendered him a defirable and im- 
proving Companion. Mrs. Diaper was a Woman 
of Virtue, Prudence, and Capacity, and the utmoft 
Harmony was vifible in their Behaviour to each o* 
ther; nor was his Value leflened, but rather in- 
creafed by a bad and declining State of Hea(th, 
which obliged her to be pretty much at their Coun- 
try-houfe, where himfelf generally fpent half the 
Week, They had only oiie Child, who had now 
ferved three Years of his Apprenticefliip to his Fa- 
ther, and on who/n, as he was a fober, faithful, ahd 
careful Youth, the Weight of the Bufinefs was devol- 
ved, tho* at the early Age of Nineteen. Notwiih- 
ftanding this young Gentleman had been early fa« 
miliarifed to the Management of fuch important 
Concerns, he had made a very pretty Advance in 
Letters, and, having read and digefled fome of the 
befl Authors, he furpaifed, in the Faculties of his 
Mind, moft of bis Age. Tho' he had none of the 
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irregular Flights and Sallies of Youth, and bis' 
whole Soul feemed to be bent to the Exercife of the 
Becefiary Duties of his Bufmefs, in which he was* 
very expert ^ yet he was^qufte polite and'agreeiWe* 
isf his- ConvcrfatioH, rtor did the orderly Nferia^ge- 
mttXl of bisCondu6l take off from tbeT^fle of in-- 
nocent and laudable Amufetnents, which he was a' 
great Friend toi His honeft, undefighingi atid gene- 
lous Heart' was capable of a warm and difinterefted 
Friendfhip, and his Behaviour and Attd^efsmadehim 
the Dfefire and Delight of every Company. iClyEdu-^ 
cation and Manner of Thinking made this wdrthy 
Fahfiily very pleaiing to me, and I bad all the Rea- 
ion in the World to be fatisfied with my Situation* 
My Mafler treatle.d me- like another Sbn, a^d the^ 
young! Gentleman and myfelf, becoming Bed-' 
fellows, entered into ftri<9r Friehdlbip, which wasf 
intrcafcd daily by a Confwmity of Sentiments and;^ 
Aliens : 

^T'was Sympathy of h^mft Mmd$ t 

lAh Strings woundup In Mujicj 

WhiTiy at mi TiUch^ hth utitr the Jkme Hormnj^ 

In ouf Bufinei*s we went Hand in Hand ; he ever 
ftudied therein to make bis Superiority eafy to me,, 
and I to make my Refpeft and Diligence agree- 
able to him. In our Diverfions, wt were con-* 
fiant AiTociafes, and^ in fhort, a more fuitabli^ 

Pdir 
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Pair were never directed to fet out in Life toge*. 
ther. 

Our Dealings, which were very extenAve, were 
carried on in a truly mercantile Manner, and, Mr. 
Diaper having a very faithful Journeyman, his Soni 
and myfelf were principally employed in the Coropt* 
inghoufc. However, as my. whole Study was to 
pleafe my Mafter, [ pretended to no Exemption froni) 
any Pains or Labour in the other Parts of his Affairs, 
being thoroughly fenfible that every Thing, thalj 
tended to the Promotion of his Intereft or Advan* 
tage, ought to be conf&der,ed by me as my Duty, ijt; 
the Station I w^s at prefent placed in. There- 
fore I. never wsuted to receive Orders or Inftrudi-r 
ons, when any Thing was on the Carpet that re- 
quired my Ailiflance ; but fludied, in every Thing, 
tp be beforehand with either his Defires or ^xpe(^a- 
tions. By this Method of a<3ing, and prcferving 
an obliging and even Deportment to every body \t\, 
the Family, \ procured fo much the Efleem and 
Confidence of my Mader, that he was extraprdi* 
narily ready to inapaft to me Qvery Secret of his 
Tra^c and Concerns ; to puQi me forward, in; 
the Acquirenoent of my Occupation, and, in any 
Point of Indulgence, even prevented niy Wifhes^ 
When the Hurry of the Day was over, we fpent 
the Evening at Home, in Converfation of Readingy 
and now and then had a feledl Company of Friead» 
with us ^ or eliie we fought out fome Amufement 
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a^broad^ that would at the fame Time divert and 
improve us ; and in all Things young Mr. Diaper 
a^nd myfelf were infeparaWe. 

At the Clofe of the Week, we generally rode 
down to my Matter's Houfe in the Country, and 
ftaid till Monday Morning, where Mrs. Diaper 
made no Manner of Diftindion between us, and en 
every Occafion exprefied ber Liking to me, and her 
Approbation of the ftrift Union between myfelf and 
her Son. My Mafter kept a Coach and Pair, and a 
Brace of Gclding«, one of which was always at my 
Service ; fo that I experienced very little Difference 
between my happy Servitude and the Indulgences" 
I had been ufed to receive from my Father and 
Mother at Home. 

' Our various Correfpondences and farge Dealings 
flill opened more clearly the Importance and Dig- 
nity of Trade to me, which not only bound toge- 
ther, and fo mutually united the Interefls of Man* 
kind, as to Individuals; but became the Cement 
between Country and Country, and introduced a 
Dependence upon the Principles of Honour, Juftice, 
Uprighthefs, and PunSuality, all over the World ; 
thofe Princfples being the very Foundation of fiich 
an Intercourfe, and without- which no Man can 
poflibly carry on a Correfpondence in any Kind of 
TrafEc. All wife Prmces, who have had the 
Good of their Subjefts at Heart, have conftantfy 
nourifhcd and given the greateft Encouragement 

to 
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to the Arts of Commerce ; they have not only con- 
fidered them, as they were Aire Means to increafe 
the Riches of their Subjeds and their own Reve- 
nues, but as they made their People wifer and 
better, and confequently more worthy of and faith- 
ful to their Governors* An idle and debauched 
People will ever be the Averfion and the Plague of 
a difcerning, and generous, and good Prince. 

I palled in this Manner the firft two Years of my 
Time with much Satisfadion and Improvement to 
myfelf, and engaged the Kindnefs and Applaufe of 
my Mafler (who took Opportunities to give my 
Father and Mother great Pleafure in the Knowledge 
of my Behaviour) the Love of my Friend, and the 
Refped of my Fellow- fervants. Happy (hould I 
have been, if the fucceeding Years of my Life had 
all been pafled over with the fame Innocence, Vir- 
tue, and Prudence, which would have fecured me 
from the Miferies and Diftrefles I afterwards fuf* 
fered. 
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CHAP. IX. 

He is furprifed by the Carriage of a Maii^ 
Servant.-^Her extraordinary AJ^dUify t& 
oblige him, — She betrays her hove for him^ 
'^His Efforts to cure her. — He is f educed by 
her.— His Uneajinefs thereon.She becomes 
iroublefome to him, and jealous ^-^autions^ 
to Touth. — He grows cold to his Friend.*^ 
Seeks Company. -^Becomes acquamted wtk 
Prim the Mercery and Prig the Attorney. 

THUS happily I fpent my Time, pradifing. 
all the excellent Precepts of my Father^ aiKf" 
never deviating from the Principles of Vktue and 
Honour ; eafy and content, careiTed aDd efiecm^d 
by every body. I generally wrote once a Month to 
fny Father or Mother, and had v^ith great Pleafur'r 
kept up a Correfpondence with my two old Fritnd^^ 
Sharpley and Archer y the fornwr of whom, I under- 
ftood. by the lad Letter J received, had been rated: 
already as a Midfhipman by his Uncle. 

At our Townhoufe, Mr. Diaper kept two Maid* 
Servants, one of whom was a young Girl, the 
Daughter of a Farmer in Gambridgejhire, who wa^ 
an agreeable Creature, and pofTefled a good Share 
of Spirit and Vivacity. The Light I was conflder- 
td in by the Family,, made the Servants very affidu-- 

ou;i 
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OU9 in doing every Thing they imagined would 
oblige mc ; but I had perceived, for a conQderable 
Time, that this young Woman was more fludious 
than ordinary, in doing fiich Ktilc Matters for me 
as were ncceflary to one m my Station : I had* 
therefore been very generous to her on feveral Oc- 
cafions, to reward hei for her obliging Temper^ 
not apprehending it ta be from any other Motive 
than that of her natural Inclination, and from a> 
Senfe of the Good-nature I always fhewed to the- 
inferior Servants ; but I was foon forced to change 
»y Way qf Thinking. 1 had frequently caughr 
her gazing at me with more than ordinary Earneft* 
nefe, andjif I happened to look fuddenly that Wa}v 
(he would caft her Eyes downward, bluft, and I 
heard a Sigh now and" then efcape her ; if I went 
into my Chamber on any ©ccafion, I generally 
found her fitting there, whence (lie would retire orp 
my Approach^dropping a low Courtefy : I thought 
1 now and then could perceive Tears in her Eyes, 
and the whole Family took Notice her Temper 
was i^ery much altered^from that Brifknefs ufual to 
her, into a fettled Heavinefs and Melancholy. Aih 
I had converted hitherto very little with the Sex, I 
"was not at all apprehenfive of the true Motives of 
this Change, and therefore out of Gompaflion, ay 
imagining (he had heard of fome Misfortunes from* 
Home, endeavoured by Pleatantry and good Hu- 
nour to kt her to Rights again ; and^ as fhe was a* 
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Favourite of Mrs. Diaper\ her young Mafter 
took the fame Pains, and often rallied her upon the 
little Abfence of Mind {he was guilty of. One 
Day, in particular, haying caught her all Tears 
in our Chamber, where I accidentally went for 
fome Thing or other, I aiked her ferioufly, if any 
111 had happened to her, or, in (hprt, if I couM any 
ways be of Service to her: Perhaps, fays I, jo- 
cofcly, you have received fome 'tad News of your 
Sweetheart; but prithee, Nanny^ don*t fret thyfclf 
to Death about it ;, what, I fuppofe he is falfe, is 
not be ? She immediately got up, and, cafting.a 
tender Look at mq, palTed fuddenly out at the Door» 
fiiying. Ah J Mr. T6of^fony\f I have any Sweet- 
heart, he is. not far from this Spot, fo much thi 
worfe Luck for me.. I was immediately flruck. 
with Ihe true State oF.the Cafe, ,^nd, though very 
artlefs and dupicl in fuch Matters^ perceived that I 
had been tb« Caufe of alj this fudden Alteration. la 
the fir ft Motions of my ftcarr, I felt fome Piea(ure 
jn the Thought of.this.Conqueft, I^muQ freely own ; 
the Girl was: young and handibme, and that was. a 
dangerous Teni^tation to a young Fellow of my 
fangQtne and warm Conftitution ; but foon the 
Checks ot^R^afon and. Morality got the be(t^ ia 
my Mind^ and I was refolved to behave to. her ia. 
a more dldant and cautious Manner $ for as it was 
smpoflible.and contrary to the Ambition of my 
Temper^ and the^Maxims of Prudence and Dut^jr, 
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to indulge a Fancy for her in a laudable Way, the 
expofing niyfelf to Difgrace, and her to Ruin, was 
a Thought too horrid to harbour \a sl Soul that had 
been nurtured in a Deteftation of the fordid and 
bafe Gratifications of the PaiHons. I feldoni went 
into the Houfe but at Meal-times, after this, or 
when my young Mafler accompanied me ^ and for-^ 
bore either to fpeak to, or look upon her, hoping 
that this might induce her to come to a proper 
Way of Thinking; but I foon found this was a 
pidemper that was not to be cured fo fuddenly i 
In Proportion as I retreated, (he grew more and 
ipore inflamed, and put herfclf in my Way, where- 
ever I went; would make- t\r€»ty Excufes in a 
Day to afk for fpmewhat,*br fome Quedion in the 
Shop or Comptipg-hqpfe ; and, af an Sample of 
the dangerous and fa(cinating Wiles of Women, I 
rnyfelf grew un€afy, jBvas refllefs,; new and ynufual 
Defirea agitated my Bvesifiy I beganjto bucn for X 
knew not what, and it Was with the utmoft Force 
I redrained myfelf, when an uriluck)^ Opportunity 
foon betrayed all oiy Rcfolyes. The othejp M^id 
was one Day ordered whh aMefiage in.ti^ Coun^ 
trfjiind unfortutiately my Friend was engli|ed-to dine 
Abroad, which he feldom (Jid y fo th^t 1 was forced 
to eat by myfelf, and^^obody was there to wait on 
me but Mrs. Jnne : The Journeyman wis alfo at 
my Mailer's Country^houfe, where he bad beea 
invited to fpend a Day or two.^ When I went u^ 
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to Dinner, I perceived at once that (he was drefled* 
with more than ordinary Care, and fhe behaved with 
fo muth ready Obligingnefsy that it was impoffiblc 
for me not to fall into fome Difcourfe with her '^ 
in (horl. Temptation and Opportunity were fuch 
forceable Batteries againft my better Refolutions,. 
that a Thoufand wanton Ideas rufiied into my 
Brain, and tpxtstd their baneful Influence over my 
\^h6le Frame ; (he perceived my Situation, and 
improved it by all the Arts (be was Miftrefs of;. 
Nature, too weak to affift my Reafon, (he triumph- 
ed in the Spoils'of toy Innocence, and, emboldened^ 
by the firft Trefpafsi the guilty Blifs was too oftea 
repeated, before I could perfuade myfelf to retire. 
When I got by myfelf, I foon was tempted to de- 
plore my Change of Condition ; I accufed myfelf of 
what I had been guilty of, with the utmoft Shame 
and Confufion; I now found myfelf rufHed, un-^ 
eafy and refilefs: Before, the Goodneis and the 
Untatntednela of my Heart (hewed itfelf in all my 
A Aions, now I could fcarce bear the Pain of Re-> 
fle£tion, and dreaded to look even my virtuous^ 
Friend in the Face ; the Crime itfelf, the Appre* 
henfion of the Confequences, the Fear of my own^ 
Reputation^ the Injury I had done to an innocent 
Creature, as I thought her, by thus being feduced^ 
to indulge her Weaknefs, altogether made my 
BoTom a perfeA Hell : I began to form Schemes 
•f concealing the fatal Intertourfe, and found, a- 
^- las !• 
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Us ? for the firft Time, that I muft learn to be a 
l/ypocritc, to pretend that Innocence, which 
was tiow no fflorc : The Thought of thus Cvin^ 
a Lye * gave me flill more inexpreffible Tor- 
ture. I refolvcd to renew the Guift no more, and 
then immediately forfeited my Refolution; nor wa» 
my Anxiety confined to my own Reflexions; I met 
with Reproaches from her, and Bewailings of whaf 
would become of her 5 I was obfiged to truckle to- 
ller Temper, to keep Things cafy ; fee perceives 
hcrfcif witR Child, renews her Complaints, I pro* 
mife Fidelity v ihe grows jealous, watches my Ac- 
ttons, upbraids me, weeps, fwoons away : I gra- 
tify her with Money, footh her, and, in fliort, be- 
come a vtry Wretch jfnd mere Slave, 

Ye YoiKhs, beware how ye yield to the firft At- 
tacks of Vice ; how cautious ought you to be to- 
guard againft the firft Allurement, the beginning 
Witchcraft ; let it attack you in what Shape it will„ 
h is equally deftrudive, equally perverfivc of your 
(uture Good, equally conducive to extirpate the 
ReKfli of Virtue from your Minds ; but, above all^ 
beware of it, when it approaches you under the 
ibft, the toO' enchantmg,. too captivating Gharms^ 
tf female deklive Arts ? It is then ye ought to put> 
forth your uima/t Strength^ ''work every NerVfy to 
refill the fubtle Invadtr ! Peace and Serenity of 
yiixA once deftfofed, the Confequence is dread- 
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ful ^ feldom we have the Power to retreat, but hurry 
on to bury, in a Wild of Folly and Intemperance, 
the little Re(Ie£lion, and the woeful Regrets, that 
will fiill continue to haunt our Souls. 

The Relifh I ufcd to have for the Company of 
young Mr. Diaper was palled, I had a fecret Kind 
of Envy of his fuperior Virtue ; he perceived my 
Alteration, but I afcribed it to the Head-ach, Low- 
nefs of Spirits, and other Caufes ; Bufinefslanguifli- 
ed with me. Home was uneafy to me, where I 
met with nothing but Reproaches from myfelf, and 
Upbraidings from the Authorefs of my Mifery. 
The delicate and iiiie Sentiments I had imbibed^ 
and the Turn of my Mind, which was of a ge- 
nuine pure Cad, now gave me repeated Vexations, 
never-ending Reproaches : I fought to bury my 
Difquiets in Company ; the Minute the Hours of 
Bufinefs were over, I was no more to be feen, but, 
ailbrting myfelf with fomeof the neighbouring Ap- 
prentices of my own Age, whofe Company I be-^ 
fore had defpifed, endeavoured by Wine and 
Mirth to drown and filence my Regrets. The 
.Two whom I was nraft frequently engaged with 
were WiU Prim^ a Mercer's Apprentice, who had 
ferved half his Time, and Dick Prigy an Attor« 
ney's Clerje, whofe Servitude was juft expired; 
As thefe young Fellows were of a lively, gay, 
thoughtlefs Difpofition, and their Converfation was 
full of Humour, I fuffered myfelf to fpend whol^ 

Even- 
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Evenings in their Company, in a Sort of Club or 
Society, which met at thofe Times, to unbend them- 
felves after the Fatigues of the Day. 


CHAP. X. 

Account of his new AJfoctates. He is difgufted 
with their Manners and Behaviour. — Be- 
comes acquainted with Mr. Speculifl:.^-//<? 
imbibes bis Principles. "^"Turns Rake —Re- 
moves his Mijirefs to ready furnijhed Lodg' 
ings^ where Jhe is brought to Bed. 

^ff R. Prim was a young Man of a good Share 
■1. of natural Senfe, which he had woefully 
perverted, and a tolerable Education, by pra£lifing 
all the reigning Follies ; but he retained an un- 
ufual Flow of Expreffion, which was very en- 
gaging. Prig was of a more referved Difpofition, 
and had preferved hitherto the Appearance of Vir- 
tue, by the deepeft Hypocrlfy and Diffimulation ; 
he had been bred up to Learning, in which he had 
made confiderable Improvement, and manifefted 
his Talents at Difputation and Controverfy, with 
great Applaufe. 

The reft of our Company confided of Journey- 
men and Apprentices, all in the fame Neighbour- 
hood, wbofc Chara6lers and Capacities were as va- 
rious 
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rious as their Profeffibns. Nothing could better evi- 
dence the beginning Depravity ^f my Mind, than 
the Pleafure I took in thefe Meetings; and what 
I at fiift had Recourfc. to, to chace away diftr, 
greeable Reflections on my late Mifcarriage, was 
almoft become fohabitual, that-I longed till Bufi- 
nefs was finiihed, that I might fly to my new Com* 
panions. The Converfation, however, foon grew 
diflafteful to me, generally rolling upon the Secrets 
of their Matters, the Tricks pradlifed in Trade, 
Sarcafms upon the Behaviour of the Perfons they 
lived with, and Defcriptions of Scenes of Madncfs 
and Debauchery; and, when* the Difcourfe grew 
dull, it was the Cudom to fmg a Song round. I 
had never been ufed to any, but fuch Converfe as 
improved and left a pleating Relifli upon the Mind ; 
and I was not yet fo loft to myfelf, as not to per- 
ceive the grofs Folly of fpending Time in fa empty 
and frothy a Manner J befides, I perceived by the 
Run of the Difcourfe, that moft of my Compani- 
ons werjc the worft of Men, and that they were not 
afliamed to boaft. and vaunt of fuch A£lions as I 
could not, even now, refleS on without Horror* 
I became confequently very dull and melancholy^ 
which was foon perceived, and the Caufe guefled 
at by Prigy who often propofed to advance fome; 
ferious Topic of Difcourfe 5 and blamed the reft 
for employing their Time, and the Time of the 
Company, fo nuich in talking of Trifles, or Wick- 

ednefsk 
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ednefs, which he fald was worfe. I was too good 
a Bait to be loft fo foon \ I had Money enough, and 
was very generous, and my two new Friends had 
fupplied their wants two or three Times at my 
Expence, which they did with the moft caielefs and 
jantee Air imaginable, always promiGng^an imme- 
diate Return, which however was never again 
. thought of, I was juft in the Humour of leaving, 
them one Night for ever, when a young Gentle- 
man came into the Room, at whofe Appearance. 
they all exprefled the utmoft Satisfaflion, and fa-^ 
luted him famiFiarly, by the Name c^ Harry S^pe^ 
ttdiji ; his Deportment fpoke fomewhat fo modeft 
and fo genteel, that I conflrained myfelFand fat 
dcrwn again in my Place ; after the ufual Salutations,^ 
r was prefeiited to him as a* Gentleman deferving 
his Acquaintance, and I could overhear Pr/^ tel- 
ling, him that I was a clever young Fellow, a 
Scholar, and a Man of Scnfe. The Converfatioa 
then became general, till the New-comer reproved 
cme of the Company for Swearings which gave me 
a great deal of Pleafure: He then harangued uport 
the odious, unprofitable, and vulgar Nature of that 
iifelefs Vice> in fo pretty and fo polite a Manner, 
that I was quite inamoured with him, and parted 
that Evening, after we had mutually requefled the 
Pleafure of each other's Company the next Night; 
when, according to Agreement, we met,. and hap- 
-pencd to.be near half an Hour together before the 

reft 
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reft came. After fome curfory Compliments, he told 
me, that he obferved laft Night that I did not feera 
much pleafed with the Company; and really, ^^ fays 
** he, I muft agree with you, that the Converfa- 
*' tion amongft them is much beneath the Dignity 
** of a Man of Senfe and Reflexion, or a national 
** Creature : I have abfentcd myfelf frequently on 
** that Account; but, as I know my Company 
** is efteemed by them, my Benevolence to my 
** Fellow- creatures will not fufFer me to abftain 
** from my Vifits altogether ; and I the rather 
^^ come now and then, as perhaps I may be lucky 
'* enough to drop fomewhat or other, that may 
** benefit them, and engage them to forfake fome 
** Follies that I fear they are not a little guilty of." 
I commended his Difpofition, which appeared to 
me perfeflly amiable, and we were entering into z 
very entertaining Converfation, when Mr. Prig 
and two or three more entered the Room. The 
Converfation then became general, anJ at length 
produced a Difpute between Mr. SpecuUJ} and Prig 
upon the moral Fitnefs of Things ; in which I dif- 
covered either of them was far from being an Ad- 
vocate for Revealed Religion. However, what 
Speculijl faid, was modeft and fpoke wiih Candour 
and a Shew of Impartiality. I foon became very 
intimate with this Perfon, who feemed to behave 
irreproachably, and underftood he had been defign- 
cd for the Church ; but, u Fortune of 200 /. per //«- 

num 
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num coming to him by the Death of an Uncle, he 
chofe to live unincumbered by the Duties of any 
particular Profeffion. In Proportion as this Inti- 
macy incrcafed, I difcovered new Matter for 
Rcfpeft in my new Acquaintance, who now 
engrofled rather too much of my Time; he 
had a large Share of Knowledge, and the mod 
talking Manner of Expreffion and Addrefs that I 
ever met with ; but it would have been happy for 
me, had I never known him ; his Principles were 
deteftable, and, tho* he covered his Failings with 
great Art, yet I found, in fome Time, that he was 
much addided to very coarfe Gratifications of 
his Senfes, and that his Devotion to Women was 
exceflive. In (bort, the unfettled and anxious 
State of my "already tainted Mind gave me up a 
Prey to his Maxims and Principles, and I foon be- 
gan to fee Difficulties in the Sacred Writings, and 
Abfurdities, as I foolilhly imagined, that tottered 
my Faith to the very Foundation. I began to think 
oiir Paflions were given us to be gratified, and 
fo long as Scandal could be avoided, which was 
the whole that conftituted the Crime, I might 
ind ulgc in the moft guilty Exceflcs : Aflions, we a- 
greed mutually, were no otherwife good or bad 
than as they promoted or interfered with the Hap- 
pinefs of the Community, and that all Ceremo- 
'^ies or Modes of Worfhip were empty and ridicu- 
ous; and thus, in a few Months, I was involved in 

guilty 
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guilty Courfes, and a few fi^Uacibus Arguments, 
that too much flattered my prefent Temper, over- 
turned what the Wifdom and Goodnefs of my 
Father had been ecefting in my Soul for Years. 
This, however, is certain, that I had been fequrc 
from all the Arts of Speculijl^ whofc Arguments, 
in my more fobcr Moments, appeared very Cob- 
webs to me, had I not been previoufly guilty of a 
Crime that had unhinged and unfettled my Temper, 
and untuned my Mind for the Pra^ice of any, good 
Precepts. 

By this Time Nanny began to fliew her Preg- 
nancy ; and, as (he had preferved a tolerable Ap« 
pearance of Refpcft for fome Time paft, I agreed to 
a Requeft (be made me, to provide her a Lodging, 
and give her fome Support, fpr the further Gratifi* 
cation of my-unlawful Appetites : Accordingly, pre- 
tending (he had received a Letter, that her Father 
was very bad, and requefted her to come into the 
Country, (he obtained her Difcharge from ou( 
good Miflrefs, who parted with her, as did all (he 
red of the Family, without the leaft apparent Suf'* 
picion of what had happened ; and I faw her to 
an Apartment I had provided in the Skirts of ihe 
Town, fupplying her with what Moneys was ne*- 
ceflary in her prefent Condition. I generally 4- 
fited her every Evening, and renewed now, without 
much Compunflion, that Int^rcourfc that had 
brought me thus into fo difmal a Situation. <At the 

Didanco 
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Diflance of three Months after her Removal, She 
was delivered of a Son, which happily died in the 
Month: And now I more than ever herded with 
Prim and his Companions, often flayiqg out late, 
and frequentlynotreturning Home all Night, which 
induced great Expences ; and, together with thofe 
of my Mifirefs, reduced me to very great Straits : 
Young Mr. Diaper^ tho' he carried a Face of more 
Gravity and Concern than ordinary, took no Man- 
ner of Notice of the Difference of my Condud, 
but, in e\'ery Thing, had hitherto behaved with 
his ufual Ffiend(hip and Kindnefs, which I was 
far from deferving, being become a moft notorious 
Rake and Debauchee. 


CHAP. XL 

His Extravagafky perceived by bis Falher^s 
Friend^ to whvm he was intrajied. — He ad- 
vifes him. — He grows quite negleiiful of his 
Bufi fiefs. — Tender Difcourfe between him and 

, joung Dhp^v.-^^Extravagancy of his Mifs^ 
— parrels with her. — I>ij ewers her Infi- 
delity. — Parts with her. — Receives a Let- 

' ter from his Father. - 

MY frequent Demands upon Mr. Deacdn^ the . 
Gentleman to whom my Father had recom- 
mended mc, and intruded with the Payment of tity 

I Allowance, 
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Allowance, and who had behaved with the greateft 
Refpeft and Confideration imaginable, ever fince 
his Departure, made him very fufpicious that my 
Conduft was not fo right as it had been formerly j 
for, in the firft two Years of my Time, I had ndt , 
drawn above a Third of what he was defired to fup- 
ply me with ; and now, all on a Sudden, as it were, 
takin^the Remainder out of his Hands, and prcfling 
for more every novv and then, with great Earneft- 
nefs, it was very natural for him to think oddly of 
the Matter. He fpake to my Mafter, and his 
Son, about it, and enquired privately into my Be- 
haviour ; but, as to my Mafter, he knew nothing 
to the contrary, but that I behaved as well as ufual ; 
and, as to his Son, he had too much AfFc<Stion f»r 
me to betray his Sentiments, or the Knowledge he 
had of the Alterations that he had obfcrved in me ; 
therefore he imagined that I might have fallen upon 
fome Scheme to imploy the Money, in fome Way 
or other to my Advantage, as he had obfcrved in 
me before a great Difpofition to Oeconomy and 
Frugality : However, this did not hinder him from 
giving all the proper Advice that he thought necef- 
fary, in my unguarded Time of Life. He laid open 
the Vices and Follies of the Town, with becoming 
Indignation; and pointed out to me thofe Rbcks 
and Quickfands on which fo many unhappy young 
Men had been loft. As I had a great Regard and 
Rcfpc<a for him, I always attended to what he faid 

with 
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whh Abundance of Patience ; for I had not yet 
leartit to defpife Infirudion, or to be difobliged 
with Reproof; and gave him fuch Anfwers, as, for 
the prefent, allayed his Fears ; and accordingly he 
had not wrote about them to my Father. 

My friendly young Mafler all this Time was 
very uneafy, on my Account ; he was fenfible, that, 
if I was engaged in any laudable Purfuit, I (hould, 
with my former Freedom, have imparted it to him, 
and alked his Advice, as ufual, till lately ; and 
therefore feared, confidering alfo the conftant Em- 
barraflment of my Behaviour andCountenance, that 
fomewhat very extraordinary had happened to me; 
but my Staying out of Nights convinced him that 
I was detained for no Good : I could often perceive 
iim figh ; and as his Love for tne was very great, 
and indeed met with a moft afFedlionate Return, 
and an unreferved Confidence, till I was thus hur- 
ried from myfelf by this Breach in my Morals, he 
could no longer conceal his Concern; and one 
Evening, when I was goiilg to my ufual Rendezvous, 
he begged the Favour of my Company, aRequeftI 
could not poffibly help comlying with. 

We fpent the fore Part of the Evening in our 
lifual Manner, converfing on feveral ufeful To- 
pics, and reading alternately ; and, to render mf 
iL)etention the more acceptable to me, he provided 
a Supper, and the Glafs was circulated with more 
Freedom than ordinary. He accidentally, at length, 
• V^l; I. E took 
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took up the Fair Penitent^ which lay on the Table \ 
and, turning it over^ afked my Opinion of the ten- 
der Scene between Altamont and his Friend Hdratio^ 
after he had difcovered the Falfliood of Callfta. 
I freely confefled I thought the Poet had worked it. 
up with a great deal of Judgment \ and that, con- 
fidering the Provocation Altamont had given his 
Friend before, it was a Mafter- piece to introduce 
Lavinia^ without whofe Interpofitton it would have 
been very improbable to efFeft fuch a Reconci* 
liation. Thence our Dtfcourfe rolled on the Na^ 
ture of Friendfhip, about which our Sentiments 
were quite conformable: And now, dear ^ot 
(fays he) may not I reproach you for Want of 
Friendfhip to me ? I have obfervcd an unufual, 
unlooked for Alteration in your Behaviour, for 
many Months : I am fenfible your Coldnefs towards^ 
me has not been caufed by any Thing I have faid 
or done to ofFend you ; I have too great a Regard 
for you ever even to think of any Thing likely to 
give you Pain or Uneafinefs ; what then is the 
Reafon I am become diftafteful to you f You fhun 
me, and fly my Company, as if it was difagreeable 
to you. As a fincere Friend is one of the greateft 
Bleffings in Life, to be difappointed in fuch an En- 
joyment is one of the greateft Mortifications ima- 
ginable ; and our Friendfhip was of fuch a Nature, 
having — Severe ft Virtue for its Bajis^ as the Poet 
fa} s, that nothing but a Deviation from its divine 

Principles, 
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Principles, I think, could deftroy our Union. My 
AfFedlioh to you is, perhaps, more ftrongly rooted 
than you can Well imagine ; how then can 1 per- 
ceive the Cloud you wear upon your Countenance, 
and that vifible Alteration in you ; you, who was 
1 Pattern of Regularity and'Sobriety, without feel- 
ing the moft pungent Sorrow? For God's Sake, 
y^, unbofom yourfelf to me; whatever has hap- 
pened, I am ready to comfort and aflift you, not 
only by Words, but will relinquifli every Thing iti 
my Power to reftorc your Quiet* I am fenfible 
of your late Familiariry with Primy and, take my 
Word for it, he is a very Wretch ; and, tho' you 
never afked me my Opinion of Mr. SpeculiJIy I 
will plainly tell you, that, if it be no Impeach- 
ment to your good Senfe to keep him Company, 
yet, in Time, it will be very deftrudlivc of your 
Morality ; there is fcarce a more vicious Fellow 
breathing, and heis a Companion the more dan- 
gerous, as he gilds over his Vices with the Appear- 
ance of Reafon and Philofophy. What would our 
Fathers fay! what would they think of you, if you 
were known to like his Fellowfliip and Cohver- 
fation! — So home a Charge gave me the utmoft 
Pain ; I bluftied, and was confounded, and fincerely 
hated myfelf, for abufing fo much Goodnefs and 
Generofity : In that tranfient Moment I took a 
filent Refolution to leave off my Follies ; I wa^ 
relieved by the Thought ; I refumed a free Air, 
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and, without much Conftraint, told the dear Youth 
that I was fenHble my Conduft had been very re- 
proachable: — ^Not fo, fays he, I don't reproach 
you; I defire to know nothing you are not willing 
I (hould know, only return to the warm Friend(hip 
you have always feemed to be infpired with, and fave 
me from the Pain of thinking that you are purfuing 
a Courfe that will make you completely wretched. 
*— Thefe laft Words were accompanied with a Tear 
or two, which excited the fame Motions of Grief 
in me. 1 promifed the dear Friend, that I would 
foon difclofe my whole Soul to him, and, in the 
mean Time, begged him to fufFer me to drop the 
Difcourfe, which became too tender for me to 
fupport ; he confenred, we entered upon indiffe- 
rent Matters, and I feemed to be that Night robbed 
of all my Difquiets, by the Refolution I had taken* 
I perceived, by fome Part of his Difcourfe, tl^at 
be guefled a little at my Situation ; the Idea gave 
me Torture incxpreffible; I refolved, over and 
over, to forfake my fiUy and vicious Companions^ 
and to return again to the happy State I had loft 
almoft the Relifli for. Alas ! how frail are all 
our Refoiutions? I think I was bewitched, and the 
next Night deftroyed the Force of every Thing 
that pafl'ed the Night before: My Mind, ufed to 
Idlenefs and Folly, was not fo foon to be reftored to 
itfelf, and made capable of fober Refleflion j the 
Glafs was circulated, the Jefts flew about the Table; 

SftcuJiJi 


of Joz Thompsom. 77 

Spiculift harangued, and I forgot myfelf and my 
Friend : How hard is it to recover the Mind, when 
too much Pleafure has (bftened and enervated it ? 
The Returns of Vice, like thofe of an intermitting 
Fever on the Body, are not to be refilled ; it bears 
al] before it, and deftfoys every fober and reafon- 
able Suggeftioh. 

My Negleds grew quite notorious at Home ; 
whole Days, as well as Nights, were fpent with 
my new Companions, or my Girl, in all the aban- 
doned Loofenefs imaginable : Mr. Deacon^ in vain, 
advifed me, and threatened to write to my Father: 
I was loft to all Senfe of my Duty, and Reputation 
hfelf ; when an Accident, that befel me, rather 
conduced to confirm me in my Bad Courfes, than 
to (hew me the Folly of them, by dilating to my 
ifnhinged and perverted Imagination, that all the 
Pretences that were made in the World to Reli- 
gion and Virtue were Hypocrify and Diflimula-' 
cion. 

• The falfc Pleafurcs I received in my Amours, 
which were not fole'y confined to Kanny^ if I had 
not been loft indeed to all Sentiments oFHappinefs, 
were mingled with fo many dlfagreeable Circum- 
if ances, that I' (houM not have long thought them 
engaging. As to her, I began to receive the moft: 
cu tincr Affrons from her ; (he had loft all her Soft- 
nefsandComplaifance,and domineered and flounced 
abour, in a Manner that furprifcd me \ her Ra- 
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paciaufnefs and Extravagancy made me perpetually 
uneafy i {he had even prevailed on me to write to 
my Father for an Increafe of his moft gencrou5 
Allowance, and I had been fuch a Dupe to comply. 
Our Meetings were generally uftiered in, and 
concluded, with a Quarrel, in which we mu- 
tually accufed each other for being the C^gf^ of 
our prefent Unhappinefs: In fliort, I grew jaded 
and tired i feldom came near her; and, if Fe^r of 
her violent Temper had not deterred- me, fhould 
have parted with her with great Satisfa£Hon. I 
thought I perceived of late a Self-intereftednefs and 
cunning Refer ve, that I had never noticed before. 
I had flayed away from her one whole Week, when 
I took a Refolution to call upon her, to leave hes 
fome IMoney„ having jsuft received fomc from Mr.. 
Deacafi, which, indeed, upon my Importunity, he 
bad advanced, before it was due. When I came 
to the Door, the Woman of the Houfe told me,, 
with a half Smile, that Mrs. Jeniim^s Coufin wa» 
with her, for that was the Name we went by there,. 
my felf palling for her Hulband, who was a Tide- 
waiter, and employed chiefly in Bufineis upon 
the River,^ which made my Vifits fo uncertain. 
The Word C^2j/7« ftartled me, for I had really fome 
little AfFe<9ion for her; and, upon Enquiry, the 
Woman told me Ihe thought I had known of his 
Vifits, for he was there every Day. I faid no more,, 
kut fpftly dole up Stairs into the Bed* chamber,, 
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where, from a Clofet, I could over-hear every Thing 
thatpafTed in Madam's Dining-room ; and had not 
been placed long, but, to my great Surprife, I beard 
the Voice of Mr. Pucker^ our Journeyman. TTie 
Reader may eafily guefs my Aftonifliment, and the 
Conjectures that diftra£(ed nvy Brain, when I was 
relieved from my Doubts of the Reafon of his being 
there, by the following Dialogue, frequently in- 
terrupted with Kifles : So, fays he, the young 
Puppy has not been here this Week, you fay; upon 
my Word, Nancy ^ you (hould adt a little more 
politically ;. if you ufe him fo roughly, you will Ipfe 
your Spark, and you know we cannot do with- 
out him : That's true, fays (he, but, as at firft 
I gave myfelf to him to fcreen our Corre- 
fpondence,^ you muft be fcnfible that I can have 
no Regard for him> but the utmoft Averfion, 
which, in fhort, I begin to be unable to conceal ; 
I wonder you will put me to fo difficult a Taflc : 
If it was not for his Money,. replied he, he might 

be d d{ but it is impoffiblcfor me, in my pre- 

fent Situation, to keep you myfelfs and, there- 
fore, as we reap fuch a Benefit from him, you 
fliould behave fo as to fecure him till vft can do 
better.— This Speech was fucceeded by an Em- 
brace, which I could perceive was carried on to 
thelaft Crifis. My Surprife and Aflonifliment at 
this exceeded Defcription ; I trembled with Rage 
and Fury, my Knees tottered .under me, and I was 

E 4 ready 


8o The Life and AdycrttiTfcs 

jeady to fall on the Floor ; but, recoUeSing myfelj^ 
I made Shift to find my Way dowa Stairs ; and, 
going, to a neighbouring Public-Houfe, lyrotethe 
following Letter, and left it with the Woman to 
deliver to her, together with^ two Guineas ; and, 
paying the Arrears of Rent due, told her I difcharged 
myfclf of any farther Care about paying for the 
Lodgings, an^ then departed, pleafed with myfelf 
for having exercifed fo much Tempec and Pru- 
dence : 

^Madam, 

TH E Proofs I have juft received of your ilt 
Treatment of me, from firft to laft, by the 
Difcourfe I have over-heard between you and youc 
Paramour^ have determined me to be your Dupe 
no longer. I don't pretend to upbraid you, But 
only rcflcft upon my own Folly and Stupidity, for 
fuffering myfelf to be made the Tool and Property 
of a bafe, defigning Woman, (o evidently to my • 
Hurt and Detriment. I have difcharged what was 
due for your Lodging, and have teft two Guineas 
in your Landlady's Hand for your prefent Ufe ; 
for you may afiure yourfelf you will no more hear 
from 

Joseph Thompson. 

P* S, If your Acquaintance behaves prudently, it 
fhall not be my Fault, if any Thing of his 
Conduct tranfpires. 

Had 
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, Had any indifferent Perfon been the Accom- 
plice of this Woman, I believe I {hould imme- 
diately have grown fick and tired of Vice, which 
wears fo many Thorns about it ; but Packer was 
reckoned a Prodigy of Sobriety, and had made 
Shift to behave fo cautioufly, that he was the Fa- 
vourite of our whole Family, and had been par- 
ticularly obliging to me: He was a conftant Church* 
goer, arid put on fuch an Appearance of Religioa 
and Sanflity, that he was the laft Perfon I could 
have fufpe£led of any criminal A6lion ; but nowt 
difcovering the Blacknefa of his Behaviour, I con- 
cluded, all in a Hurry, that there was no real Good-r 
ncfs in the World, and ftrengthened myfelf with a? 
Maxim of ^ochefoucauh^s that SpecuUJi had ever 
in his Mouth, That fill Mankind are Knaves or 
Fools J and only differ from one another y as they are" 
more or kfs fo. Thus I argued, or feemed to argue, 
myfelf into a Belief, that Hypocrify and Diffimu- 
lation, rather than any real Virtue or Piety, was- 
the Source of the orderly Behaviour of thofe that 
paiTed for the bed People, t rejoiced at my De* 
livery from the Slavery and Expence I was in-^ 
yoWed in, and fwore that no particular Obje6l^ 
ihould byafs me again to fo much Folly. Thefe Re* 
folves were more ftrengthened by the Converfation 
I had, the fame Evening, with Specult/i ; and I 
ftill increafed them by the Mirth that was infpired 
by Wine, and. the Company pf my old AfTociates* 

E s When 
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When I returned Home, Mr. Deacon^ I founif^. 
had left a Letter, which he received inclofed in one 
to him from my Father, which baftily breaking 
open, I found to the fcdlowing EiteSt : 

Dear Son^ 

I Can't help telling you, that your defiring an* 
Augmentation of the Sum I allow you for your 
Expences has very greatly furprifed me, and I 
can't at prefent imagine how you could even dif- 
pofe of what you have had already. If I was apt 
to fufpe£t your Condu^, I have but too much: 
£.eafon to do fo, as I have, to my great Concern^ 
found you flack and remifs in paying the Compli- 
ment of writing to me and your Mother ; and 
Mr. Deacon has, with the utmoft l;ender Regard, 
however, to you, hinted fome Things to me which 
cannot fail giving me confiderable Pain : But aa 
your Matter, in his lad Account of you, faid fa 
much in your Praife, and I know you fo well fe- 
cured from the Attacks of Vice or Folly, which 
ride predominant in Loudon^ by a virtuous and 
fober Education, and an excellent natural Temper, 
I will not give Way to any uneafy Surmifes ; nay,, 
I have even gratified your Requeft, and have de<-^ 
fired my Friend to increafe your Stipend ten 
Pounds every Year. I hope, my dear Child, you 
will not give me Occafion to repent my Indulgence : 
J am fenfible of the many Temptations Youth ^e 
X liable 
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liable to in that wicked Town : I am even tempted 
fometimes to blame myfelf for being the Inftrument 
of your going there ; but, ail Things confidered, 
and reflecting upon the excellent Examples before 
you, in your worthy Mafter and his amiable Son,^ 
I believe I may make myfelf eafy. Remember 
one Thing, that immoderate Expences, even in the 
innocent Cravings of Nature, and the Fafhions 
that Cuftom has introduced, is a Thing of a very 
bad Tendency, and will, in Time, engage a cor- 
rupt Habit of Mind. I would not have you mean 
and fordid; your Temper and Conftitution fecure* 
you from that; and, on the other Hand, employ 
your Money judicioufly, and let not your Plenty 
be a Temptation to a too great Indulgence of Plea- 
fure, or any extravagant Gratifications, Sir Walter ^^ 
who has built an Houfe in our Neighbourhood, and 
the young Lady, who is always with your Mother,, 
and feems to have a great Regard for me and my 
Family, defire their Compliments to you : Your 
Mother fends her BleiBng, and you have the fame,, 
moft heartily, with Prayers for your Health and 
Welfare, 

From your very affeHionate Father y^ 

William Thompsok, 
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CHAP. Xtt. 

He frequents the Playboufe.'-Converfes with 
IVomen of the Town, — Reforts to Bawdy- 
boufes, — Adventures at a noted Bagnio.-'^ 
Beats the Watch. — Is carried with Prim t^ 
the Watch-houfe. — They are releafed. — 
Pays a Debt for Prig. — Commences an Ac- 
quaintance with Mrs. Modifh. 

TH.I S Letter of my Father's, at firft, gave me 
a great deal of Fain, and opened a Field of 
Reflexion, which, however, I foon overcame: If 
it did me any Service, it wias .only to make ma 
more careful of keeping lip Appearances at Home, 
that my Matter might not perceive my Alteration 
ofCharaftcr; tjierefore 1. never flaid out late, or 
lay out all Night, at thofc Times which he (pent 
I in Town, which were now lefs frequent than 
ever, as his Son was more and more capable to fup- 
ply his Place; and, as to hioi, his Friendfliip filemly 
winked at every Thing. Freed from the Incum- 
brance of the perfidious Wretch my Miftrefs, and 
Packer J for his own Sake, behaving with great Cir- 
cumfpe<ftion and Mpdefty, I gave a Loofe to the 
falfe Pleafures I was devoted to, more ihan^ever; 
every Night carried me with SptcuUJly Prig^ or 
Pr/V», to the Theatre, which was now become my 
reigning Tafte; but as my Soul was muddied, and 

foul 


foul with vicious Taint, all the fublime Morality 
of our excellent Dramatic Performances was loft 
upon me,, and, mingling with the fenfelefs Herd, 
it only bedame a Place of downright Debauchery, 
and ft up id Sallies of incoherent Impertinence ; 
Hifling, affronting the Audience, drawing Bhiflies 
from the Fair, intriguing with the A£lrefles behind 
the Scenes, attending the Levee in the Green Roorn^ 
converfing with the loweft Part of the Town, tho', 
perhaps, diftinguilhed by Drefs and Title, Buf- 
ibonry. Bawdry, and rank Nonfcnfe, • were the 
delicate Inducements that drew us there : Often 
•our Entertainment concluded with a riotous Quar- 
rel, wherein the maddeft Adlions, the mod obfcene 
and irregular Starts of Paffion, diftinguiflied us-; 
and as we feldom went there till we were topr 
heavy, as the Saying is,, we frequ^tly came off with 
the worft : From thence, we ufed to adjourn to 
the Tavern, and, when thoroughly inftamed w^ith 
the infpiring Juice of the Vine, fcour the Hundreds 
of Drury^ and commit fuch Pranks, as it were a 
Shame and Reproach even to mention. The Wop 
men of the Town now engaged my Attention, and, 
for a Time, I took the greateff Pleafure imagi- 
nable in' frequenting the dark Regions of Luft. 
To'defcribe the various Broils this engaged me in, 
and the bair-breadth ^Scapes I ha4 from the Wjles 
of the flattering Whore, and the Rage of the fwag- 
gcring Bully, would tire my Reader's Patience, 

and 
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and keep him too long from Things of greater 
Moment, and of more engaging Relifh. The 
Tricks I have fecn put upon the Unwary that fell 
into thefe righteous Hands, the loathfome Nau- 
feoufnefs of thofe apparently tempting Charmers, 
when viewed in puris naturalibuSj would have foon 
given a Surfeit to any but a Wretch who had 
thrown afide dl Delicacy and Confideratioii) and 
the Exercife of Reafon and good Senfe. My Ex- 
cedes of this Kind frequently made me the Viflim 
of the moft (hocking Diflempcr ; which, however, 
as I fufFered it to run to no Extremity^ gave me 
but a flight Uneafinefs ; a Surgeon's Appren^- 
tice, one of our Gang, was always at Hand, with 
his own Skill, and his Maftcr's Medicines, to patch 
up the Diforder, without Hindrance, or Confine- 
ment fufficient to draw us ofF long from the 
odious Cuftom of reforting to thofe Temples of 
Satan. The Life of a common Proftitute 
is furely the moft miferable that Imagination 
can form ah Idea of, ever fubje£): to the brutal 
Violence, and filthy Embraces, of a promifcuous 
motly Herd, and, like the common Sewer, a Re- 
ceptacle of all Filth that flows from the libidinous 
Excefles of the Town ; nor could the famed Box 
of Pandora contain more Evils than fhe is made 
the Inheritor of; till a conftant Purfuit of the 
fame filthy Trade totally demolifhes her Healthy 
and ibe rots away by Peace-meal, and at length is 

too 
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too ofcen expofed and abandoned to a (hocking, 
untimely End, by the Courfe of the flowly ftealing 
Corruption, or the Hand of Jufiice heavily preffing 
her for fome trivial Theft, that, perhaps, her v^roefui 
Wants have forced her to comreit. 

One Evening Prim and myfclf had formed » 

Reiblution of lying at a noted Bagnio near Cbar^ 

ing'CroJij to purchafe the Enjoyment of a frelh: 

Brace of thefe Dukinea'sj being quite cloyed 

with thofe at our ufual ReCnts : fieit^ Stran-* 

gers to the Govemefs cf thefe FSiUs de Jt^i^ ^t 

perfuaded Sffculift to introduce and flsrtthe Garner 

Old Mother Damnable received us with great Af« 

feAion of Compldifance, and calling us her CbiU 

dren, the ufual Cant, faluted us feverally with a 

Pair of Lips, that expelled a Breath equalled by 

nothing but the cadaverous Scent of a putrified 

Carcafie, and had almoft prejudiced me againft the 

Goods we were going to cheapen. SpecuSJi afked 

her. How Trade ftood ? Alack, my De^r, lays the 

whining Bawd, I am almoft ruined i thefe Half- pay 

Officers lie fo heavily upon my Hands, and fcore 

up move than I take of my other Guefts ; well^ 

God blefs the King, but, if we had another War, I 

might have fome Chance for my Money ; — but 

what will you drink 1 1 have fome of the fineft Arrack 

you ever tafttd : Well feid. Mother, let us have a 

ftaring Crown Bowl then ? Fye, Mr. Speculifly fure 

you woidd net call for fuch a [MiBping Quantity as - 

that I 
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that s what fay you, Love, chucking me under the 
Chin, (hall I make it up half a Guinea ? — Here, 
Mrs. Decoy^ fill this Bowl with Arrack. Won't you 
walk into the Parlour, Gentlemen ? You will find 
all the Ladies there, poor Things, they want Com- 
pany. Away we pofted into the Parlour, and 
found three delicate Bona Roha's drinking Tea, and 
chatting by the Fire-fide. Here an elegant Supper 
was ferved upland, after replenifliing the Bowl three 
or four Times, mod of which was fucked up by 
Madam and her Nymphs, we fettled the Pre- 
liminaries ; and, every Man fingling his Doxy,, 
mounted for our feveral Apartments, juft as the 
Watchman had roared out paft Two o'Clock. I 
muft own, I thought I was going to clafp an An- 
gel, the Red and Whke was fo livelily difplayed 
en her Cheeks, and the fwelling Bofom gave me 
fuch a Profped of heightened Raptures ; fo with 
eager Hafte difrobing- ourfelves, we crept between 
the Sheets, prepared to employ our Time as in- 
duftrioufly as eager Warmth foretold we (hould : My 
bafhful Goddefs, from her high Senfe of Modefty, 
extinguKhing the Taper, to hide, as (he pretend- 
ed, her glowing Biuthes, being, poor Thing, but ' 
newly intruded in the Trade. In about an Hour 
afterwards we both fell into a found Sleep, from 
which we were fuddenly awakened by a thui\der- 
ing Noife at the Door, which at firfl I could not 
conceive the Meaning of^ till I was thoroughly 

rous'd 
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TDus'd by the terrifying Cry of Mmrder^r^^f^^** 
— Finding it high Time to provide for my Secu- 
rity, I huddled on my Cloaths in a Trice : As for 
Madam, (he ftood Ihivering and (baking like an 
Afpin Leaf; not that robbing the old Devil's Houfe, 
(he faid, would afFed her ; but (he was fearful the 
Rogues would abufe and violate herPerfon. I ad- 
vifed her however to (lay where (he was, whilft T, 
armed with a Poker, fallied forth as grim as Her^ 
tides or Nero. Upon coming into the Entry, 
which divided our Apartment from three or four 
more on the fame Floor, I was immediately jum- 
bled in the Dark amongft Eve or fix Women, wha, 
by their Voices, I found were the old Bawd and 
fome of her Females, all trembling and crying to 
God, to havi Mercy upon them, I ventured to a(k 
the Meaning of their Fright ; Alack-a-day, fays the 
old Whore, I am ruined. Sir ; to be fure they have 
moved off every Thing valuable below j and thei> 
blubbered out,. Ob, my China ! my Pewter ! and 
to be fure they have broken open my Bar ! I am an 
undone Woman ! Wei), fays I, can't you ftrike a 
Light ?- And the good Mother then recollected (he 
had a Tinder-box in her Room, but neither her- 
ielf, nor any body elfe, could be prevailed on to (tir 
to fetch it. Whilft this was under Debate, we 
heard the Door of another Room opened, and ^ 
hoarfe Voice hollowed out, D — n your Blood, 
what is all this Racket fur, are you all mad ? Ok» 

Captaio> 
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Captain, fays one of the Wenches, there arc Thieves 
in the Houfe ; and at that Inftant a Noife, like the 
Overturning of a Table and Glafles, faluted our 
Ears : Oh, by G — , if that's all, fays the fame 
Voice, it is no Bufinefs of mine ? D— n ye, why 
don't ye call the Watch ? And fo flapped the Door 
too again, and double-bolted it : Ay, fays one of 
the Ladies, there is your Man of Courage for youy 
Madam ; I am fure I would never difgrace Scar-*^ 
let, if I was fuch a Coward \ — you will take Care 
of Number one I perceive. Prefently we heard a 
Stamping up Stairs, upon which the Nymphs aH 
fcudded, fome into one Room, and fome in anar 
ther, wherever they could grope their. Way. As 
foon as I perceived the Stamping was pretty near 
our Stair-head, I afked. Who is there, who i« that ? 
A Voice replied^ which I foon diflinguiihed to be 
Prints 'y What the Devil have you been at, fays I,. 
old Friend j nay, I can't tell, fays ' e, for I be- 
lieve all the Devils in Hell are le.. W(e below. 
By this Time Madam Governefs brought a Lights 
and found Prim and me together ; he without any 
thing on but his Shirt, and (haking with Cold ti!l 
his Teeth uttered a Sound like the Ticking of a. 
Clock, but more irregular. We refolved now to 
explore the Bottom of the Matter ^ fo fnatching the 
Light, and brandifliing my Poker, I marched in' 
the Van j-Pr/w, armed with a Brafs CandJeflick,^ 
followed me,^ and the ^whole Bevey of Ladies 

bioughfc 
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brought up the Rear ; when we came into the 
Parlour, where we had been drinki«g, we found 
indeed the whole Room flripped, and, turning our 
Eyes towards the Window, perceived that it bad 
been broke open, and the Shutter had a Pannel 
completely cut out of it : Here was the Myftery 
opened, our next Work was to look after the 
Stragglers, if perchance any had lagg'd behind ;. 
but our Search was fruitlefs, for our Noife had 
hurried them away fo precipitately, that they had 
decamped without making any extraordinary Booty« 
The Man in Scarlet and Speeuliji by this Time 
bad joined us, and propofed a TifF of Punchy 
which, as foon as Mrs. Decoy bad kindled a Fire, we 
bad ferved up> and nobody remained dull but the 
kind Hoflefs, who was mourning over the Lofs of 
a Punch.Iadle and fome other Geer which flie 
mifled after this Incurfion. Such a Groupe of Fi« 
gures I never furveyed before j the Women had 
only loofc Gowns over them, and fo difcevellcd^ 
that you would imagine they lefembled fo many 
Furies ; the Captain, wha was now very valiant 
at Sight of a clear Coafl: and the Punch, had only 
his Regimental Coat on, and Prim had juft put on 
a Gown of Mrs. Decc/s^ which he found lying in 
the Kitchen; as to the Miiirefs of the Houfe, 
having nothing on to confine her Load of Belly, 
(he appeared a Creature of fuch a Form, that it 
was impoflible to invent a Name for. Every one 

moved 
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moved now to retire again to their warm Bdds, ancf 
the fame Hint was given to me by a female Voice o- 
vcr my Shoulder, which I then perceived proceeded 
from nly Bargain, who I thought had not ventur- 
ed out of her Room ; but oh Heavens ! Ovid^ with 
all his Metamorphofes, could not have matched 
fiich a Transformation. The Red that had glowed 
in her Cheeks was now removed to her Chin, and 
her whole Face was fuch a Jumble of Colours, and 
fo hagged and frightful, that I difputed the Identity 
of the Perfon : Inflead of the fwellir^g Breafh, 
two fliivering Bags difcovered themfelves of the 
Colour of Bladders, and not unKke them, when 
juft half blown up ; and, as to the jutting Hips, 
their Prominency, which before fupported a flender 
Waift, was quite levelled and loft. Quite fick, 
and full of Averfion and Curfes, I refolved to ftay 
no longer ; and. Prim being of the fame Mindj we 
left Speeuliji^ and paying our Reckoning, which 
amounted to Forty-five Shillings, fallied out in Pur- 
fuil of farther Advenfuresl We direfted our Courfe 
towards the City, and in my Way I took Occafion 
to a(k my Companion how he came down Stairs at 
the Bagnio at that Hour of Nfght j he informed me, 
that, being cloyed with hi^s Doxy, he had gone* 
down with an Intent to go to Bed to Mrs. Decoy^ as. 
had been often praftifed by Speculi/I in that Houfe ; 
but found her Ned empty, and had been forced to 
IttJe himfdf, till the* Thieves, of whom he count- 

ed 
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ed Three, had evacaated the Premifes. In our 
Way down the Strand and Fleet-Jireet^ we aflault- 
ed every one we m€t, chagrined with our late Dif- 
appointments ; broke Lamps, kicked Strumpets, 
and abufed the 'Watch, whofe Lanthorns and 
Staves became a Prey to our Frolics, which we 
made Prize of, as they flept, contentedly fnoring 
at their Stands. Turning the Corner oi FUet^ditch^ 
we perceived one of thefe hopeful Guardians of the 
City's Peace in a profound Doze, his Lanthorn and 
Staff {landing by him, which we feized and tofTed 
over into the Ditch \ but, waking fuddenly, we 
M^ere obliged to take to our Heels, followed by 
him and half a Dozen more of the Fraternity, 
whom he had alarmed with the Cry of ff^atch: 
As we were nimbler than our Purfuers, we fhould 
Toon have got clear of them, if a Watchman 
had not fiarted out of Lndgate^ as we were fcour* ^ 
ing thro' the Gate, who at one Blow laid Prim 
il at upon the Pavement : Fired with this Difafter, 
and the Injury done to my Friend, I flew upon 
him, and, wrefting his Weapon out of his Hand, 
foon fent him to bear him Company : By this Time 
more Ailiftance coming, I had a hard Tafk to 
maintain my Ground, and, after giving and receiv* 
•ing many weighty Thwacks- over the Back and 
Shoulders, I was feized by two of them behind, 
and with Primy who had juft recovered, was in 
Triumph condudlcd to the Watch-houfc : Tiiere 

Ac 
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tat in great State the Nofturnal Majefty of Mr. 
Conflable, who, on hearing the Allegations of the 
Accufers, determined to accompany us direSly 
^o the Compter^ for which Purpofe he fent Order* 
for all his Band to attend him ; but perceiving hd 
was an hired Magtftrate by hi$ Appearance, and 
the Oddity of his Behaviour^ I begged the Favour 
to fpeak to him apart, and pretending to kno\^ 
moft People in the Ward, and adding to my Speech 
the prevailing Rhetoric of Half-a-Crown, he per- 
fuaded the injured Parties to come to Terms of 
Agreement, telling them, we feemed to be good- 
natured young Gentlemen, and would, no doubt, 
make them proper Amends, His Eloquence pre* 
vailed, and, a Gallon of Beer and a Quantity of 
Gin being fet before us, we foon came to an Ac- 
commodation, and for the Sum of a Shilling to 
each, after paying for the Lanthorn and StafF^ 
we were jo) fully releafed. It was now light, 
and we made fuch a rueful Appearance, that we 
determined not to go Home till next Evening, 
and dire^cd our Steps to the frefh Air of IJling^ 
tm^ to endeavour, by the reviving Breefes of 
the Country, to get rid of the Qualms of our 
.Drinking, and the Laflitude occafioned by Want 
of Reft. In our Way thro' that Part of the Sub- 
urbs in our Rout, who flioulJ we ilieet but poor 
Prig^ in Durance vile, in the Hands of a Marfhars 
. Court Gatch^pde? He was quite afliamed of this 
Rencounter; bul^ underftanding that he was only 

detained 
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dfitamed for a Debt of Three Pounds to his Shoe- 
Yuaker^ we jointly depofiled the Money and the 
Coft??, over a Quartern of Brandy at an Ale houfe,. 
and fet him at Liberty. As he had made a Mid* 
night Excurfion alfo, we prevailed on him to gOj 
with us, and got about Dinner-time to HoUoway^ 
wh€re we joined Company with a promif€tiou6 Set 
of Perfons that were juft fitting down to Table, 
at a Houfs we. had often ufed before. Amongft 
the reft was a very handfome Woman, feemingly 
of about thirty Years of Age, whom her Huftand, 
z morofe^ ill-behaved Man, had brought out for 
an Airing ; (he betrayed fo much Averfion to her 
Yoke-fellow, and appeared fo complaifant to every 
body elfe, that I foon judged her Difpofition, and 
made all the Advances I could to a farther Ac« 
•quaintance 4 and fome of the Company, after the 
Cloth was removed, propofing a Walk in the Gar- 
-den, I gave my Hand to the Lady, who willingly 
left her Spoufe to blow his Pipe with my Compa- 
nions, and two or three more, over a Bowl of 
Punch, and accompanied me. I found this Lady 
was not over coy, and judged by what I percei- 
ved, that, if Opportunity could be found, {he 
would not fhew much Obduracy to a warm pref- 
fing young Fellow. She had fmitten my Fancy, 
and I was refolutely determined to pofiefs her, and 
rendered myfelf fo agreeable to her, that we made 

an Appointment to meet the next Day at an Ac- 
quaintance 
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quaintance of her's in Town, where I was to en- 
quire for Mrs. Modijh. Wc all came to London 
together, Prim and Prig having taken the Hint, 
and made tbemfelves very agreeable to the Huf- 
band. 


CHAP. XIII. 

Fatal CoJifequences of his Amour^ — Goes to the 
Mafquerade. — Picked up at Vauxhall Gar- 
dens, — He is beat and ftripped. — -Gets to 
Mr. SpeculiftV Lodgings. ^-Cataftrophe of 
Prim. — ContraSs a bad Dijlemper. — Is 
'quite reduced. --Pawns his IFatch.—Goes 
to the Gaming-table., — Is kicked down Stairs, 
^^Meets Prig at Tom KingV. — Returns 
Home. — Is well received, 

WITH eager Expe£l:ation I counted the te- 
dious Hou.rs,* the next Day, till the Time 
of my Appointment arrived. When, making an 
\ Excufe to go upon fome Bufinefs to the Cujiom-- 
houfe^l vifited the Place that infhrined my Princefs i 
which was at a little Shopkeeper's on Tower-Hill^ 
where 1, found her waiting with as ,much Impa- 
tience as I could ^oflibly be agitated with. 1 per- 
ceived this was not to be the Scene cff our Amour, 

fur 
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for, when the good Woman was gone afide^ (he 
defired me to propofe going with her to Vau^hatt^ 
and gave me Inftrudions to caH her Coufin $ tfais^ 
as foon as Tea was ended, I did accordingly, and 
carried the Grimace on fo well^ that, having ol>- 
ferved her Acquaintance exprefs herfelf in a great 
Hurry of Bufinefs, I even prefled her to accpm-^ 
pany us, which, as I knew fhe would, fhe very 
politely dech'ned ; To calling a Coach, I Iwnded her 
into it ; and, when I had joined her, ordered the 
Coachman to drive to Vauxhall^ aloud ; but, in a 
kind of VVhifper, told him to mal^e what Expe- 
dition he could to Chelfea. In* our Way all the 
little wanton Blandifhments that we had an Op- 
portunity for were pra<Sifed on both Sides ; and, 
in (hort, we became fo inamoured of one another, 
that the Coach went too flowly for our Wiflies. 
She indulged me in the moft tempting Liberties^ 
and feemed quite pleafed with, and proud of her 
Conqueft. I underfiood her Hufl)and was a rich 
Druggift, and that (he had been married againft 
her Confent and Inclination to him, which had, 
togecher with his moft unfociable, jealous, and 
fufpicious Temper, driven her to feek that Hap* 
pinefs and Felicity Abroad, that (he could not 
meet with at Home. I began to think myfelf 
not at all to blame in this Intercourfe; I looked 
upon her as a fine Woman in Diftrefs, and flattered 
myfelf, that my affording her Relief, and Sarif- 
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ftdio»9 was meritorious. Thus falfely do we 
argue, when the Mind is depraved, and goaded 
winh a Weight of Iniquity; we gild^ovcr to our«- 
Ifelvcs.Crifnes of the deepeft Dye, if the fmalleft 
Cirtutnflances carvbe gathered to aUeviate them. I 
verily believe the moft abandoned Mifcreants thus 
reafon with themfelves, and that no Man, let him 
he ever fo wicked, but fuggefts to his Mind fome 
Excufe for what he commits, before he ftrcis the 
Mk Heafure in it that he propofes. A plain Proof 
IJhie of the Human Heart's being originally created 
void of Blemifh, and Simulated by the Author of 
Nature to nothing but praife- worthy Motions. I 
began to be tired of the promifcuous Latitude I 
had given myfelf in the Ufc of Women ; thofe 
Mneafy, wretched Days, that fuccecded the )oath«- 
fomc revelling Nights, which left me all jaded, 
tired, arwl qualmifb, began to giv« me Difgtift; I 
Ijoked upon this Adventure as a Relfref from 
fach naufeous Debauches, and refolved to con- 
fi^ie myfelf folely to my prefent ObjeA, and 
Jiink large Draughts of Love. Mrs. AAJiJby to a 
tery fine Perfon, joined a Turn of Wit and good 
Senfe that charmed me ; I found her Converfation 
irrefiftible, and thought myfelf the happieft of Men 
in her Embraces, We fpent the Day fo fatisfac* 
torily to us both, that we parted not only with Re- 
gret, but in fuch a tender Manner, as began to 
make us both fertous s and I mud fay, that^ barring 
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the Indulgence of this one Appetite in fo unlawful 
t Manaer, fiie y^zs not addided to any one bad 
Property. Poor Womart-! how happily, how pru» 
dently^ (he would have pafled her Days, had For^ 
tune beflorv0*ed upon her a Huiband df good Senfi» 
and Humanity, that fhe could have an AflFe£Kon 
for, infteadofafowr, morofe^ jealous Wretch^ who 
had not Capacity enough to pift any Means in 
Pradice to engage her Tenderriefs ! Ye cdvetous 
trotWly-tninded Parents, how mafty unhappy Crca- 
Cures you have ade! 

Our Meetings were now very frequent; I fori. 
fook my okt Companions, and was bent on no^^ 
thing rffe bet pteafing and obliging her. Me- 
Ihotight there was fomcwhat in it that flatteringly 
recadled me to my former Delicacy and good 
Tafte ; I imagined I was not doing any Harm, as 
oxir Intercourfe gave no-body Difquiet ; but this 
grave Species of Vice was foon to have a Period t 
We were one Evening returning from a Country 
WaHc, her Arm fondly refting upon my Shoulder, 
when we were met by a Gentlcmran, the Sight of 
whom put her into the utmoft Confternation ; (he 
trembled, and was ready to faint : I was foon de-^ 
livcred from my Ignorance of the Occafion, by 
hearing him fay, So^ Si/ler^ where have you been 
tMdking f I hope my Brofber is weB? 5/r, yoter 
Servant J to me, and then brufhed by us with great 
Halle. When fhe recovered her Spirits fufficicntly, 
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ibe informed me it was lier Hu(band's Brbtlief, 
who had always been her very great Enemy; 
and having fome Expefiancy, in cafe he (hould 
die without Children, would, no doubt, make a 
Handle of this Meeting to do her all the Prejudice 
in his Power. I was diftraded at what I heard ; 
my Difpofition was too generous to think of the 
Infults fhe would be liable to with Patience; I 
even went fo far, as to propofe an Elopement to 
her, but, with the utmoft good Senfe, (he reprefled 
my Propofals^ and particularly infifled, that fhe 
would dp nothing to injure her Reputation, or to 
provoke my Ruin, which would, by fuch a Proceed- 
ing, be inevitable. I wa^ convinced, and embraced 
her with all the Tcndcrnefs and Gratitude her Words 
infpired ; we parted, and Tears were (bed on both 
Sidesy deceiving ourfelves with the Hopes of (ilence* 
ing her Brother, which (he promifed to attempt, 
and Meeting the next Day again. Full of the Ideas 
of what might have happened, I went to the old 
Place of AiEgnation, but, inftead of finding the 
Obje£t of my Concern, had the following Letter 
given to me : 

Dear Thompson, 

I Fear, alas ! this is the lad Time that even the 
Liberty I at prefent take can be. indulged : 
JOur being met was difcovered, before I camfc 
Home, with all the aggravated Circumflances that 
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Malice could invent. You may guefs the tJfage I 
have had) from what you know of my Hufband's 
brutal Temper : I will not give you the Pain, I 
am feniible, you'll feel in the Relation of it : In 
an Hour's Time I iball be hinriedinto the Country^ 
where Confinement will be my Lot, perhaps till the 
Hour of my Death : I have only juft Opportunity 
to write thefe two or three Lines unobferved: 
Guefi the Tonnent this Cruel Separation from you 
occafions me I I believe you will be equally afie£t« 
ed, but firive to forget an unfortunate Woman^ '^' 
and be happy as your Defer ts can make you. 

liar affiSiiomU Friend, 

Kath. Modih. 

'Twas a long Time before I could get over thia 
untoward Accident; my Nature foft and com- 
paffionate, my Temper generous to an Excefs, 
gave me more Difturbance than can poffiVy 
be imagined : I curled myfelf, as the Author of 
her Misfortunes, and determined to take Ven- 
geance on her Hufbandi but the little Reafon I 
retained foon baniihed fuch Thoughts. I now 
again returned to my old Acquaintance, who re- 
ceived me as a Man rifen from the Dead, for I had 
pradlifed the utmoft Deceit with Prim and Prig^ 
and had made Shift to keep my Affair with Mrs* 
M^Mfh an abfolute Secret to every body^. I min- 
gled again inNoife, Folly, and Uproar, to get rid^ 
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•f my Uneafineis ; for (bme Time, the Remem- 
brance of this charming Woman made it very in- 
fipid to me, but I foon became hardened agalnd 
Reflexion. We ^11 expreflfed an Inclination one 
Day to vifit the Mafquerade, which about thia 
Time was a Oiverfion very much admired; fb ac^ 
cordingly equipping ourfelves with proper Dreilcs, 
Speiulijiy Prtftty Pri^j and myfelf, entered the i^ro- 
t^efque Aflembly : Never was Surprife equal to 
mine at the Oddity of the Sight, which I had en* 
tertained no Notion of before i a Mixture of Befng9» 
of both Sexes, employed in all the ridiculous Mum<* 
mery that woujd only diflinguifli the Monkey 
Race; Whifpering, Nodding, lufcious Difcourfe, 
^fFenfive to Modefly and good Manners, and, in 
fliprt, fecure jin tbqic Difeuifes, tynry one givmg 
a Loofe tq ti^c corrupted Di£^fe$ of their Hcaitf » 
and throwing afide every ne^eflary Referv/s. Prim 
ijon got to the Gaming*tabl^, ivhere in » Trice> 
he emptied bis Pockets, gnd came away curfing 
his ill Luck; Spuulift got into a Tm-a^uuIM* 
courfe with a Corom^t, with whom I faw him 
leave the Place \ bvt underftood next Day, that 
inftead of a Counted, he was engaged wiih a 
Woman of the Town, who had Dexterity enough 
to make him fpend a large Sum of Money, and, 
in Return, tipped him the Favour cS a Clap: 
Prig exhaufted all the ill-natured Malignity of hia 
Heart in r^ilt^g againitdie Qompany, w^ we^ 
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both heartily tired« came awiiy together, end ad- 
journed to the Tavern, where we were (oon aficr 
joined by Priwy with a mod deplorable Length of 
Face, having loft to the Tyne of twenty Guineas ; 
and what made him the more uneafy, was, that at 
leaft a Moiety oi it was Caih of his Mafter -s. We 
contrived foon to cafe that Part of his. Pain, by 
making the Sum up between us ; and, having Tent 
Home our DrciTes, we Tupped, and retired to our 
feveral Habitations, with an Appointment to be 
next Day 2xVauxball^ where I promifed to engage 
Spiculiji to accompany us. 

At the Clofe of the fucceeding Day, whea I 
repaired to Mr. Speculi/Ts^ to procure his Company, 
I found him fo chagrined with his laft Night's 
Mifchance, that he refolved to keep bis Chamber 
for fome Time; fo leaving him, I repaired to the 
Rendezvous, where I expected the other two; ba| 
when I h^ waited a pretty while, and perceived 
they neither of them came, I took Boat, and im- 
mediately rowed away for Vauxhally refolved not 
to be baulked of the Pleafure I expeded that Night. 
When w;e came oppofite to If^hiuhall Stairs (ai 
I had not infifted upon going fmgly in the Boat, 
but had given the Waterman Liberty to take in 
any Fare that might be agreeable to me) we were 
plied by . a very pretty, young Lady, attended by 
a Footman in a green Livery; I gave her my Hand 
to help her to, which ihe accepted With the ut*- 
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moft Good -nature, and we put off again to pur- 
fuc our Voyage. To have (cen this young Lady, 
one would have imagined that ihe was the God- 
defs of the Silver Stream ; 'twas impofSble to fur- 
Viy her, without feeling one's felf filled with the 
htgheft Complacency and good Humour; fuch an 
irrefiflible Sweetnefs played in her Features, that 
would have foftened the Rigours of Pain, and 
fmootbed the Brow of Angui(h; her ModefTy 
was unaccompanied with Affe£btion, and a fingle 
Look from her wouM have da(hed afli^ming Rude- 
nefs. I thought myfelf eijlliely happy in having 
fo gentle a Partner in my Boati Snd ftrove,' by all 
the little Civilities I was Mafler of, to make my 
Company and Converfation agreeable to her. When 
we landed at Vauxhall^ fhe was received by a hand- 
fome young Gentkman, who accofled her with 
fuch a becoming Tendernefe, and whofe Appear- 
ance lighted up fuch Satisfa£lfon in her Eyes, that 
I discovered, before they fpoke, chat ihe f!ride(t 
Ties bound them together. She very politely 
returned me Thanks for my Company, which were 
inforced by her happy Hufband in fo coq[)plaifant • 
a Manner, that it afmoft raifed Bftiftes in my 
Face. Under (landing we were all bound to the 
fame Entertaipnient, he begged the favour of my 
Company, which I was far from having the Power 
to refufe,' they' had gained fuch^n Afcendent in 
my good Opinion. The EHfcourfe of the Gentleman 
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was fo judicious, and we were fo mutually pleafed 
with each other, that it was with ReluAance w» 
parted^after fome Time, when they left the Gardens, 
giving me a Direction where they lived, and de- 
firing me to call, and continue the Acquaintance. 
I could not help envying the Happinefs of this- 
amiable Pair,. Virtue fat fo elegantly upon them, 
without any of that difpleafing StiiFnefs, too ofceii 
the Attendant of flriA Morals, that I made many 
mortifying Gpmparifons between my prefent State 
and theirs, and indulged a. few Moments Melan- 
choly,, upon my imlftippy Turn^ of Mind ; from 
which 1 was awakened by an ambling Female, 
who feemed tocaft a kind JRegard upon me, as I 
fauntered down one of the Walks : I pailed her, 
we met again, I thought I difcovered a certain Jt^ 
ne-ffai-quoi about her,, that pleafed me, tho' ihe 
appeared to be turned of Thirty. I was refolving; 
to makefome Advances to a further Acquaintance, 
when fhe accidentally (lumbled within a itw Pace» 
of me,, and I eagerly ran to her Affiftance, and fup-- 
ported her in my Arms,, (he pretending to have 
* fpraincd^her Foot. .1 hope, Madam, you have not 
r.eceived qs^ucn Detriment ? No, Sir, fhe replied, with 
a Smile, I have no . Pain, unlefs I am too trouble- 
fome to fo generous^a Gentleman : I afTure you j my 
dear Creature, I rejoined, I am ever at tlie Service 
of the Fair; ahpi> as to the Trouble you fear to 
have g^yen nie> it is your Fault if it -43 not repaid, 
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for I mufl own I f<el it very confidemM^ i but t 
hfiieve i had bctfer condud; you to the next Seat, 
t\M you may repofe yoarfelf after your Fright ; 
tkt gave a fiknt Allent Imth a Nod of her Head, 
aAd I feated my felf by her, and called for famt Wine' 
and Sweetmeats, when, either by Dttfigii «r Acci- 
dent, file fpilt a Drop or t#o from her Gla& upon* 
my (iand-aod Ruffle, which endeavouring to wipe 
f^ with her Handkerchief, in the Contention be« 
tween us, her Face was reclined fo near to min^y- 
that I dole a fudden Ktis i at which ibe hluAiec^ and* 
feemed difpleafed i hot, refuming herfistf, would 
have taken her Leave, undef Plretence of beingf 
fearful, left fiie ihould be difcovered 1^ any one 
that knew her : Vpon which, I pfopofed to attend^ 
her in a Walk |hro* the Oldens, which, Vfith a- 
feeming Rel4j<%ince, &e> permitted. At-tbefiot-^ 
torn of one.of the' Alleys (he was accofted very ca- 
valierly by a young- Fellow, under the Name of 
Mrs. Tripjy ; and, to my utter Surprife, I di&overed' 
hy bet Anfwer flie was certaiiily a Lady of a very 
free Di^ofition, that is to fay, one of thofe con- 
venient and, seady Commodkieiify that, without 
^6iing like a common Woman, only receive Vi-^ 
fitors at their Lodgings under the bigheft Notion- 
of Secrefy. We prcfently, hereupon,- grew very 
familiar^ and, in (hort, I was fooliOi enough to 
propcfe going home with her to Newington^ wher# 
Ihe faid (be lodged 3 and ihe was qiiiickiy prevailed^ 
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f pon to accept of my Company. Notbuig fuw is 
fb eminently calculated to foftcp, the Mind, as 
thefe Places of Harmony ; they raife IndinatkNiSy 
in the moft cold aipd frozen Cofiftitutions, to all 
the foft Inducements of Vice : 'Twas with no Itt^ 
tie Shew of Reafon that the famed Legiflator ka- 
niihfid Mufic out of his Commonwealth ; every 
€afcinatiog Note opens the Bread to receive ihe Im- 
preffions of Pleafiire* and unmans the Soul, by pro^ 
pagattng the enefvatiog Weaknefs to which Hu^ 
oiaQ Nature is too fubjed* What Refiftance caa 
be made againft the aiGlnagChn€erii $/ Jima Smaub f 
The Appearance of Beauty decked in ail its wantoa 
Attire, the inflanun^ Power of Winc^ the v^aot 
Bower, the fanning Brede, CQofpire to the 
Deftru£lipn of that Regularity of Condud, that 
nothing can atone the Tranfgr^os of. Twzs 
pretty late before we departed ; and as I bad drank 
freely, as well as my Miftreft, the Cq»A we hired, 
for our Tour to her Ap^ctments, excited Det- 
iires in me which were too powerful to be de- 
lated, and called for a fpeedy £n}oynu}iit. We 
were locked faft in each other's Arms, when th^ 
Coach flopped^ and I could over-hear a Volley 
of Oaths, from a Voice as boarfe as a Boatfwain'st, 
and a Demand of a Woman, who he wiu fure was 

in that Coach, and was his B h of a Wife : 

I know there's a Fellow with lier too, continued 
the Voice, but^ by G^ — d, ni fpoil bis Spprt, hie 
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fliall never caterwoul in my Territories again, 1 
warrant him ; and, fo faying, pulled open the Coach-* 
Door. I had juft recovered my Seat, when I was 
attacked with a fmart Blow of a Cudgel over my 
Shoulders ; and, at the fame Time, Madam was 
hauled out by main Force, and I jumped out after 
her, and collared the Fellow ; but, twoorthrec more 
coming up at the Inffant, I received' half a Dozen 
S:roke8 more, which levelled*me with the Ground. 
I had but juft Strength enough left to afk the 
Meaning of all thts, and*, it being very dark, coul'd 
neither difcover the Number nor Faces of my AP- 
feilants. Oh! Damn you, d'^ye chatter, yoti 
I^g> I'll g^^c you your Hire before I have done 
with you, fays the fame Voice ; and' as to you^ 
Madam^ I refer your Punifhment till I get you 
Home. The Woman then counterfeited Tearsj 
and vowed to her Hufband, as (he called him, that 
I had forced her into the Coach with me ; and, be- 
fore I could appeal to the Coachman, T found he 
was one of the Gang, ^nd corroborated what flie 
faid. This Parley was finiflied by fo many Cufft, 
'Kicks, and Baftinadoes, that I fainted' away ; and, 
how long I lay in that Condkioni can't well de- 
'termine, but found myfclf, when I recovered my 
Senfes, in the Arms of two or three Paflenger?, 
wha happened to come that way, and had raifed 
•me up, and wiped the Blood from my Face. I 
had only my Breeches^ Shoes^ and Stockings oni 
i my 
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ny Coat, Waifltoat, Hat, Buckler, Gold-headed 
Cane, and about four Guineas which I had in my 
Pocket, were gone; therefore they made no £n<- 
^uiry after my Mifchance, perceiving I had fallen 
into the Hands of Footpads ; and I had no Indi- 
aation to let them into the Truth of the Story. I 
be^ed them to help me to fome Houfe or other^ 
which they complied with ; and it proved to be a 
Kttle blind Tippling- houfe, by the Side of the Road; 
The Landlord was prevailed upon to lend me an 
old Great-Coat, to go to London in, after leaving 
my Stockings, which, were Silk, as a Security for 
the Return of it ; otherwife, tf I had died with 
Coldy he could not have been moved to affift mei;. 
*Twas near one in the Morning befoie I got to 
Town, very faint, and hardly able to crawl ; in 
which Condition, not caring to go Home, I went 
to Mr. SpeckUJPs Lodgings, and found Mm juft 
come from the Tavern. After telling him my 
Story, which fuggefted a good deal of Warning to 
mc, he got a Surgeon to look ac my Wounda, 
who found nothing that required more than the 
Application of common Plaiflers ; and, being an hov 
neft Man, did not attempt, by any unintelligible 
Jargon, or the common Chicanery of the ProfefGon^ 
to make a Penny of my Cure. I flept very foundly 
till Ten the next Morning,, and found myfelf able 
t3 return to my Bufinefs. My Friend Diaper 
was Blocked at feeing the Change of my Dre&, 
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for I had bonrowed a Coat and Waiftooat of Sfm- 
iuB/i; and feeing my Face bruifed^ and faeaftng 
my Relation of being robbed and Gripped, io wbisdi 
I caFcfully concealed tbe Part that aiietSed my own 
Condud, he would not fixffer me to enter upon 
Buiineis, but tnfified on my going lAimediately to 
Bed, which I did accordingly. I had n&w fuf&ctcnt 
Leifure to re Red on my numerous Follies, and the 
Tram of Mtichiefs they had ingendered; and mud 
confefs my Actions at this Time appeared in fo 
abfurd a Light, that no Words cat) ^exprefs tbe 
Confufion and difordered Shame that arofe in 
ny Bceaft. I refolved, if poffible, to forfake fttch 
pernicious Courfes for the Future, and wa^ thu»' 
ruAaing on io Seff*accufation9, when Prim entered 
my* Chamber, all pale and wan^ and vi^ a Coan- 
teoance that betrayed the utmofi; Dtfordcf of Mintf. 
I was ftartled Io fee it, and aflced, hafttly, wh«t 
i»rought him there, and what was the Matter f 
Alas } Joey fayi he, I'm mined for ever : You re* 
jnember I was to have met you lad Night, inSead 
of vrhich that Devil Frig tempted me to go to 
the Gaming-table, where I was Aeeced of abo«^ 
£fty Pounds, which was moft of it my Mafter^^ 
Money : He demanded it of me this Morningj 
I had no Excufe to make, and was obliged to conr 
fcfs the Truth : My Father was fcnt for, and the 
Refult is, that I am going to. Sea, to expiate vnof 
Crbufis. I am now returning ,Hame> a^d ftrall 
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AsM'cily fee foa i^in before I go : God hkfs you^ 
my fViendt take Warning by my mdiaippy Fate» 
ted leave off Courfes of Extravagance, that can^ 
never fail of the moft dieaditil Confequences. In 
faying this, he let fafl a Shower of Tean» and my 
Heart was too full for Utterance : We etnbrftced, 
amd took a Farewell very Itkdy for ever. , The 
Miafortune of this youf^ Fellow tncreafed my 
Chagrtne : Bating the Follies he was guilty of, he 
bad every good Quality to recontmend him« I 
heartily fympatbifed in his Trouble, and formed 
to myfelf fill) flrongcr Refolutions of Atnend<« 
ment. 

For a Week after this Accident I lived regularly^ 
and ftyck chk at Home ; my Friend, charmed « 
with this Appearance of Reformation, was quite 
befide himfdf with Joy, and fludied to oblige me 
in every Thing $ hut I foon difcovered that my 
h& Amour had left a latent Poifoa in my Bloody 
tisat began to (hew ttfelf with very frightful Symp* 
toms: I apf>Uedto a Sur^on, and it was his Advice 
tfiat I flkould undergo a Salivation, without whicby 
tie aiTured me that I could never be perfie&ly cured^ 
This Sentence diflra£led me; I cur(ed myfelf, and 
ike Caufe of my Sufferings $ I was almofl in the 
Mind todifpatch myfelf out of the Way; I could 
apprehend no means of keeping the feandalous Af- 
fair from being made puUic, tomyutterDifgrace, 
and the Ruin of my Reputatiqn ^ but Providef^ce 
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kindly took my Part, and put it into the Head of- 
my Friend to propofe my taking a Country Jour-- 
ney of a Week, or fo, for my Health, which was ' 
now vifibly impaired, tho' be was far from gueffing' 
the Reafon : I accepted the Liberty with Grati-* 
tude, and refolved to make it fubfervient to my- 
Cure ; accordingly, having put my Horfe, which- 
he lent me, to Livery, I took a Lodging at Hoxton^ 
and the Surgeon began his Operations, providing 
a Nurfe, and every Thing neceffary. Notwith* 
Handing the perpetual Perturbations of my Soul, I\ 
went thro' the Bufinefs with great Safety, and 
got up in three Weeks quite recovered of the vile 
Diftemper, but fo weakened, that I was hardly 
able to flir. It was neceflary I fhouid ftay feme* 
Time to recruit my Strength, but my Money ran- 
&ort, and it was impofiible for me to procure a« 
Supply without hazarding a Difcovery : In (hort,. 
I was reduced to the greateft Mifery and Difirefs ;: 
every Thing valuable about me went, one after 
another, to the Pawn- Brokers, and at laft my 
Watch, on which I procured two Guineas ; and 
having recovered Strength enough, tho*^ not my 
Complexion, I was refolved to be confined no 
longer : fo dlfcharging my Lodging, I kept juft 
five Shillings in my Pocket; but now my Horfe 
muft be paid for, before I could hav^him to make 
a Semblance of returning from the Country; I 
was here quite ^onpluiled ; at length it entered into 
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my Head, that I might perhaps be lucky at the 
Gaming-table in CffoenUgarden^ where I had fccn 
Perfons that brought in a few Shillings carry off 
Pounds ; the Suggeftion was tempting, and I im- 
mediately obeyed it. 

When I came into tbiff School of Villainy, I 
could not help employing a few Minutes in fur-» 
veyingihe Group of Figures that crouded about the 
Tables, 

S^me to undOf and form to be undone^ 

As the Poet fays : That rapacious Eagernefs and 
Avidity, the different Diftortions of the Adven- 
turers, fhewn in their Faces, and the fudden Starts 
of Joy, or Ravings of Defpair on the feveral 
Turns of Fortune, made me ftrongly conceive 
the pernicibus Effefls of this Vice, both to the 
Mind and Body: Here was a Creature chinking 
his ill gotten Treafure, and dancing about the 
Room in Extafics of Gladnefs ; but foon behold 
what a Change ! he is ftripped by a Turn of Luck, 
and lofes his laft Shilling ; he flings the Balls 
into the Fire, ftamps, raves, curfes his Folly, 
and aas over the perfea Ma<fman ; Blafphemies 
and Execrations, enough to fill the Soul with Hor- 
ror, eccho throughout the Room ; and a conflant 
Buz and Tumult is heard on every Side: Envy, 
Hatred, Malice, Revenge, and all the unfociable 
ind unamiaUePaflionSj, here reign in their ge- 
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nuinc Deformity. I was lucky enough to win 
three or four Pounds at the Silve»-table» after fe-r 
veral Turns of Fortune, but could not be contented, 
and removed to the GoId*table, where, in the 
Twinkling of an Eye, I loft again every Shilling 
in my Pockets I was perfeAly diftraSed, and was 
Co abominably imprudent, that I returned to the 
Silver-table again, and laid five Shillings to four, 
tho' I had not one Farthing about me, trufting en- 
tirely to good Luck ; but I was woefully deceived, 
and not being able to pay what I had loft, not- 
withftanding all my £xcufe$, two or three Fellows 
flifgracefully carried me to the Stairs, and, by th^ 
Vote of the whole Company, kicked me down 
from Top to Bottom, where the Attendants turned 
izie out of Door«. As. I had received no Hurt, I 
thought myfelf tolerably well ofF, tho' I wa^ ex- 
tremely mortified : What to do now I could not 
tell : but, thinking I ibould meet with fome Ac- 
quaintance or other, I ftrolled over to 7^01 King*s : 
Here the Scene was fontewbat changed, in one Cor* 
ner two or three drimken Sleepers, fooaritig away 
their Load of Liquor ; here a Group of Rakes in 
lafcivious Difcourfe^ and wanton Attitude, with 
half a Dozen Whores; others, of both Sexes, 
poaching after Game ; Brawling and Wrangliog 
at one Bc^x; Curfmg and Swearing at aaothfri 
9t this Part of the Room a Pair of Boxers dealt 
lufty Blows on eacb other's Qi^ps^ whilft foon^ 
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iirty Devil of a Proftitute remained the Prize of 
bim who had the Fortune to overcome his Anta- 
gonift ; ^t agother Part, two or three Viragoes were 
demolifiiing each other's Coifs, and rooting up 
their Hair, infpired by feme fudden Guft of Jea- 
Ipufy. 'Xwas for fomeTime before I caft my 
Eyes on any body I knew ; at laft, who ihould [ 
cSifcover, hut Prig ^ zs drunk sis Daviif$ Sow, re- 
tailing out Law to an Audience of Mtrket Women 
and Porters, who were going to fetch a Warrant 
for fome poor Wretch £rom the Juftice? He wa$ 
overjoyed to fee me, and, taking Advantage of 
bb ufual good Humour, in his'Cups, I borrowed 
Ikrcse Pieces of htm, and then adjourned, without 
^ing X^eav^, to the Ion where my Horfe fteod» 
vlier^ I wrnt to fied^ after the moft fatiguing, un-* 
Mppy» «nd mortifying Day, that I orer paSed in 

my Life« 

Next Morning I took a Tour round the neigh- 
liouring Villages, and came Home as juft alighte<( 
frofn a Jonmey i and, tho' my St9y bid been fovery 
long, Lv99A received hymy young Mafter . with 
the bigheii Toketis of Friendflifp and {Cindneis. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Packer wrongs his Mafier^ and is difcbarged^ 
— Difcovers ThompfonV PraSices to Mr. 
Diaper. — Generous Behaviour of young 
Diaper.— /fo refcues him from Robbers.-^^ 
Bravery of Prig.— /fc is highly carejfed by^ 
his Mafter and Mijtrefs, 

SOON after my Return Home, an Af&irhap* 
pened that gave my Mafter a great deal of 
Trouble and Concern } Packer ^ our Journeyman, 
with whom I had feldom held any Converfatioit 
fince I difcovered his ill Ufage of me^ and who> 
on his Part> behaved with great Civility, accom* 
panied with a diftant Referve, bad been frequently* 
employed, in my Abfence, in receiving Money of 
our Town Cufiomers, which ufed to be conftantly 
my Department. It happened, that the Day after 
my Arrival I was fent to a Retailer's Shop to re* 
ceive a fmatl Sum of Money which was become due^ 
to the Amount of twenty-eight Pounds ; but thef 
informed me that Mr. Packer had received it a 
Week before : I had no Sufpicion upon this, but 
only imagined that he had forgot to' fettle the 
Book, which occafioned me to think it was fiiU 
due. I came Home, and told Packer of his Neg- 
leAy which he feemed to be forry for, and went 
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dire£By and entered the Sum on the Credit Side of 
the Account. As we were at Dinner, I informed 
my Friend what Bufinefs I had done, and, amongft 
the refty mentioned the Error I had been led into, 
hoping our Cuftomer would not be difbbliged at 
it. He feemed quite furprifed, and protefted that 
Packer had never brought the Money on Account. 
He very fcldom dined with us, having the Privi- 
ledge to board bimfelf at a Sifter's he had, that kept 
an Houfe not far from us ; and therefore we car- 
ried on the Difcourfe fomewhat further, and both 
s^Fced in obfcrving that he had been very melan- 
choly, and, as it were, out of himfelf for fome 
Time paft. h direAly jumped into my Thoughts,- 
that he was carrying on no good Defign, which I 
had more Reafon to imagine than any one; but, • ., 
however, I would not ftrengthcn Mr. Diaper*^ 9 

Sufpicions, but propofed to go to all the Cuftomers 
in Town, and fee if we could gather any further 
Tokens of Infidelity 5 which my Friend agreed to 
and I put in Execution that very Afternoon. Upon 
the whole Scrutiny, we found he had received in 
all fixty eight Pounds more than he had accounted 
for, which made my young Mafter vaftly uneafy, 
and not a little difturbed me ; for, on the one 
Hand, I loved Mr. Diaper and his Family too 
well to be unconcerned at fuch a Difcovery ; and, 
on the other, I feared, when Things came to Ex- 
tremity> Packer might be Villain enough to hint 
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tt fome Particulftrs in my CoivdsS that would ver^ 
greatly (ink me in th«ir Opinion. My Friend 
Tcfolved to fet out that Evening, tbo' very late^ 
to impart the Matter to his Father, dedring me 
to behave as ufinal, and not to fecm to know any 
Thing of what he was going upon, at fo unfeafon*- 
able and unufual an Houn Guefs the Aftonifli* 
ment of our Mafter ! when bis Son made known 
to him the Diflx)nefty oi Packer j he could fcah:e 
credit him ; and, had he not been armed with the 
0io& convincing Prooft of his Trefpaft, he would 
almoft have thought it a Forgery, fuch an Afoen'^ 
dency he had gained over him by his Afie£latioo of 
ReKgion and Sobriety. When he was thoroughly 
convinced, he fet oi\t for Town, and arrived at 
Home at about Eight o'CIock in the Mornings to 
the Surprife of all th« Family^ but to the uttef 
Difcompofurc oi poor Packer^ whofe Condition"! 
heartily pitied, notwithftandkig the ReafonI had to 
deteft him. At the Diftance of an Hour or tWd 
after his Arrival, he ordered him to appear before 
him, and what pafled we could not learn, only bo 
was difmiiled from bis ^lace, but in fd confid^raEie 
a Manner, as not to drive him to any defperato 
Sally of Raflinefs. I could perceive the Tears 
trickle from his £yes ; but, as I feared it wouM 
look like an Tnfult upon his Misfortunes, had I 
taken any Notice of him, I retired tiU he was goncu* 
My Mader then cftUed up his Sto afid nie, andad« 
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drelTed us thus : I am forry for this poor Wretch ; 
certain unhappy Habits he has contra&cd havo 
brought him thus to betray my Confidence $ buC 
I hope my Lenity, and the Inftrudkms I have, 
given him, will prevent his total Rdn. What 
fnrprifed me greatly. Child, applyirig himlelf to 
me, was, that he gave me fomc Hiots that yoa 
had fw'erved from thofe excellent Principles you 
imbibed from your Father, and have even ihewn 
a Negled of my Bufmefe : I muft own I am ap« 
prehenftve the Share you had in the Detedion o£ 
his Knavery pot him, uahappy Creature, upon this 
AccuTation. Depend upon it. Sir, fays my Friend^ 
that ma(t be the Cafe, for Mr. Thompfin is fo 
Gonftantly in my Company, that nothing of that 
Nature could have happened without my Know^ 
ledge and Particfpation. Why, that's the very 
Reafon for my Diflbelief, replies the worthy Gen« 
tleman, nor wilt I ghre Way to any Surmifes to 
your Prejudice : Go <», young Man, to defervc 
nsf Eftecmy amd to purfue Maxims of Virtue- and 
Prudence, which wilt not fail of endearing you to 
all good Men, and eftabHih a Peace and Harmony 
of Miaad, that no Accident, in future Life, wiU 
have the Power to deftroy : He dien gave us both 
fome exceilent Lefibns of Advice ; and, after leav- 
ing Orders relative to Bufmefs^ returned to hit 
Country-Hottfe. Whan he was, gone, I took m7 
generous Friend \m my Aitx^ awid vtas^ fo over* 
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come with this Teilimony of his Goodnefs and 
Afiedion, that I even fhed Tears, which flowed 
from the pureft Gratitude: He accepted my Ac- 
knowledgments with a becoming Relufbmcy, and 
aflTured me nothing ihould ever defl:roy his Regard 
for me, which he hoped in Time would entirely 
help to feparate me from thofe Haunts, and thofe 
Friendihips, that would not fail of being my 
Undoing. 

I became now more circumfpeSive in my Con- 
dud, and kept very regular Hours, and found a 
greater ReliOi for the Society of my Friend, who 
did and faid every Thing he could to engage me to 
put a Confidence in him and difclofe my Situation* 
Gratitude, that inherent Principle of a worthy 
Bread, kept me fteady to my Duty ; nothing could 
ever rob me of that amiable Incentive, which flill 
directed my A£^ions in a faint and concealed De- 
gree in niy worft Dapfes ; nay, this. very Principle 
engaged me the iirft Opportunity I had to call up- 
on Prigy who now kept Chambers in New /«», to 
repay my Obligatbn to him. He recoUefled it 
next Morning; fo, in balancing Accounts, I paid 
him thirty Shilling!^ which were due to him, and 
was overperfuaded to go with him to Cbelfsaj up- 
on a Party of Pleafure, of which he afltired me 
only two other male Friends would partake. 
We fpent the Evening there in high Glee, and 
did not fet out for London till near Midnight, and 
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^erc gaily difcourfmg along the firft of the five 
Eields, when we overheard feveral Blows given, 
accompanied with Oaths and Curfes, and a Voice 
which methought I was well acquainted with^ 
c4Ung out for Help and Affifiance. Our two 
Friends, immediatelyconciuding it was fomebody at- 
tacked by Robbers, crying out, It will be our Turti 
next, and fo the Devil take the hindmoA, run away^ 
but, encouraging Prig^ I told iiim, I was refolved 
to fee what was: the Matter ; io which he feconded 
me, for a Want of Courage was not one of his 
Foibles. I was induced to this Rafhnefs by the 
Sound of the Voice, which -again and again was rc« 
peated, and, how improbable foever it appeared, I 
could not for my Soul conceive kt to be other than 
that of my dear Friend Diaper. I was armed with 
a large Oak-fltck, and Prig had a Sword by his 
Side, which not being (killed in the Ufe of, he 
put into my Hand, and took the Cudgel in Ex- 
change. We were fome Time before we reached 
the SpotwhencetheNoife proceeded, which we no 
iDtherwife difcovered, ibrit was dark as Bitch, than 
hy a Challenge of, D— ye, who are youp Friends, 
What's the Matter, we replied^ aad, in Anfwer^ 
.a Piflol was fnapped at us, which flafhed in the 
•Pan without any Explofion ^ by which Light dif- 
. covering three Fellows, I lufiged.at the firft witk 
•my Svvord, and heard a Groan, after having 
^ith fome Difficulty fecoA^ered it, and perceived 
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it was wet Prig garc and received feveral Biows^ 
when fuddenly our Antagonifts took to tbeit Heels 
and fled \ we thought it to no Purpofe to purfue them^ 
but enquired, if any one "was there who had t^een 
ill ufed by the Villains f Nobody anfWered, and^ 
groping about, I Aumbled over a Man, who we 
made no Doubt was murdered, and were going 
back to the Town to get fome Help, if peradven** 
ture any Signs of Life remained ;. when a Groan or 
two, and aStrug^e, as if from Tbi^ottling, proceed* 
cd from the Corpfe: Wc then determined to bea^ 
him between us, as it wa3 Aot above two Fields olF, 
rather than delay Affiftance till our. Return: Ac« 
cordingly we^ in about half an Hour, brought 
him to a Public houfe ; but oh, good God ! what 
where my Grieft, when, upon bringing him in- 
to the Light, w6 difcovered it to be Mr. Diaper^ 
my excellent Friend^ Streams of Blood running 
in plenteous Currents down his Face and Bofom. 
Leaving him in the Care of Prig and the Landlord 
and Landlady, I ran with all Hafte imaginable for 
a Surgeon, and luckily found one at Home, and 
upon Coming back he had recovered his Sen- 
fes, to my very great Joy. He fixed his Eyes up* 
on us, and juft reached out his Hand to me, which 
I took and bathed with my Tears, but could not 
utter a Syllable. On fearching for his Wounds, 
the Surgeon found none dangerous, the great Flux 
'^f Bbod proceeding from his Head, which was 
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tut iti feveral Places as with a Hanger, but flant- 
ways ; and feveral Contufions he had received on 
his Shoulders, Breaft, and Sides. We afked, if it 
would be improper to remove him fo far as his own 
Houfe? But the Surgeon apprehending no Danger 
in it, and he fignifying his Defirc, having juft rc-« 
covered his Voice, to be removed there, we pro- 
cured a Sedan from my Lord *?, and brought 

him fafe into the City, myfelf, Prig^ and two or 
liiree Men we had hired, ferving as a Guard. His 
Wounds were drefled at Chelfeoy and therefore, 
without any Delay, we got him into a warrti Bed, 
which, with the Motion he had juft received by the 
Chair, foon brought him to the perfed Ufe of his 
Faculties. It is impoffible to defcribe his grateful 
Returns for the Succour we had afforded him, and 
the Embraces hebeftowed upon me in Particular^ 
for my Part, I thought it the mofl: happy and 
providential Accident that ever bef&l me,- fot 
no Manner of Doubt could have been made, that 
thefc Robbers intended to butcher him, being irri- 
tated by a ftout Refiftance which he had made till 
overcome by Numbers, having a great Charge a- 
bout him ; it coming into his Head that Even- 
ing to call on a Cuftomer at Chtlfea^ where \\t 
had been induced to ftay fo late, afrei* having re- 
ceived a large BUI, by the prefling Sollicitatijns of 
his kind Hoft. This Affair could not be concealed 
from my Matter and his Mother, who hurried up 
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to Town frighted out of their Wits at the News o( 
their Son's Difaftcr ; but, when they underflood 
how wonderfully Providence had interpofed in his 
Safety and Deliverance, they were all Admiration j 
they embraced me, and my Matter told me, this 
Circumflance had fo encreafed his Value for me, 
tbat he loved me little lefs than his own Son, whom 
I had fo bravely and fo like a true Friend refcued 
from Dcftiudlion. Their Acknowledgments to 
Prig were unbounded, who was greatly delighted ; 
which gave me more Efieem for him than ever, at 
the Service he had rendered this worthy Family. 

The next Day we faw an Account in the Paper 
of this Robbery, and that a Man was found dead 
in the Field, who had received his mortal Wound 
by the Thruft of a Sword ; upon which my Mafter 
went with Mr. Prig to fee if they could make any 
Difcovery ; but returned without any other Satif- 
faflion that that this muft be the Man whom I had 
run through the Body. My Friend had only loft 
five Guineas and fomc Silver out of his left 
Breeches-pocket, our feafonable Interpofing having 
faved the Money he had received, amounting to 
n ear an Hundred and Fifty Pounds. I was with 
hi m aimoft continually, and his Friendfliip to me 
was fo increafed, tbat he was never happy, when 
I was abfen t. 
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CHAP. x\r. 

JOiJcourfe betiveen bim and young Diaper.— 
They are tricked by Gamblers. — He borrows 
Money. — Is fcurvily ujed by Speculift.— • 
ADifcovery^ which furprifes kirn. 

AS foot! as my Friend was tolerably well, 
his Father, willing to give him an Oppor- 
tunity for a little Recreation, ftaid fome Time \n 
Town, and permitted us to take what innocent 
Diverfions we had an Inclination to ; amongft o* 
ihers, wc frequently look Excurfions on Foof, in- 
to the Country, without determining upon any 
particular Rout^ (bmetimcs rambling in one Direc- 
tion, over Hedge and Ditch, and fometimes in ano- 
ther, entertained whh the Profufion of Sweets 
that Nature had beftowed on the Fields and MeadF, 
with fuch a liberal Hand, and the variegated Beau- 
ties of the Scafon. It was in thefe Walks that I 
unbofomed myfclf to this excellent Youth, and 
gave him a Detail of all my Follies, from my firft 
Stepping afide from Virtue to the prefent Thre, 
He helped me to make many ufeful Reflections on 
the Vanity and fatal Confequenees of fuch a rakidi 
and abandoned Courfe of Life; hut, my Joey^ faya 
be, one Day, you won't be furprifed, when I ac- 
(juaint you, that I knew mod of thefe Particulars 
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Jong ago; but difiembled my Knowledge of them,, 
ilepending, that, one Time or other, your good 
$cnk would get the upper Hand of your Foibles, 
which, if they had met with Oppoficion or Upbraid- 
ings, would perhaps have only been ftrengthened 
by it. Packer was fo great a Villain^ as to betray 
your Intercourfe with Nannj^ very much to your 
Difadvantage, without making any Mention of him- 
felf; — but only as a Matter of his Obfervation^ 
I defpifed his malicious Infinuations, for fuch I 
judged they were; but was concerned for your Si* 
tuation. As to other Matters in your Condu^l, I 
have gathered them from your own Behaviour, your 
Sliunning my Company^ the Embarraflment yon^ 
was generally under ^ but more particularly the 
Company you kept eafily let me into the Manner of 
your fpending your Time, and the Nature of your 
Diverfiofts: B)Utell me now fincerely, my Friend, 
was not your generous Temper (hocked at the Idea 
of being involved in a Courfe of Life that was ab« 
folutely contradidory to your own fober Think- 
ing, and put you to the Neceifity of making Con* 
cealment8,and aiding under a Cloud in every Thing ? 
I am amazed, for my Part, when I refle£l upon 
your Difficu]ties and the Breaches you muft make 
in Truth, in order to keep up Appearances ; which 
Endeavour is a plain Proof that you were fenfible. 
yoi| was carrying on Schemes diredly oppoQte ta 
tii^ received Ojpinipns of Maakjnd^ zni thofe De-. 
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corums that the moft Profligate are willing to com- 
ply with for their own Sakes, and to avoid public 
Cenfure and Reproach. Indeed, Sir, I replied^ 
you are making a very juft Judgment of my Situa- 
tion, and nothing could be more mifefable ; my 
depraved Appetites bore down my Reafon, and a 
^ Habit of purfutng falfe Pleafure intoxicated me to 
fuch a Degree, that it made a Moment's Reflection 
luieafy. Unhappy is that Man, who bears about 
him a thorough Gonvi^lion of what is regular and 
iit, and, at the fame Time, tranfgrefles- againft 
his Knowledge, and even the Bent of his natural 
Difpofition ! I perceived I was affronting myfelf in 
every Thing I did, and yet fo powerful was PaflioPy 
and overbearing Appetke^ that I had it not in my 
Power to ftcm the Torrent of Vice that flowed in 
on every Side. Alas ! my dear Friend, you arc 
not acquainted' with the Hell fuch a Man carries 
about bim^ever refolvitig to- forfake his Ways, and 
yet every Moment more- and more entangled. I 
bdieve-I (hbuld have forfak^n my Follies very often, 
upon th« Pain the various Difaflers and Scrapes 
they brought me- into occasioned ; but there a Kind 
• of Pl-ide oppofed me: No, I cried, if I return to 
Virtue by fuch a Chagrine, I have no Merit in it ; 
1 ought not to give her a Triumph from the Tils 
her Enemy brings upon me, but for her own Sake, 
and giving her the Honour of making a Coiiqueft: 
QVCf my Soul) by the Forx:e of her pui e and aindif^ 
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fembled Charms, without the Inducements of Soi^ 
^ow, Pain, or Ill-nature, I fell in tranfgreffing her 
Precepts, By this Time we had entered the Town^ 
which broke ofFour Difcourfc. We were going thro' 
Old- Strain when a Quarrel between three or four 
well drefled Men engaged our Attention ; oae of 
ihem, in Particular, feemed to look like a refpon>- 
fible Tradefman, and had abundant Gravity and 
Serioufrefs in his Countenance ; who feenaed tm 
regard us with a great deal of Curtofity^ ever and 
anon caSing bis Eyes at us with a Kind of eager 
Penetration* His Antagonifts foon left htos before 
we could gather the Meaning of the Difpute, an4 
went into a Public houfe in the Neighbourhood^ 
whilft he addrefled his Difcourfe ta us feemingly 
in a very great Ferment. Gentlemen, fay» he, 
ye>u look like Men of Honour ; I kpow you, Mr« 
Diaper^ and have a great Friendfliip fot your Fa- 
ther; thefe Villains,. I cao call them no better^ 
have inveigled me intc^a Game at Cards, and have 
firif ped me of feven of eight Guineas; I ztn fture 
they could not win it fairly \1 can't^ imaginjc what 
could rob me of my Senfes fo much as toengagc with 
them, and I, can't prevail upon the Man of the 
Houfe to fetch a Conflable, otherwife I would fee 
to the Bottom iof their Hoguery,. and punifli them 
for the Good of other unwary People that ma^r 
chance to fall in their Way } there's a Neft of 
them r believe that infeft all Fart? of the Tow.n.: 
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I wifli, Gentlemen, fays he, in a half Whifpcr, yoo, 
would ftep in to them and engage them to ftay till 
I return with an Officer ^ here is a couple of Guineas^ 
pleafe to take it, Sir„ and whatever youlofe more, ia 
the mean Time, to detain them, I will return it yoa 
again ; the Good of the Public I would buy at any 
Price : It was impoffi.ble torefufe him this Favour, he 
prefTed us fo clofely, and we had a Curiofity like wife 
to fee the Tricks of this Sort of Folk5, of whon> 
we heard every Day fuch odd Accounts ;, and, ac^ 
cordingly> begging him not to (lay long, becaufQ 
our Time was precious^ we went into the Houfe, 
We found them railing agaiaft our Employer in 
the bittereft Terms.; one faid, he was a Prefbyte- 
tian Parfon ; no, damn the preaching Puppy, fays 
another, he is an Oilman in Cheapfide^ and a de- 
vili(h rich Fellow ;. let him be what he will, fays % 
Third, he deferves to be puiiiflied for charging 
Gentlemen with unfair Pradices, who are aA 
good Men as himfelf, and then went op to tell us 
a long Story of the Games they had plaid v after 
which, they fald, one and all, that they would go^:. 
What fignifies flaying, Mr. Bljhopy fays one to ano- 
ther, it is late in the Evening now,, without you will 
play a Rubber or twa at Cribbidgef What do you 
Cay, Gentlemen, fhalj we make Four ? We aflented^ 
and it came to our Lot to* be Partners; we played 
three or four Games and won, at which they feem- 
cd to be wonderoufly vexed, and then Fi>rtune 
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diaoged unperceivablj^ and we not only loft th^ 
good Man's two Guineas,, but two more to it,, 
which chagrined us fo, that we fet in Earneft to 
take our Revenge; but it was all the fame, we loft 
8 Guinea and an Half more ; when one of them,, 
getting up, feemed to recoiled a Piece of Bufinefs 
he had forgot, and faid, he could ftaf no longer,, 
but would return again in half an .Hour; however^. 
he did not come in an Hour; and, the old Gentle* 
ina^n not returning, we grew impatient, and more- 
(j when, maugre all our Intreatics,,the rdl brulhedi 
aT one after another. The Landlord then accoft^ 
ed us, and afked us, Gemlemen, do you know* 
what a Set of People you have been converfing: 
.with? We told him. Yes, and the Reafon whyi^ 
we engaged with them ; at which he could not for- 
bear burfting into a loud Laughter, and told us, , 
that grave Perfon was one of the Gang,, and, no 
doubt, bad at once contrived this Scheme to take 
us in. It^ia impoffible to exprefs our Spleen at this- 
News; we were almoft ready to accufe one ano- 
ther, and fell upon the Man of the Houfe for not 
giving us an Hint fooner: Lack>a-day, Sir, fays 
he, if they were to difcover me in giving any fuch^ 
Intelligence, I (hould be murdered ; they are the ' 
clofeft and moft impudent Gang of Villains in the- 
World, and appear in all Difguifes. We had no 
Remedy, and went Home full of Difpleafure, tho*' 
we could not help fmiling at the Trick that had 

been 
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ficei^ phfcd us. Nobody cm guard too much a*^ • 
gainfi fuddeiYPrepoileffiotts in a. Man's Favour^ as 
the World is at pcereot:i3feuated» for fach People: 
make* it their Bufimfi to knoivc every body. Wit- . 
nels this Fellow's Pretences to. Acquaintance with* 
my.MafteC) which, was what ipoft deceived us ; the 
Q[9atrei had- only been a SbAm to draw Tome un« 
wary Perfott into theis Cooipaoy^ aod the Sight of 
UB direAi^d htm to. this Expedients We could not 
help teUing Mr» Dh^% when we came Home, of 
tjm Advefuufie,.a^ which he was highly diverted^ and 
UpokcOfcufipn to. caution; us againft the Tricks ot 
tJraTown, wiiich aoe eviary Day put in Praf^ce. 

I now quite loft my Inclination to the Life I had 

kd^ and ferioui^ applied my&lf to BuGncfs, fci* 

dom. ftiirii^ out, esc^ept now and then to meet 

SpecuSfl and Prifi^ with whom I tiiS kept up a 

Cornefpoodi^QCe.; hut I was bairafled inceflantly 

withi DunSy my late £xtraMaganctes. having left 

nothing in the Hands of Mr. Deacen^ whom I had 

fodtfobligedaUb, by refraining from vifitinghim^ 

ihat thad not the Face to aik. htm^ to advance Mo-- 

•ney, before.it waa due. My Shoe-maker, Taylor^ 

nay, even my Sh^e-blacker, became importunate, 

fo that I was forced to undergo the Drudgery of 

-promifing, this Time and that Time, and t'other,. 

to pay them, without a Poffibility of performing* 

mj Engagements} wbich^as they thought I ne^ 

Q ^. veii 
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ver wanted Money, ihcy interpreted much to ray ■ 
Difadvantage. It would be full half a Year, be-^ 
fore I could receive any Part of my Stt|>end, and Z ' 
did not Care to expofe nay Wants to my Friend :: 
What to do to releafe myfelf from thefe Vexati- 
ons I could not tell, and was forced to borrow^ 
Sum after Sum of Speculift and frig^ which thejit 
began to grow uneafy about : Nay, at Times I> 
borrowed of others of my Acquaintance^ fo that 
I was hardly able to (hew my Head* In this Di^ 
kmma I called on Spemltfly who P always thought 
had a peculiar Value for me, and, knowing he diA 
not want Money, laid my Trouble before himy 
and defired htm to let me have as much as would 
fattsfy my other Creditors, upon giving him* a 
Draught upon Mr. Deacon^ for my yearly Allow* 
ance as faft as it became due ; but^ how was I'afto- 
niihed, when he broke out into this Speech : Look 
ye, Mr, Th^mpfon^ I don*t care to^truft you any 
farther, and can't imagine- what you-do with your 
Money; for my Part, I have no. more than is ne<- 
cefiary for my own Occafions, and can't fupply yoit 
any longer^ nor do I defire any more of your Qom^ 
pany: I have fallen under a great deal of Cenfure 
already, by. converting wiA young Fallows that 
are not at their own Hands, and \ have loft Mo- 
ney by that Scoundrel Prim^ who is now gone 
Clerk to the Captain of an EqflrJn^fifmn^, aod I 
kclicvc will ngver haw the Honefty to repay me a^ 

tafthin^i. 
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I^rththg; you (hould apply to your Relations Ii 
think; here^ interrupting him, I told him, f 
was forry that I had put it into his Power to make 
me thefe Reproaches, tho' I was glad thereby 
I had difcovered his Temper ; which' woiild give 
me a greater Surfeit of the Ways hebad introduw 
ced me to, and been a conftaht Partakec of with 
me, than the moft heightened Eloquence that could 
be employed: I put him in Mind of that uniireffal 
Benevolence and Kindnefs be was always incul-^ 
citing; tho' I was a Fool to ij^gard it. or think it 
fincere^ asj^ before. now> I nfiight hate obfervcd him 
contradi^ it in all his ASions, bad I not be^n to^ 
tally blind : I find, Mr. SpecuUjiy I added, you 
can perceive thje Beauty of a right Behaviour, when 
exercifed towards yourfelf, but not when it is re* 
quired of you, or puts you to any Pains or Expen? 
jces; and am now thoroughly convinced of the 
Ufefulnefs and beautiful InftrufUon conveyed, in 
thefe Words, by the Son of Sirach,. " ^ th^u 
*' wouUeft git a Friend., prove him firji^ and b^ 
^^ not ha fly to credit him.: , For fitfu Man ie a 
.*^ Friend for bis own, Qccafimy and will no$ abide^ in 
. ^* the Day of thy Trouble. And there is a Friend^ 
*f whoy being turned to Enmiy and S^/e^.-willdi/' 
^^ cover thy Reproach. 1/ thou be brought kw^ he will 
^' be ageAnfi thee^ Mnd hide him/elf from thy Face.^* 
Indeed, could I exped any other, when ours was a 
Friendfliip like a Confpiracy in Vice^ and Leagues 

of 
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9f Pleafure^ as Mr. Ad£fan fays ? He was ftruck' 
dumb with this juft Retaliation upon, him, and I 
left him with all the Marks of Fury in his Coun* 
tenance« I muft own I was ibockcd at the Infotence* 
of this Man, and his U6ge of poor Prim^. wb^ by* 
the bye, I knew, owed bim Kctte or nothings {hew«^ 
od bin» to me in bis proper- Colours. I was re*-* 
folved to avoid fiKh Companions for the Future,^ 
and was returning Hone, deeply involved in Self* 
accufalion, when a a tumukuous I^roar, at the- 
Comer of a Street I was to pafs thro', made aStop» 
and I dHboverod die Oecafion to be, thar a Wo^ 
man bad been deeded in picking a Pocket, ^Xi9^ 
vras put into the Hands of the Mob for due Difci^ 
^ine: She was cleanly dref&d, and betrayed To-^ 
kens of the greateft Fear and Terror ; but my Eyes 
had no feener fsftened^ u^yon her, than I recollec- 
ted the very Features of the §[vmdam Mrs. 7ri^^ 
fjy who bad ferved me fuch a foul Trick \n my- 
Return from Vauxhall. As my Refentment had 
long fttbfided, I regarded her as an Objed of Com- 
paff on^ and would have prevailed on thcPeopIe to 
carry her before a Magiftrate ; but the Profecutor 
could n6t be found, and therefore it was in vain to 
plead for Mercy, and flie was fcverely ducked in 
the Horfe-pond of a neighbouring Inn, and then 
turned adrifc in a moft uncomfortable Condition. 
1 marked which Way {he went, and followed her 
tot near half an Hoar^ tiH the poor Wretch got in** 
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fo^the Fields, with an Intent to dry her Cioaths, 
and then hipped after her : She turned about, but 
no fooner difcovored me,, than fhe gave a Shriek^. 
and was making all the Hafle to run from me ; 
but I overtook her,, and telling her,.I meant her nor 
Harm,, fhe became tolerably calm :* I told her, (he 
might well fear the Gonfequences of my feeirig her» 
but, as I had juft feen her punifhed for another 
Crime,.! would wave my Refentment, if fhe wouti 
let me know where to get my Cane again, which 
F very much valued. Shc| wept and thanked tne, 
but afTured me it had been^ fold with my oiher 
Things by her male Accomplices,., fhe knew ndt 
where. I then laid before her her vile and wfetch- 
od Manner of Life,, and the Gonfequences it would" 
in the End produce, with which fhe feemed af- 
fected, and) giving her a fmall Piece of Money, w^s^ 
going away; but file begged me toftay a Minute 
or two, for fhe had fomewhat to impart to me 
'that might be of Service. The Vinain,.Sir, that 
pafled for my Hufband, and robbed you that Night 
I was in the Goach with you, is dead; he was run 
thro' the Bodyi by fome Gentlemen who came up 
to the Refcue of another he had attacked in a 
Field near Cbelfia. How ! fays I, is what you fay 
true ? Yes, Sir,, fhe replied, fomewhat alarmed at 
my Starting, he. was, I afTure you : I was unhappily 
ruined by that Man, who. brought me, thro' a Se- 
ries of Misfortunes and Diflrefs^ to aid him in his 

wicked 
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wicked Courfes^; be was at Vauxhall^ during the 
whole Time of our Converfation there, and the 
Coach I called was driven by a Fellow of the Gang^ 
who plied for the Purpofe of ailiiling us in any 
(uch Attempt as that I made on yoiu But what I 
want to inform you is thiS) Sir, that the Gentleman, 
who was robbed at Chelfea^ is a great Linnen- 
Draper in the City, with whom you live at tliis 
Time ; for this Knowledge I gathered by feeing 
you both at the Shop-door together the Night+e- 
fore the Robbery, and I wanted then an Opportur 
nity to difcQver the Defign to you ; for a Defign it 
was, and the Fellows had their Intelligence of his 
going to Cheifia^ from a Man wiio is lately be- 
come a Partner in their Rogueries,, who lived as a 
Journeyman with your Mafter, and has the great- 
eft Inveteracy againft you all three, for what Rea« 
fon I never could learn. Since Yefterday Morn« 
ing, I have been quite abandoned to Wretchednefi, 
and the Crime, you fawme fo roughly handled for, 
I was induced to commit thro' mere Want of Bread. 
Your Generofity and Goodnefs, Sir, I hope will 
make me a true Convert, and, if Heaven is fo gra- 
cious as to accept my Repentance, I am refolved (o 
work my Fingers to the Bones, rather than ever 
expofe myfelf to fuch Vilenefs and. Wickednefs as 
I have too long been fubjeA to and Partaker of. 
Here (he wept aloud, and moved my Compaffion 
io much,^ that I gave her Half-a-Guinea,, which 

was. 
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was the whole that I had abo.ut me, advifing her 
to cherifli thefe Motions of returning Goodnefs, 
and teHing her, that if ever I faw her again, and 
was Witnefs to a Refornution and induftrkxis-Ho- 
nefty in her, I would be her Friend* 

I could not help adoring the Juftice of Provi- 
dence, in making Ufe of my Arm to execute Ven- 
geance uponihe Villam who had fo 11! ufed me 5 and 
my Indignation againft Packer^ who had received 
fo many Favours from the Pcrfon he was thus em^- 
deafvauripg to murder and deilroy, was exceflive: 
I remembered he knew of the Money that was 
owing us at Chelfta^ and if I had gone for it, no 
doubt, the Favour received by my Friend was 
intended alfo to me. So many Fnftances of the 
Vilencfs and Corruption of human Nature made 
me quite melancholy, and I returned Home in an 
AftoniHiment and profound Thougbtfulnefs,.' that 
was immediately taken Notice of by my Friend, to 
whom I Imparted the Occafiona He was pafll 
Meafure affedted wi^h the Difcoveries I had made» 
and, as we did not know what farther Mifchiefs 
'Packer^ as he knew the Secrets of the Family, and 
the Nature of our Trade^ might endeavour to. do> 
we refolved to be very circumfpe£t for the Future 
In every Thing' we undertook, and to keep it a 
Secret from my Mafler, for Fear of giving him any 
Difturbance. 

C H A P^ 


%*t 


%^8 Tie Life, and Adventures 

CHAP. XVL 

Speculiil waits upon Mr. Diaper, who n^ 
"proms Thotnpfon.— //i? confejfes his Folly. 
* — Is pardoned. — Excelknt Behaviour of his 
Majier. — Permitted to vijit his Father and 
Mother^ with bis Friend. — They fet out on 
their Journey. 

I Found it was now abfolutdy neceffiry for me 
to regain the Confidence and Eftcem of Mr, 
DeacWj in order to get rid of my troublefome 
Vifuants, for which Purpofe I more frequently 
went to fee him ; and, as he was really a very fen- 
fible and underftanding Man, reaped a great deal of 
Benefit from his Converfation, and had almoft defa- 
ced the bad Opinion he had conceived of me, when 
the Malice or Vanity of Sp€€ulijt at once made a 
"Difcovery of my untoward Situation. He bore my 
late Rejoinder to hvs Difcourfe very hardly, amt 
fired with Refentment at^my confequent Eftrange- 
meot from bins ; for what he had fdid, of not defiring 
my Company, was only one of thofe Airs he gave 
himfelf with thofe Acquaintances over whom be ac- 
quired a Superiority ; rt^lved to be revenged, and 
tiierefore this Man of Reafon and Philofophy, who 
was not quite unknown to my Mafler, one Day^ 
paid him a Vifit, at which he feemed vei^ mucl» 
fur^f ifed^ as he had never converfed with him, not 
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at all liking his CharaSen He foon put him out 
of his Uncertainty of his Defign, by acquainting 
hira, he came, out of pure Compaffion to Mr. 
Thompfon^ to let him know, that he was fearful he 
had taken fome bad Courfes, and kept Compan}P 
with Perfoos who would do him much Diifervice ; 
and then gave him a Detail of thofe little Follies 
I had been guilty of, the Neceffities he knew I wais 
driven to, and an Account of the Debt I had con* 
trailed with himj concluding, that he gave him 
the prefent Trouble, out of pure Good-wiH to the 
young Gentleman, not doubting but he would 
exert his Authority and Influence over me, to en- 
gage me to forfake fuch Pradlices for the Future* 
The good Man was quite furprifed at this Account 
of me, and, as he had heard me mention Mr. Spe^ 
euUfiy as an ingenious Gentleman, and one I great«- 
ly refpe^d^ faw, thro' the Appearance of Friend-^ 
(hip he put on, the Rancour of his< Heart, and^ 
without any Emotion, gravely aflied him. What it 
was I owed him? And, upon hearing it was ontf 
twelve Pounds, counted him out the I^oney, took 
his Receipt, and begged the Favour of him -to- de- 
part the Houfe ; which he did with the utmoft Pre- 
cipitancy and Shame, which was the more in* 
creafed by his meeting me fulUbiitt at the Bottom of 
the Stair- cafe. He juft moved his Hatand went away^ 

leaving me in Anuize at feeing him in our Houfe, 
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where he had never been before, and many Con-* 
jeAures about his Bufinefs there. 

The next Morning, my Friend and myfcif were 
both Tent for into my Mailer's Chamber, who, af- 
ter (butting the Door, accofled us in the following 
Manner! My dear Childi'en, for I can't prevail 
upon myfelf to conflder either of you in any other 
Light, I have obfervcd, with an unmeafurabic 
Satisfa£lion, your ftriS Union, ever fmce you have 
been together ; your Tempers, your Aftiork^, and 
the Regard you have paid to me and my Wife ; and 
your ftudying my Welfare wiih fo much Care, in 
the Management of my Bufmefs, has charme/i me, 
and my Mind has made me happy in the Contem- 
plation of your Virtues. You, Mr. Thompfon^ par- 
ticularly, becaufe bound only to me by the weak 
Tie of Obedience: I hope I have given you Con- 
vincing Proofs by my Behaviour to you, that I 
refent your Fidelity and Attachment in the tendern 
eft Manner, / What will youj then, what can I fay, 
to a Man who has endeavoured to perfuade me, 
with a fond Officioufnefs to bear ungrateful Tid- 
ings, that you have followed Courfes that I muft 
highly difapprovej have negle£led my Concerns, 
which you, Son^ have connived at; have frequented 
the Company of lewd Women, and wild young. 
Fellows, whofe only Aim and Study is the Grati- 
fication of their debauched Imaginations and de-^ 
praved Pafiions ? I muft own, I treated him with 

tho 
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the Contempt he deferved, as I could fee, thro' hid 
Ma& of Friendfhip and Concern, an Inveteracy 
which all the Shew of impartial Reprefentation 
oou^d not hide $ nar had I believed any Thing a« 
gainft you, if he had not at the fame Time convin- 
ced me offomething which grieves me greatly; 
he fays, you have been extravagant, and are rn 
Debt, and, .as a Proof of it, declared you was in« 
debted to him, I gave him no Encouragement to 
purfue his Animadverfions, but have paid him the 
Money for you 5 fee, there is his Receipt, and by 
that you will know the Author of what I tell you. 
Now I mud own, if you ar^ driven to fuchNe- 
cellicies, it would almofi lead me to think 4II the 
reft of his Charge was true; for I am fenfibleyour 
Father fupplie£ you with every Thing neccflary, 
and more Pocket-money than I (hould care to truft 
a Youth with. I am not angry. Child, and only 
beg you to let me know your EmbarrafTments, that 
you may be relieved, and not tempted to do any 
Thing unbecoming a Youth I fo greatly eftecin, 
and the Son of a woithy-and dear Friend: I am 
fenfible what Temptations furround us on every 
Side, at your Age, and make all the Allowances 
for human Frailty that I pof&bly can. Here he 
paufed, whilft the Tears ran down my Cheeks, and 
I was for fomeTime incapable of anfvyering: At 
length, recovering myfelf, I thanked him for all 

his KinduefTes and conilant Goodnefs to me, and 

told 
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itold htm, I (hould be inexcufable not to make a 
ilncere Confeifion of all my Follies, which I hoped 
were not of fo heinous a Nature as not to be par- 
doned upon a fincere Amendment, as he had expreiled 
foch a Regard for my Welfare, and it was the only 
Means left me to return to my former Innocence 
^nd Tranquillity. I then gave him a fliort Detail of 
all my Errors and Slips of Youth, not without ming* 
ling my Tale with confcious Blufhes and Motions 
of Shame and Regret, which often interrupted my 
Difcourfe ; and now, dear Sir, I cried, fklHng on 
my Knees, and kifSng his Hand, with a fervent 
A6tion of Affedion, I have given you an Ac- 
count of the Crimes I have been guilty of> let md 
mtreat you not to hate me, but let me plead with 
you for Forgivenefs and Compaffion j I hope it is 
not too late to recover my Mind from thofe Vices^ 
which I have now a thorough Deteftation of j I have 
for fome Time forfaken thefe^ Reforts of Wicked- 
nefs, and feel the higheft Pleafure on the Approaches 
i make again to that Peace and Happinefs I have for 
fo long a Time loft. Deprive me not of the Soci- 
ety of my dear Friend, and the Comfort I have 
ever received in your good Opinion ; I will be dou- 
bly diligent, the Remainder of my Time, to make 
you amends for my repeated Neglefts: Your Good- 
ncfs gives me a Thoufand namelefs CompunSions, 
may Heaven enable merto defcrve it, the Remainder 
of ftiy Life ! I couH fay tio more, and a Flood of 
I moving 
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moving Sorrow put a Period to my Difcourfe. My 
Friend mingled hiB Concern with mine, and faid 
every Thing that could difarm any Refentment that 
might arife in his Father's Breaft. He flood for 
feme Time thoughtful, at length he foftened, and 
a' Tear of Mercy ftole down his venerable Face, 
and, railing me up,he embraced me with eager Pref- 
fures, then took his Son into his Arms, and kind« 
ly toW us, he forgave me every Thing. Words 
Can't defcribe the Gratitude that arofe in my 
Breaft, and quite ovetcame me ; I made no Anfwer^ 
but embraced his Knees; he faw my Condition, and 
left us to come to ourfelves. How much relieved 
I was after the Difclofure of my Crimes, and the 
Pardon I received, no one can tell $ had the Weight 
of a Mountain opprefled mc, its Removal could not 
have given me more real Eafe. My Fnend prefled 
ttie to his BoTom, and gave me the higheft Congratu- 
lations; I returned hrs Carefles, and was ready to 
devour him with my Acknowledgements for his 
ijoodnefs. A few Minutes afterwards my Matter 
returned ; think yourfelf happy, Mr* Thompfin^ 
fays he, that you have been obliged to make this 
'ConfefBon, and that you are relieved from the 
Gloom* that was occafioned by the Concealment 
of your Condition : I congratulate myfelf for feeing 
your Return to Virtue, almoft as foon as I knew of 
your Defefiion : Let me intreat you to apply for 
f ardon to the Author ttf our Being, whom you 

kavc 
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have highly offended by ungratefully xnlfetnploying^ 
thore excellent Talents and Abilities he has be- 
llowed upon you ; let him have all the Praife for^ 
this happy Turn of your Affairs; at^thc Throne 
of his Mercy be conftant in your Petitions, for. 
his Grace and Favour to fupport you in the Refolu-. 
tipns you have taken to a£t agreeable to his Laws, 
his pure Injunflions ; refume your good Humour 
)^d your Endeavours to pleafe and oblige every 
body you arc concerned with, and, by a thorough 
Adherence to Religion and Virtue,- you will be 
happy yourfelf, and blefs ^11 your Friends: Ltt 
me have an Account of all your Debts, which I 
YviH inftantly difcharge.j and, rather than afl3ia your 
good Father with the Knowledge of what is paft, 
I will wait till you are in a Capacity to pay me 
again. 'Tis neceffary to jelieve you from fuch 
a Burthen to a generous Mind, that you ^ may 
Jiave nothing left to impede yo\i in yoifr revived 
.X)ifporition to Happinefs ; and, as you may have 
ucontrafled fome Acquaintance you can't handfome- - 
ly part from abruptly, I have bee» thinking to in- 
dulge you with the Liberty of taking a Journey * 
. into Torkjhire^ for a Month or two, to fee your 
Parents ; and, as my Wife is able to bear the Town 
better than (he has been for fome Time paft, my 
. Son, if he pleafes, (hall accompany you ; your 
Father has often preffed me to let him come down 
to fee hiai| ^nd he (hall take this Opportunity : 

Therefore 
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T'herefore finifh what Budnefs you have in Hand, 
Gentlemen ; you are welcome to niy Horfes, and 
may fet out when you wilT; your Father and Mo- 
ther long to fee you; and it is Time to -gratify 
tkdir dcfire, after an AVence of four Tears and an 
.Half: If I .want you in Town foonerthan I have 
mentioned, HI ^ritc you Word : When you come 
back, you will be a Siranger to the People you 
would avoid, and may then keep them at a pro- 

oer Difiance: Here's a. fmall Tiiken of my He-* 

»* ■ . . . '\ -■ • • . - - ". . ^ ♦ 

fpe£l, which you will accept jrfforthe Expences ot 
your Journey: In To faying, he clapped a Paper 
into -each of our Hands^ comaining twen^ Guineas, 
and left me in £xta(y of Admiration and Acknow- 
led^ment for his Goodnefs and Condefirenfion. Mf 
Friend was tranf[y)03cd wiihi the Thoughts of our 
going, together i .and^ aJ^lFor my Par^ I had never 
experience^ fo much D^li^ht before. In abou^ 
a Week after, having fettled our Books, and li^ 
all Affairs ready to my Mafler*s Hands, w^ fet 
but on our Journey, taking Leave of himand my 
Miflrefs, who oyervvhelmed me, as well as h^r-Son^ 
with the kindeft Expreffionsof Regard, 
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.iVh a Journey for many Yean, was <|uite captivat- 
ed with the new Pleafures we tafi€d;*and we kept 
jup a Chearfulncfs and good Humour, which was 
but bare Gratitude for the Enjoyments we re- 
.ceived. 

About Noon on the third Day of our Feregri-i 
.nation, we overtook a Chaife and Pair, followed 
by a Number of DomeAics, in a Livery that me- 
thought I had fomewhere particularly noticed be- 
fore; but when we had pailed, and I juft turned 
:#ny Head back to look at the Perfons in the Ve- 
hicle, how agreeably pleafed I was to difcover the 
jim^ .ajniable Gentleman and Lady, whofe Conr 
verfation had captivated me fo much at Fauxballf 
.They knew me alfo, at once, and both feemed 
tranrported at the lucky Mee!ing : After die firft 
Civilities had palled between us, I was gently chid 
for not having performed my Promife of calling to 
iee thenCi wUch I excufed in as handfome a Man- 
ner as I could : Then they enquired our Rout, 
which happened to be thro' that Part of the Coun«> 
Iry they were proceeding to, to their CounCry- 
Houfe, where they anfiftcd thait we Ihould accom* 
<pany them, and fpend a Day or two, whkrb we 
couldr by no Means refule. We arrived there the 
fame Evening, and wece introduced to a genteel 
and coq^modious Hotfe, which, for Situation and 
Accomipodaions, was one of the prettieft an J 
completeft Villa's^ that ever I faw in my Life. My 

Com- 


Companion, as well myfelf, was charmed with 
our Reception, which was as cordial and refpe^l* ' 
ful as codd be given to the moft valuable Friends. 
The good Senfe and Oeconomy of the Mafler and' 
Miftrefe was vifibie in the contented and eafy Looks 
of the Servants^ and the excellent Management aiid* 
Order that appeared in the minuteft Things: Plenty 
without Wafle^ orProfufion, was feen at the Ta- 
ble; and every Thing^ wore an Air of tlfe moff re- 
fined Elegancy : They were received at their En-^ 
trance by a young Lady, Sifter to Hve<3entleman'y> 
who was a S.eprerentacion> of Ffora^^ an* innocent 
SvKeetnefs (hone in her Countenance, and the' 
ruddy Morn was not arrayed with more infptring,^. * 
blooming Graces: She alfo accofted us with a 
courteous and invicing Look, that you coiild not 
help feeling: to the Bottom* oT the Heart. At 
Supper we wesff entertained witH a^ Repaft, that' 
^oke the noble Temper of our Hbft; and a Con* 
verfation. enfued,.. in which every one bore fuch a* 
Share«. as gave a mutuah good' Opinion of each 
others We did not retire to Bed till pretty 
late, and. were conducted to a very grand Apart- 
ment, were we were taken • up fome Time in our^ 
Admiration of our new Acquaintance. My Friend 
was curious to know how I came to be known to 
Mr. BeJiair and his Spoule^ for tharwas his Name, 
in. which I gratified him; he then fan out, in ex* 
ceffive Encomiums on- the^ Beauties and Per f^£tions 
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of Mifs- Suityy by M*ich I Goiild plainly perceive- 
histvery Soul began taheinfededwtthrherCKarms ;. 
which Difco?ery not a little pleafed me, as I had 
before obferved an Infenfifaility to the Fair Sex irrt 
him, that very much furprifed-mc: The wheJc- 
Night he toiTed »id tumbled about, and every- 
now and then a; Sigh efcaped him^ as by Stealth ; 
u(>on which, the next Morning,.! rallied him very 
fcVerely. What fignifies denying . any Thing tO" 
you, Joi^ (ays he,, very feiiottflyi:! muft coafefs that 
little Cbirubim Iras made me uncommonly uneafy y 
and I would give the World, if I had it, for»- 
CompaaioR for Eife^of facfa a difttnguiflied Merit 
as I obfervediiuhat dear Creature. He uttered th'efe 
Words in ftfch a Tone and Manner that I could'^ 
not belipi repeating my Milth at bis Expence ; at 
which^ he grew^ a- little angry,., and forced me \a^ 
d.fift '^ after ^hich we commenced a very earneft 
Di&oiiirie about . the Family, . and agreed to make 
aH the Observations we could of the Circum (lances 
and Diij[K>rition of theyouiig'Liady,, without ivhoni. 
be protffled he could not not thfnkof ii^ng. Oar 
Confultaibns were iiai&ed by a-UeiVint'^ ehtering 
with a Mefiage, that Breakfift wait- ready ; and 
we, immediately obeying the Summon?, found 
Mf. £^tfi> an A' the twb Ladres, who were very 
merry at . ou^^ over-fleeping ourfelves in fuch a^^ 
Lovely Mbming^i whtcb, Mifs obferved^ was being 
a liqle jUngrateful for the IHeafure it befiowed- 
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fipMi U8. Breakfaft over, a Walk. was propofed iii! 

the Garden, which was ^, very extenfive one ; amd^ 

at the further £(xti6^ty.;Qf it w^^a very fine* 

Fifbpondy. witb.an .Al^ve fortfaeAiiglets toire- 

pole, theix^relvesy and 'a Bank, of, green Tuif alh 

round it*, This Diverfion, you.niuft.know. Gen- - 

t)eme/iy iays. Mr, Beliair^ is a very favouiiter otie 

with, mc^ aad. ipy/Wife aod^ Sifter^ ai we can 

putfuje, i|^ ^and yef' indd^ otsr Conteitaphittoft^^l 

a^djmj^t tbeia'iU>^eacb oihcrt dBot 'I af&re'you^ 

that«Mi& is the beft.SpoftAnatiy by-far, ai)d not a^ 

pieient Inhabitant of the fcaly Fry but has been, one* 

Time or other, (iponr4ierHbok; th6% Hk^the Me-' 

thod o£ tbe Qefi^ralHy of £adies lAtreating fhofe Lo- 

ver^y.who only ferve^tomakenpth^Nuiiiberof thieir 

dpjDbqu^^^ ^eifitiiiHogrVith tiiem/bme'Mme, (be- 

gures th«iQ their Uborty^ agatn. H Mifs, Sir^^ f^yi * 

m^ Friend, weie to torture her. Lovers in that \ 

Manner, lapprehepd it'-would n6ver be. in her 

Bower tp reftore tjie Bkffinge yx>u! nsentiph ^gain^ 

t^'them, a^d thfy'^o^ld^elaDb.fcHid of iheU Slavery « 

tc| defue .itc At ^ tl|is (he- bhtflied, lanti ^ to* tur^n *b{&' 

thiQ Difcourfoy* propd&d{ 'rending forriie Fiihing^ ( 

Rods, to try our SkilL We had aU of us foroet' 

Sport, but my Friend, who was fo fixed oh the ^^ 

Aj^ions of the,' young ht^fi and fo^rattfinttve.tot 

the Indulgence of^ hi% infant Paffion^jlbafe* l>eiiid>- 

nqt catchoQei,ruppil v^hich (be.'meFtit^idlttrhimi:^ 

(h|B would take Care- to. pff» vide aJ>inndrforthenur 
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both. The Wor<b were fcarce out of her MoutH^ 
when, leaning too forward, the Edge of the Bank* 
gave Way under her, and flie fell at ojice into the 
Water, which was pretty deep. We were all ter- 
ribly frightened^ but, as to Mr. Diaper, he gave a' 
great Cry, and immediately plunged into the 
Pond, and brought her out in hts Arms, all wet^ 
and faint with Terror. The Time was ib fhort,. 
that (he preferved her Senfes; however, it put tit 
End to our .Divtorfton, and' we attteded her into- 
tbe Houi^, where (he was imdrefiM, and put to 
Bed. . Her Brother and Sifter were fo ftruck with 
this A£lion of my Friend^s^ that they were never 
tired with acknowledging-it ; and, as to him^ he 
exulted to.himfelf in theioftance he had given of* 
his regard, .^nd betrayed hi»'Concern>^^%y eiiquirihg^ 
of her Hes^th, every Minute, in a Manner laltnoflf 
troub)efome«^ He was e<|uipped in a- Suit of Mr.. * 
Btlkh% till bis own were-dry ^ and that Gentle^ 
man, clapping him on the Shoulder, told him, 
merrily^ be was fearful chat the Water, infiead of* 
cooling him» had influnied htm le, that it would 
not be eafily extingui(bable ; What fay you, Mr. 
Thwipfon? Your Friend won't be much hurt by a 
fine Woman and three thoufiind Pounds, and Pll^ 
promise him my Confent, I afTure him. Mr. Diaper 
bowed, and. was foconfufed at this frank Difco^ 
very and Good-nature, that he had nothing Where- 
with to reply* Dinner was ferved up, at which 
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tbe young Lady^ now qaite well, attended; but 
£ could perceive fuch a Confufion,^ whenever her 
Kyes met ibofe of her Prefenrer, to whom the ex-^ 
jyeiled a high ;Senfe of her Obligation, that I madi» 
Jio Qjieftion but ihe was as fenfible as htmfelf, and 
^ve myfelf a^great Plea(ure in the R^fle£Hon. We 
flayed inthis happy. Manfion a fult Week, during 
which Mr. Diaper made a great Progrefs in his 
Amour, and Mifs Suksj^ feemed quite afieSed with 
his Paffion i they. were ever together, aiid Mr. Bel" 
lair^ being mdefenfible, by me, of his Conditions 
and ExpeAationsy was heartily^ difpofed to give: 
him all the Liberty with- his Miftrefs that was 
poffible* We could hardly feparate ourfelves from 
the Family, and, I believe, Dioftr would have 
been contented, if I had gone the Remainder of 
the Journey alone, , if Shame had permitted him ; . 
we parted, however, proniifing to fpend a Week 
atour-Return i and the Parting of the Lovers waa- 
(o tender, that Mifs could not leave her Chamber, , 
to fee ust mount, her Difvompofure was fo great. 

Never was Man fo transformed as was the young : 
Gentleman ; . he was conilantly mufing \ had loft 
his Vivacity ; would heave now and then an* ihvo* 
luntary Sigh \ and it was feldom I could get a 
Word from him in the whole Day's Ride, extepf ' 
Tput him upon talking of his Miftrefs ; and then 
what Raptures would break forth ! How many, 
Vows and Protefiatibns of eternal Conftancy and.. 
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Truth r He let me into the W6ole of his Court-^ 
flup,.aiidl foandy tojiqriBxtreme Delight, that he 
had Reaibn really to efteem hiniftlf very happy ; . 
and therefore^ after canvoffiiig the Matter between^ 
US| it was refolved be fliooM aft bis Father^ Con- 
fchtto the Match, feoii after oar Rettxm. We^ 
put up at Night at a rerygood Inn, which was (o 
full of Gueils, that we couhf'^get no other Place 
to fit in, ail the Rooms being taken up, but the 
lUtchen. As, my Friefid did riot chufe tormiip. 
iff any promtfcuous Company, and there vmt not* 
another Houfe of a long* Way> we were contented, . 
and ordered a Fowl to be laid to the Fire, for our 
Supper, which was immediately complhed with. 
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CHAP. XVIIt. 

Story of the incbanted Bridk, — Midmgbf Ad^ 
. ventures in the Inn.-^DifcGurfe betxveen 
Dr. Talifman, Par/on Zealot, and Gagc^ 
the Excifeman. — Fatal Confequmces of their 
DlJpute.-^They arrive at Mr, Thompfon'j. 
— -Jijy at their Arrival. 

THE Company in the Kitchen,, principalljr 
compofed of the Servants of the GueAs who 
had put up in the Inn, withdrew from the Fire^. 
in refped to our Appearance] fo that we were 
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net at all incottimodfed at cw Sapper,* but rather 
catcrtafncd'with the diflSrcnt Charaders wp could- 
over*hcar -them' grvc** thdt' fctcral Ma(fcr$ and 
Miftpefles, Wiflf'whom-yi jfe lifiial wkh* theParty- 
c^du#@d^ GeiXlYy, ttiey m*fe vtfrfftecl We or--- 
ittei oo^ Beds to be made ready,. whilft^vre drank . 
aiGlafi of^ tivo^ after our-M^l ; and were juft ad- - 
jdumtng' to our Chanibcrv .whta* a young Fellow^ -^ 
bhdceikttb^ ififecbflfn, ifi'thi; greate(irHtfFry'andi> 
Gonfulbii- tmigihabtb ; his Hitrere^d'ori' hisHeac^,^ 
like theLQ^I$ of i Porcupine ; his^Body fall of 
convulfife Motions ; his Face pate and diftorted ; .. 
his Eyes fitted tn their Sockets ; !and all«tfae Marks ^ 
of dreadful Frighl: and Amaze; '\nj^h robbed him > 
of Uttorance ;%am], juftais be^advanctd'iup to the • 
Bare;. hcgsrwadeepGiroan, and feM dbwn in a . 
Sbrooa: tvcfy-bocly wasiiirprifed, and ran to help * 
bini) plentifully befprinkling his Face witlr Wa- 
t«rv which, In a littleTime, brought him to him- 
felf. He ftared wildlyabouthimv for fomeUme ; 
and cried, in a bbllow^Tone^f Voice, Is he gone f 
]&he gGfne i And tbeit^ getting up, took a Turn or 
tjMTO round the Kilchien, and hallooed out again, 
AvoiA'SaMnl Oh God ! fave rae f " fave me ! Here 
he is ! Therc4>e is ! and fo went on, that* every body 
concluded hinadiilraiSed; and the Hoftefs coming ^ 
iiij followed by^ber Hd(band, ordered tSiem to lay/ 
Hands: on him, f&rkzt he fhoulddoany Mifchief. . 
l^iiis they didaccoKlihgly'} and, aftfct they had got- 
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him down» he became ibmewhat calmer,; wbllft. . 
tbe Tears 10 Abundaace trickled down his Cheeks^ . 
fc|llowed by oft repeated S^bs ^ Groans. Alack ! 
fays the Landlady^ I knew (bme bad Luck- 
would happen iiuour Eamily,. by my Dream laft 
Night) and, to be fure, a great Calf came bolt^ 
into the- Bar^Room, this Mornings and frightened 
me out of my Wits ! WeU» poor Fellow,, that old- 
Jade, jMiff Barms f has certainly bewitched him l~ 
Good God L it's a Shame fuch Devtbihould be* 
ftiffered to live in the Pariib. . Hold your Tongue^' 
you fooliih .B—-—h,. fays her^Hufband, you are- 
always canting fome d—? — dKonfenfe or other;.? 
more likely fome of your Methodift Tricks have^ 
been put infp his Head: Hold up your Head, Jaci^. 
What*s the MJattcr? The. FeUow :was going-to* 
reply, whenj -moving himfelf in his Chair, he kkked^ 
the Bit of a Bridle with one of his Heels, whiciv- 
hung round his Neck, and reached the Pavement,; 
which made a Kind of a Clink, and threw him into: 
the fame Extafie^ . md Difiortions ag^in, . oonti-> 
nually roaruig, There he ia^l Don't y^u bearhia'. 
Chain? Oh Lord deliver me! Pray,. dear Mailer,^ 
fend for the Parfon, I have feea tbe Devil ! The 
Devil you have, fays hh. Mafter ; What Buiineft 
had he in my Stables ? No, no, replies the Man, 
all in a Foam, I fayv hjin at Bimi J ad's Barn I 
there» turning himfelf about : Poa't you hear bim 
now i He'$ here. ! h^'s hero ! and fwooned away 
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again: At this the Landlord looked abbut him, 
andy/pying the Bridle, tiurft i»(o an immoderate^^ 
Fit of laugbing^ O^ hoyviajs he, I have difco-- 
vered the Whole |. v^pkt^y^n^ly Son. of a B— b ; - 
Don't you fee that here's^ no ChfttB bcfe^ norany • 
Thing, like it. It'&only the Bitdiat makes this- 
Rattling ^ and fo ^ye. him . a Doute in 4he Chops, . 
which recalled him- oa^ more to himfdf: Then* 
turningio the Company told them diet a Negto, that 
once lived with him^r in Quality of ai> Hoftler, had ' 
hanged huiifirlf .in a Bam, at the Back of the Houfe,^- 
and that ev^r-Gnce he had haunted that Batn, . and > 
had been feeo by feveral People, dragging a huge* 
Chain after him, wbieh he always did at Twelve ^ 
o*Clock ait Night $ and this. Fellow, continues he,- 
has, no doubt, feen hitn, t^r-heanl him ; and, for* 
getting he had the Bcidlt at hi&Heds, by- the Force 
of Imagination^ thought ho had pusfiied him quite- 
into the. Houfe, I fuppofe^; and fo there's your* 
Cock-and-a-BuU Story of a Dream, and-aCalf, and 
Jfnny,.Barn9s^ ^ut^ Madam; come, get up, and* 
gp to your Bufinefs.' The Hoftler now thoroughly - 
convinced of. his Miftake, endeavoured ^to get up,^. 
hat was fo weakened, .^bat they.. were forced to^ 
convey him to Bed, leaving ua in high Mtrth,^ 
at fuch an Inftance of vtilgar-^epofleffion, and"" 
the Strength of F^ncy. We foon after were con- . 
4}ii£ted tp otnr Repo(e^ wliich this' Accident had hepr 
if$ from an Hour or two Ipog^ than we intended* 
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Qur Room opened iiito a long Gallery, whicft Wflar* 
the Meant of CommttnicatioR to a whole Tier of 
Apartments^ at the upiper^fiod wfeSitheConircm« 
cncy-oFaPrivy f^r the Ufeof idie whole Floor, arid^ , 
by a:very.uiiprudeiiC Want of €!aud6n,:thb Doors ; 
of die Rooms were not furniflied with* Locks, but 
oply depended' on theSecurity of' Latches. We 
bad juft '.began; to dofe^ when we* heard the Latch - 
of dttr Apactmentgendy Kfted'Up, and fome^body ' 
fofid^ ftealii^to oup Bed-^ude^ who^ as he ad van- ' 
cedy cried, Egody Tm^ I was ^ long Time before ^ 
I could: find my Way back agatn frbm that d — d": 
Vault; I think they oiight to have la L^mp burn- 
ing inthe GaUciy, for it it curled dark ; What are ye 
a(leep alreadyi Wemade ao Anfiv^^ andiie^went^ 
on: I him beeathkiUiAg ^ oUr E?q>edition To- 
morrow; .but,^by. G**^d,' I don't tbtnk it (afe to^ 
attempt the Coach orithe.Chariot, forthey are too * 
fifongly guarded : Now, there's^ the- two young . 
P^ig^, thatfuppedinthe Kitchen, ieem to be flu& 
<^ A(lQBey, .iii>d.woh9d:b€tter fist out betimes and.- 
fscure them, for they i go towards firk^ as the Land^ . 
l^rd informed* me, /and he beK^sves will be a good ' 
Booty: D—nmei^MbJ^d^n^f you Anfwer? HaT' 
you drank'fo damiwd bard lafi<Night, that you are - 
as droufyas the DevlK By this Time he was pul- 
ling up the BeddCIoathSj when I ilirred, andj as! if' 
bstweeoSkepanA Wakings cried out, Bbquiet;-^' 
What^r^what i'f^ wanf? The Miftake was foon 
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perceived, and a quick Retreat made from the Bed* 
and out of the Door; upon which I gave a Jog to my 
Friend, and heing too much concerned in the lata 
Speech to be eafy without fome father- Difco^ 
v€ry, I-flipt out of Bed, and tripped foftly, after the 
Per(bn who had made \ty whom Y foon traced ta « 
the next Door but. one to ours; asd finding^hiot ' 
gone in, and the Door (hut, applied my .Ear to the. 
Crevice, and heard him iay,7— 5r^«r.^^,are you there ?/ 
Aye, Tays Toky where have yotu bcen^ iT^'^Ji- 
d — n me, I miflook the Room, -^nd have been taUcn 
ing about our Rout To-morrow, thinking, it. was ^ 
to you. Aye,, d — n me, replies the other, it is^ 
like one of your blundering Tricks : What Room^ 
was you in? Two Rooms higher,, fays. he. Why* 
that's where the two ypung Gentlemen lie .that 
fijppedm the Kitchen. Is it by G — d? Why, I' 
hope they wereafleepy however, for I. was propo-- 
fing to nail .them To-morrow, imagining I had 
been talking to you ; fo I believe we had better^ 
decamp, before they are ftirring, for Fear of the 
worft< As fooa as I heard this, I )eft them to 
their farther Qonfultations^ and turned to gp back | 
buthad fcarce groped my Way three or four Paces^ 
when I was accofled with two Arms round me»- 
and a Whifper of, Lord^ William, hw hng y$u 
have been? I am alm&Jl JUirved\ which was fol-» 
lowed by half 9 Dozen Itifies, repeated fo quick^ 
Jthatlhad not Time to difcngage royfelf. I Toon 
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perceived it was one of the foifter Sex wba' 
fiad made this Mifiake , and was going to unde-^ 
ceive her, when from a Hknd unfeenj flie recei- 
ved a violent Blow over the Side of the Head, a» 
I thought, which made the whole Gallery ring«. 
and down (He fell, uttering a deep. Groan. As L 
apprehended a Salute of the fame Sort, I put my* 
felf upon my Guard, but could hear a Pair of 
naked Feet padding away as faft as poffible ; fo T 
retired with great Expedition to my own Door^ 
vt^icU I fooD*gained and entered the Chamber. I. 
perceived myfelf right by Kearing my Friend's 
Voice, who enquired, What made me fiay fo long? ' 
And Twas going to give him an Account of my 
Adventures, when T was joftled againft by fome* 
what that was endeavouring to pafs me, which I. 
afiumed Courage enough to feize Hold of, at the 
fame Time enquiring, Who*s this ? I received no 
Anfw^, but violent Struggles to get away from 
me ; upon which I called outluftily, Houfe! Houfe /. 
and ftamped as hard as I could at the fame Time 
wth my Foot. What are you doinj^ fays Mr. Didf 
prrj what's the Matter? Matter, fays I, why Ibe? 
lieve fome infernal Spirits play their Gambols here 
To-night; however I' believe Thave got hold of 
f6mewhat that's Flefli and Blood here. . Hold it faft 
then, fays be, aod 111 fecuce the Door till we 
know who difturbs us .thus :S^ faying, he jumped. 
tait of Bed, ,when my Piize, trembling, begged me 
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Cafet him go, for he had miftakeaour Room for 
bis own ; Who are you, fays I ? Lord, Matter, T 
am the Tapfler that you faw laft Night who wait^ 
ed uponiyou | i a& you te^ Adufand Pardons for 
this Offence, and the Difturbance I have occafion- 
ed you. Very wctt. Friend, fays I, I forgive you ;. 
but pray was it you that knocked down (bme body- 
in the Gallery juft now ^ Sir, you feem-tabe a good- 
ni^iaced Gentleman, and IH tell you the Truth ; F - 
WM gotf^ tametft our Cook -Algi^y by Appointment * 
yott ma^ be Cure, and fbiind her faft locked in the^ 
Arms of another Man, which provoked me to- 
ftcike her \ but I hope I have done ber no Hurt, for 
I perceive by what youbave £iid, Sir, that fhe muft- 
have miftakeo you for me. . Why, was nc^ you » 
Villain to give her fiidi a fevere Blow-? For my 
P#rt, I bdieve you have kiUtd ber, fays I. God 
fQ.rbid, Sir; but you know Jealoufy will drive one 
to any Thing, anJ the Blow was intended for you,. 
Sir, I niuft own. By this Time a Light appeared^, 
carried by our Paonch^guOed Rogue of a L4nd^ ' 
lord, whabad been alarmed by tbeNoife Iitiade;^ 
upon which I let the Fellow go, who ran aw^y^ 
with all the Expedition imaginaUe, and, looking- 
out, perceived old Tkv-A^, with great Circum^ 
fpedtion dire^tng his Steps towards our Part of the 
Gallery ; but, the Light daziding his Eyes^ he 
ftumbled over tbe'Poor Girl^ who fliH- lay ienfelefs 
oa tbe Ground^ and came dowfl^Uke a weighty- 
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Ruin, the Candle fpriaging from him ;ilmaft as: far 
as the Place I flood in, and left us once more in 
Darkiiefs. If is Ftight M^as fo extreme, thiUl conkii 
hear the Teeth cbatiec in his Head, whUft^he pro*- ' 
nounced in anmmUiiig Accent^ Lord haw Mtrcfi ' 
upon mi! Obj /pan me^fpart nul Upon whicb a 
Thought entered my Head^ .whtch. I cona^mnniq^t^ 
ed to my Friend, and • we direAly approached him^. 
and feizing holdof'bot^ )(i| E«rs, wfafDhrwe)wrong.n 
very bacdjiAa^counierfeited hollow Te]ie,irepea|t«d ^' 
Barbara i cdastnt^ JarVj >/m9y.bar(tiipion^ I have-' 
been barbarous enough, God knows, and fear you ^ 
truly;* Oh! fpare me, fpare ihev.he replies ^ upon- 
which I repeat^ as miieh udntelKgibl^ Jargon as-^ 
I tould reeollad^ whicK abfolaoely^fihiftied his Pre- ^ 
pofleffionlthatcMtt weieb^l Spirits ; andv^ c6utd ' 
drre£rl^.t6 the enltte>0fi{ritcf»^f^*oiir^fi^dnhg F^*'* 
culty,^tbathb Fear operated in the flrongeft Man- * 
ner upon hint. • The Girl, durmg this, having rcco- ' 
\"eFed herfelf^^and hearing her leader's tremendous ^ 
Vopce>ij*d;i wi^ could iperceive, made Shift t^ drawl ' 
awa^i.folttot :th« wiYole Codft wm cUAt^fdt us^ / 
th^^^vefbivatedS(io^ring9i m theiRobm^ on ^v^y. ^ 
Side coQvidciAg, its alfo^.thal; every Piffehgerhad^ 
yiei^ to. the ■ leadei^ Sw%y ^ AUftpbiUs. Then; 
afGqdfpgjan. iinnatmail(VQtpe, Litvi^ked him^ Mt^ 
hv4^r^.an4to}d bilticiAlhisriiiai, dik,<i£«he did' not- 
fe^dth^two Highiii(it)9nien'awayidtfe£tly, rdtear ^ 
}om ito Piecei,. lan4;ftatter'bisl]Lin4>s in the Air: - 
. . I You... 
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You fetthemijConumied I, to pillage the two Gentle- 
men who (lipped in the Kitchen ; but, if the Scheme 
is purfuedy you will be betrayed and hanged on 
your ownSigmpoft; fo think well of what I' tell^ 
you, and d'^e hear, for the future don't fell Cyder 
for White-wine. As foon as he heard this, he 
fmik down, and we perceived he was terrified fo 
much, that be was bereft of his Scnfes ; inwhich^ 
Condition we left him to come to hinxfelf, and 
went direfUy to Bed, the Mormng-dawii: begin- 
ing to peep abroad, hugely delighted ' with our 
Manner of Revenge, and the comical Circumftan- 
CCS that were likely to attend it. It was ten o'clock 
before we arofe,.when3wedire£kIy adjourned to the 
IQtchen, where Mrs. Hojlefs was harai^uing three 
Gentlemen, we found; on the Subjedlof the lafl: 
Night's Adventures.. Here.,.. fays flie,.havel3een fad'. 
pbings ! well, for my Part, I (hall never be able to 
go to Bed in the Houfe again ! Poor Jock faw the. . 
Ncgralaft Night, and Peggy fawfuch an Apparitic n, 
lofbefure>.thatfhe is not able to ri/e after it. But 
this^is' nothing tt) my poor Hufband'; he heard a ' 
Knockiiigand 'calling in one of the Rooms in the 
long GaUery, ar he thought, which to be fiire was 
a Device of the Devil to draw him that W^y ; and 
there he was fet upon by two Monftcrs, vomiting 
out Ffre^ and" with Eyes like burning Coals,' who . 
have pinched- him black and blue, and fixed their 
Claws in him, and left him in a Fit, whichr for ' 

aught-. 
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Mght I know» would have killed hiin» had I not 
gone to fee what was become of him } and, fureljv 
he raves and talks fuch ftrange Stuffy that I fear 
me he has quite loft his Senfes ; and he fent for two* 
Gentlemen, who dined- in Number Four, and, tho' 
I was turned out o£ the Room, I heard as much as 
to fay. That he thought the Houfe was too dan- 
gerous for them toffay in,and, as they wereFriendf^ 
he advifed them to be gone, for hefaid a great deal 
about God and Religion to them,, and they mount* 
ed diredly, and are gonej I believe,, foe my Parfey. 
he might have fent them to fome Bijhcp^ for l^ 
caD*t get a Word out of him, and to be fare we 
muft take fome Care to lay the Spirits, or elfe our 
Hbufe will be ruined. I wifh. Dr. Zealot ^ you would 
go up and talk to him^ for I left him quite mad and 
diftraded, mayhap yoki can; fend. them, packing 
to the Rid'Sea for us f The. Gentlemen to whonv 
(he dlreSed this Uifcourfc were Mr. CuraUy., of ib9 
Village adjacent, a Surgeon of the fame Place, and* . 
the Excifeman of that Diftridl; and, by hearing 
them fpeak to each other by Name, we foon learnt 
that the Parfon^s Name was Zealot^ the SurgeonV 
Tali/many, and the Excifeman's Gage. The Par- 
fon, who was a little petulant Animal, fcrewing 
up his Mouth, and. elevating his wrinkled Brows, 
replied, with an Air of uncommon Gravity, that, . 
peradventure, he (hould go to fee him ; tho', add-*, 
ed be, he is fo finful. a Wretch^ never having rc*^ 

ceived. 
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•ceived the Communion, fince I fenred tbis Cure, 
that I can fcarceexcure myfelffor fuch a Proftitu^ 
tion of my facrcd Charadcr : However, what the 
Church can do, Madam, in Regard to you, (hall bis 
•done, and, were he haunted by Legim himfelf, Pd 
iirrret him out of your Quarters, I warrant you*: 
The Powers granted to. our Order are extenfive e~ 
«ough to fubjed Satan, and arN his united Imps to 
our undoubted Sway over the Reaflms of Dark* 
jiefs. No fooner this grave .Speech was uttered, 
^han TaHfman^ with a malicious and contemptuous 
jCrrin, fetzed him by one of the Buttons of his 
Waiftcoatj and broke out thus, accompanying his 
sRcply with repeated Tugs at4)is 'Button, the Par- 
Jon one whik hearkening to him, and ever -and 
anon his Eye bent upon that Part where 'he was 
fearful the Dodor would make a Diflocatiort 
jto his Prejudice: Sir^ Sir, your Pretenfions are 
all Farce and Nonfenfe ; the Powers given to the 
Apoftles to caft out Devils have been long fince 
ceafed in their .Succefibrs ; they are Proof, Sir, 
^ainft all your Exorcifms; the Knowledge of your 
Fufidion does Aot arrive to fuch a Pitch now-a* 
days, ril afTure you, as to attempt Things of that 
Nature. If^ Madam, your Houfe is haunted, or 
your Huiband bewitched, PU undertake to -free 
him of Ms Enchantment, which is not to be done 
in the old Road that has been long beaten to no 
Furpofe by the Piicfis. No> no, I fliall prefcribe 

him 
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him fomewhat to hang about bis Neck, aPrepara>- 

tion ot'Ele^rum MnuraU^ by which the great Vmi 

Jtiihmnt diflbl ved fiji many Sorceries ; adding there^ 

to the Fume of Salomon and EJioxar !Tce€s : Nay» 

iParaeelfus i& pretty clear, that if an bauated er poffd^ 

.fed Perfon were only to urine rtbro^ a^Birch Brootri, 

j;athered in the Momiog Dew, and bound up when 

S$l ]u& defcends 'below the Horifon, it would be 

'.efie£kual i but ^I have other Means Co itee your 

Houfe^ and, will undertake your Cuce . immediate^ 

ly i as to what thefe Oentl^^iDea iaUc of laying Spi^ 

fits, the y ■ Hefg, aUin. si Ragj?, he was in^ 

;lerrupted by Zealotj who roared but An a violent 
fanner, that he was an empty Pretender, and 
ihat all.tbat he hadi mentioned was cmene exploded 
'Chimera: What are your Pameeljliizni Vun Heh^ 
' mmt now, whofe whole Works^ may .be bought for 
Three-half»pence hy the Pound \ I thought Mr, 
Taltfman had read better Authors, and to better 
rPurpofe ; fure none hot himfelf could perufe fuch 
&ubbilh: ' I warrant you, you are iup'erftitious 
enough to believe in the Philofophcr's Stone tco^ 
and I dare engage never looked into Sir IJaac*% 
Principia in your Life, tho' he may }uftly be cal- 
led Princeps Phikf9pb$rum* Princips PbUofopborufn^ 
DoAor, replies Tatifman^ all in an Heat, Princes 
Rcgvrumy you -mean ; I teil you Newt9n was a 
Plagiary, and borrowed every Thing valuable froirt 

Old D^iddy Fkmfitad^ and made no little Ufeof 

« 

I thofe 


^oTe vcftygriat^Mcti y bulla ve tte Impudence to 
^befpatter fo. Highly diverted at this ludicrous 
>Scei]e oi^ Abfufdities, I was juft going to interfere 
'Vitfa a M&^rd of Enco«ragemient on the -Parfon^s 
:Sidc, Hvho tegttn to' bc-oat of Breathy in Order- to 
4e<p/Maite»9^e<i^en;-whiefi I twas'^p^eirented % 
:^^^, wfio, baiij^^g the' Ei^dof his Cane agi^inft 
the 'Pavement, after an hearty Draught of Ate 
cried, that he was fure ndther of them 'knew any 
Thing ^boUt what they wei^c taBcing'of, and,' as t(> 
'caffihg People Names, Jt Was nb^ArgiAnem he faid '; 
-f *r 4iis Part, he nevferhein-d anything ^bdd of Sit 
'IJkat*Newt9n^ aiW refpefled his Memory for having 
proved' the WorJd to be like an Egg,- tho*, by G-^-d^ 
-cohttnues he, if it is,- it is a» addled one : Witnefe 
the two great Men- that *are now difputbg about 
nothings focv^d — rn^me, if I believe Xhere is either 
©evil or Apparition in the Worlds and I am fure 
it is only Prieftcraft and Imagination. This florid 
and' ^it'ty Speech was Tucceeded by an Horfe 
L^ugh of fome "Moments, in the Conclufion of 
'wtech a mtfehievous Animal commonly y*clepcd 
a Cat, who fat upon the DrelTer at the Back of our 
Orator, 'having perceived the airy Motion of the 
Ribbon that hung to the Tail of his Wig, which 
was vibrated to and fro, according to the different 
Inflexions of his Oration, Tuddcnly jumped from 
hct watchfal Station, and atone Spring dexteroufly 
^cf rived *hts Pate of its artificial Covermg, and at 
... . the 
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4he fame Time imprinted three or four £inguiilc 
Marks in the Back of his Neck with her Talons:: , 
He clapped his Hand behind him at the fiift Mo^ 
4ion (he made, and feeling fomewhsitftaggy,.whilft 
,at the fame Time the Landlady gave a .gresct 
Shriek at die . Danger her Guoftjwas iii,.with.« 
j-emarkable Alter^ttoA of Countenan):(^»'be ran out 
^ the Kitchen, muttering fome Exclamations b^ 
,the Way, which every: t^ne Judged were theRediU 
^ a Fright I and truly frightened he was, for, whe^ 
Xher his late Difcourfe, or the j>refent Charader of 
theHoufe, had increaied his .natural Pr^poflcfiiorw 
or no, he never ftopped. nor ftaidtiU he got to the 
Village, whence .a Meilenger foon^^rr^ved for , Mr* 
!7^/^RM»tot>leed him, whiich tevpiinated the moft 
learned Difpnt& between him .apd the Parfon.: 

PartttrhM Montis^ nofcitur ridiculus Mm t 

^We now went to Breakfail; which finilbed, and 
having underftood by our Hoflefs'a ibrmer Dif- 
-courfe, that the two Rogues had probably been 
frightened from their Defign, we mounted, and 
/et forward on our Journey^ full of Reflexions 
.u4K>n the odd Humours^ and habitual V^lainy, of 
the common Sort of People ; the unaccountable 
and unconne&ed Difcourfe we had heard i and the 
Succefs that we had 4iad, in terrifying a Parcel of 
credulous Fools, and, thro* their Means, of fpread*. 
ing unheard-of Wonders tW all Parts of the 

Country, 
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Coantry, where the Devil prefides under fo many 
various fatitafiic Forms. 

' The Remaifider of our Journey produced nothing 
reroarkaUe; my Friend'*s Thoughts were generally 
employed in Contemplations of his future Hap- 
pinefs, in the propofed Pofleffion of tlie'charn^ng 
Mifs B^llair^ and I here firft obferved the pro- 
digious Alterations Love produtes in an amorous 
Mind : Such a Peribn Aajl be totally abfent to 
every other Concern, 1>ut that of his AWeQian y,/ 
the ObjeA of which, perpetually fwimming before 
bis Fancy, renders every Thing dfe diftafte- 
ful and abfurd ; fo forceably does his Imagination 
work, that, by a confiant Anticipation of what he 
wilhes for, he enjoys every Minute^ in Idea, &e 
happy Occurrences of Years to come $ be converfes 
with the Mifirefs of his Fancy ; and fo ftrong is 
Che Inchantment, that he accufes his Friend for 
Want of Refped, if he impertinently breaks in upon 
his Meditations: Whenever I did fo upon Mr, 
Diapir\ it was cenfured in fo peevilhly fretful a 
Strain, that I had only one Remedy to regain his 
Smiles ; which was, by making myfelf a Kind of 
Companion in his imaginary Tranfports, and 
fuppofing myfelf prefent at fome ifuture Incident, 
big with Blifs and Rapture, which never failed 
anfwering my End. 

As foon as I difoovered the native Seats of Peace 
and Innocence, which I had been fo long abfent 

Vox. I. I . . from> 
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from, my Joy broke forth in a thouland ttiimA^ 
tuous Expreffions of that Satisfa£tion, thatfovi^ 
fibly agitated my Countenance : My Friend took 
his Share in my Pleafures s one of the grealicft 
of vhich was the Tboughn of the Joy I flbottl^ 
give my Father and Mother, by feeing us ; and» 
to increafe that Joy, we had forborne to write 
an Account of the precife Time we intended to 
fet out at^ for Tttrl^rey fo that our Arrival would 
be quite unedcpe£bd'; and tfaevefere we left our 
Horffis at a Farmer's, about a Mile from my Fa- 
ther's, where I was rccognifcd with great Joy, 
and fet out on Foot for his Houfe* We arrived 
juft as the. Family were fitting down- to Dinner : 
lAx.Diaperj who entered firft^ afid whofe Face my 
Father and Mother did not eafiiy recolle6l, Imme^ 
diatdy pwfbntcd meto^my Mothferv who, the Mi*' 
autel had fixed my Eyjes upon hw, only cried 
out, Dior Joi! and was^ quite overcome with the 
Sufprife ; I took her in my iVrms, and, beting 
P^don for my Rafilnefs,. our loteiohange of Ca* 
reiTes was too'ttender anddeUcate tb be deferibed* 
My. Father joined us» and^ bleffing us both, wat 
every Moment flraining us in his Embraces-; 
the Servants' wept* for Joy 5 the whole Houft 
ecchoed forth our mutual Congtatulations ; the 
Neighbourhood caught the enlivening Ihfeftlon ; 
and* Crouds of Vifitantfe welcomed us into the 
Goxmtryv Mr. Solfar particularly diitinguiihing 
3 Umfelfj 
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himfelf, fet the Bells to Ringing ; and my dear Pa- 
r jnts, willing to make it a Kind of Jubilee, opened 
C leir Houfe to all the Parilh ; ^nd there appeared 
no End to the Endearments we experienced on e* 
very Side- 

The next Morning after our Arrival, Mr. Sharp* 
ley and Mr. Archer^ who were both acquainted the 
Evening before with my Return, vifited us ; and 
the Sight of them revived all the Love I ftill conti^* 
nued to bear to their Sons. 


CHAP. XIX. 

He gives bis Father an Account of his Mafter^s 
Goodnefs. — Is pardoned bis late Follies.--^ 
Receives a Prejent from bis Mother. -^^ he 
Author's Per/on defaribed.—Viftts Sir Wal- 
ter Rich.— -H/V Reception there.— Char alter 
^M/5LouifaRich. — Mr. t)iaper receives 
a Letter^ which occajions his Departure. 

TH E firft Opportunity I could obtain, I begged 
the Favour of my Father to indulge me with 
a few Words in Private, which he immediately 
complied with ; and, taking me into his Study, 
with the utmoft Tendernefs, inquired if I had any 
particular Requeft to make him? If I had, my 
Behaviour bad been fo agreeable to him, that I 

I 2 might 
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, might be Aire of its being granted, the Minute I 
mentioned it. So indulgent a Preface almoft dif- 
concerted me ii^ my intended Difeourfey and for 
fome Time I remained almofi motionlefs, with my 
Eyes fixed on the Ground : He took me in his 
Arms, and, with a warm Pieflure, told me he 
feared I was not well, or that fomewhat oppreffid 
my Mind, which he conjured me to let him know : 
Look upon me, my Dear, fays this beft of Men^ 
in the Light of a Bofom Friend $ and let diat take 
off fomewhat of that Awe that may be infpired by 
the Prefence of a, Father. I grafped his Hand, and, 
after* fome further Paufe, made him acquainted 
with the numerous Follies I had been guilty of; 
fincerely relating all my unfortunate Miihaps, 
and concealing only fuch Particulars as would 
have been offenfive to the Pucity of hi^ £ar« ; his 
Aftoniihment was fo great, that I had the Oppor- 
tunity to proceed, without Interruption, to enu« 
merate the generous Behaviour of my good Mafter, 
and my Friend, in fuch Terms as the Warmth of 
my grateful Heart infpired ; the Circumflance of 
his having undertaken to pay my Debts, and every 
Thing that I thought I could not difpenfe with my- 
felfin concealing from him ; concluding with fuch 
Obfervations as naturally might arife from a View 
of my Mifcondu£l. When I had finiOied, I per- 
ceived he was ftrangely affe£led; and, defiring me 
to ftay there till his Return, be left me in a Situation 

between 
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between Grief at having difcompofed him, and Joy^ 
that I had got rtd of the Load of Concealments, 
which opprefied me. I had not remained a Quarter 
of an Hour, when he returned, and,, witli a Smile 
of Complacency, put me out of ifiy.Pain, by tell* 
i»g me, that, tho' the Hearing of my Mifcondu£l 
had given him great Diforder, yet, as my Repentance 
(eemed fo (incere, and my Reflexions fo juft, and 
that a mere Principle of Jufiice to him, and Gra^ 
titude to my Mafter, had moved me to this Dif- 
covcry, he could not excufe himielf from forgiving 
me: Come then, my Son, come to my Arms! 
and let me not be behind in the Race with this ex- 
cellent Friend and Mafter : I ihall return him n\y 
Acknowledgments in a Letter To-morrow, and 
win remit him the Sum he fo generoufly intended 
to beftow on you : You make me Amends, my 
Dear, for the Trouble youJiave given me,, and the 
Expence yoov have occafioned me^^ by joining mcy 
in the Lift of your Benefa£tor8,> with him ^ and 
may the Almight)^ whofe Goodnefs is fo manifeft, 
in your Reftoration to Virtue and Religion, enable 
yoa». by his gracious Affiftance, to perfevere in a 
Courfe of fuch Adions as are mod agreeable to 
his Will,, and moft conducive to your prefent and 
eternal Happinefs. Let us fay no more then of 
Faults, I am refolved for ever to forget yoii waa 
guilty of, and rejoin our Friends, who expeA us i 
and fo'faying, without allowing me further Time 

Is for 
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for Acknowledgment, than juft to kifs his Handy 
which I wet with my Tears, he left me to com- 
pofc myfclf. Before I could well get out of the 
Room, I heard my Mother juft entering ; upon 
which I reached from a Shelf, haftily, a Volume 
of Row/s Plays, and dipped into that Scene of 
Tamerlanij where Monefes is ftranglcd, and fcemed 
reading, to hide my Difcompofure, which, upon her 
Enquiry, I attributed to my Concern for Arpafia, 
This ferved my Turn, and my Mother, who now 
firft had me in Private, quite overcame me with 
her Endearments, which I returned with an in- 
effable Satisfaction. Nothing codld equal her Ten- 
dernefs for me, which (he gave a Loofe to, and 
even {hed> a Flood of Tears of Gladnefs, on the 
Occafion of feeing me again 5 which, I too ten- 
derly loved her, not to incrcafe with mine : 'Twas 
then this lovely Mother put into my Hands X 
Purfe with an hundred Guineas, which ihe had 
referved, (he faid, as a Prefer.t for me, the firfl; 
Time (he few me in the Country ; and without 
giving me Time to thank her, enquired if I had 
parted with the Ring which was given me by 
Mifs /2/VA, on Occafion of my faving her from 
the Fire ? I felt fome Emotion at the Mention of 
that Lady, and told her, blufhingly, that it was 
ftill, and had ever been fince, upon my Finger. 
She advifed me to wait upon Sir Walter and his 
Daughter, who bad both exprefTed a great Regard 

for 
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tm me fcveral Timet, fince 1117 Abode in. LmJon : 
Nay, continues flie, Mtft hasbeen almoftmycon- 
fbmt Companion, ever fince her Father removed 
to the new Houfe he has built in the Neighbour- 
hood ; and I have conceived a very great Afleflion 
for her, fecond to none but that I bear to thee, 
my Dear. Our further Difcourfe was interrupted 
by Mr. DiapiTj who came to fiimmon us to a 
Game at Cards; and, taking my Mother about the 
Neck, toid her he would forgive her any Thing 
but keeping his Friend from him ; and fo, to pa* 
niih you, Manfma, I've refolved to fit oppofite to 
}'ou at a: Game at Whifl-, where Dl ufe you moft 
unmercifully. We then all tb^ree adjourned into 
the Parlour^ where we found my Father, with our 
two Friends ; and it being my Chance, with Mr. 
Ardar^ to ftand out, and not being much indin^ 
lo Cards, I refelved^ even then, to wait upon Sir 
IFitdtn* My Mother's Difcourfe had raifed a Kind 
^f longing Defire in me to fee Mifs Lovifa^ which 
I did not trouble myfelf to account for ; but flat* 
tered myfelf, 'twas only from the View my Mo* 
tber had given roe of her Acquirements, atid thoft 
increafed PerfeAions ibe had attained, fince I had 
feen her. From the fame Motives, I dreflled 
inyfelf with more Care than ordinary ; and, im- 
parting my Defign to Mr. Archer^ he told me 
he'd accompany me, in a Vifit to his old Friend^ 
bour Way wedifcourfed over the Hiftory of my- 

L 4^ felf. 


176 Tbi Life and Adventures 

ielf, and his Son, and my Friend Sbarpley, whonr 
we each exprefled the fame longing Defire to fee': 
Mr. Archer wiflied^ in a very kind Manner, that hi» 
Son might be improved as much as I was, when he 
returned Home, and pafled many Compliments 
on my Perfon and Appearance, telling me jocofely^ 
that he'd fend circular Orders to di the Fathers 
in the JVift-Riiingy to keep their Daughters up til) 
I went again to London. This Difcourfe, and our 
intended Vifit to Mifs Rich^ firft occafioned me 
to beftow one Confideration upon my Peribn ; but 
an irrefiftible Inclination to pleafe,. where I was 
going, gave me no little Satisfafiion in Mr. Ar- 
chirks Opinion of me. My Stature was certainly 
of the mod commanding Sort, and my every Mo- 
tion difcovered a Strength and Firmnefs in my 
Joints, that indicated me no puny Defcendant of 
my Father; my Complexion was fair, accom- 
panied with a Ruddinefs in my Cheeks, that was 
fet ofF l^ dark Hair, which flowed over my 
Shoulders, defcending in Ringlets, from the Con* ^ 
finementof a Ribbon,, which tied it behind: A 
good-natured Softnefs in my Features gave me 
a Place in a Pcrfon's Favour, almoft the Minute I 
appeared, which 1 often experienced very much 
to my Advantage \ add, to all this^ an agreeable, 
modifh Drefs ; and I was no ineonfiderable Figure 
in a Country Village, as the Cuftom of our Trade 
allowed us alfo Lace upon our Hats and Waift* 

coats. 
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coats. Wc got, in a little more than balfan Hour, 
to Sir Wlahir*% new Scat, which partook of all 
the concurrent Advantages of Air, Water, and Si- 
tuation. A Walt of Elms led up to the Houfe, 
which was built in the modern Tafte, and feemed 
to belpcak a very good Fancy in the Architea ; 
every Thing had an Air of rural Simplicity ; and 
this Villa was not loaded with fuch Ornaments as 
ferve, indeed, to dignify a Palace in Town, but 
are highly abfurd in a ruftic Manfion, which feems 
peculiarly intended to footh the Toils of Bufinefi 
to inrpire Health and Vigour,, and Eafe to the 
Mind, and (hould principally be formed to fet off 
the Beauties of Nature, without furfeidng her too 
much with the affeded Touches of Art. In ihortj 
Sir fFalteic feemed to have been infpired with a 
Beam from that Genius, which has fo beautifully 
appeared in the magnificent, yetv plain and fimpfe 
Retreats, of a Beyle^ or a TempU. 

We had hardly advanced half Way up the Walk, 
when we were met by. Sic fFalt$r himfelf, his Net 
phew, and his amiable Daughter. As Sir fFaltir 
had heard of my Arrival,.he was at no Lofs to 
guefs who I was ; and therefore j tho' he vovred ^ 
he (hould not have known me elie, he hugged and ^ 
kifled me, and protefled he was as glad to fee me 
as if I had been hisown Son. I returned my Com-- 
pliments to him, in the politeft Terms I was ca- 
p^eof, asaUb tothofeof his Nephew, who, I 

I 5; couU' 
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cottU perceive, was much the fame as I had left 
him ; and, like»many narrow fouled Wretches, 
feemcd to grudge me the Carefies I received* 
Whilft they were giving a Welcome to Mr, j/r- 
ihsTj I faluted Mifs L$uifa^ and could fee her 
Colour come and go at this Interview; and indeed 
I found her fo, paft all Defcription, improved in 
her Perfon, that I loft at once all my AiTurance, 
which was converted into a timid Awe, and a 
Reverence that made my Addrefs little left than 
the Stile of Adoration. Never fure did raptur- 
ed Fancy rove over fuch a Profufion of Charms 
and Graces, as at this Inftant accofled my View f 
Imagination, in her moft wanton Career, could 
not picture fo much real Excellence f Mifs Louija 
was of the middle Stature ; her Bofom juft betrayed 
her Sex ; and her Shape was too exquifite to be de* 
fcribed in other Words, than thofe of Pri$r : 

Fine by Digruty and beaut i/ttify Itfs : 

Her lovely Neck was (haded with dark brown 
Hair, which in fportful Ringlets played in the 
Breefe 5 her Face, whofc Features were quite re- 
gular, was overlooked by the fineft Pair of Eyes,, 
fure, that ever kindled Love, of the exaft Colour 
of her Hair : An Habit of penfive Though tfulnefs, 
•which was conftitutional in her, had fpread 9n in- 
imitable Languor and Softn^fs through her whole 
Form, that melted the very Soul y but, when (he 
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faiiled. Ten thourand reviving namekfi Beauties 
difcovered tbemfelves^ and the Milk-white Ivory 
Teeth and the laughing^ joyous Dimple that then 
appeared^ at the Extremity of her pretty Moutb,^ 
had an Efied that can only br felt^- and ia^ too -Ae* 
licate for Defcripticn^ Her Hand was fmaller than 
ufual) eveli in Women of her Size ; and the l^tle 
Foot, which was all her Modcfty of Temper 
would fufller her to difcover, when it peeped out 
ftom its Confinement, feemod even too ibxaU to 
Aipport the Miftrefe of it. A mafeftic Dignity of 
Afped flowing from a Confciou{he& of innate In- 
nocence and Virtue, was the Attendant of all her 
Anions; but, in which, the leaflTinSuie of Af- 
fe£bidon or Pride was not perceivable, and indeed 
was abfbluteiy contradidlory to her Nature. Soch 
was this delightful Fair-one, and no Wonder then, if 
all my Faculties were abforbed in Admiration ! Oh 1 
bave we heard the tbrilKng Note$ breathed in the 
ifrfpiring Airs, the gentle Cadences of the inimi^ 
table Handel J Such was her Voice, whofe meIodi<» 
ous Accents dtfFofed around mutterabJe Gladnefs ; 
nor tuneful PhihmePn was half fb fwcet, wbo^ 
moft mufical'i m$Jl melancbofy^ chaunts her Griefs to 
the refponiive Groves; or the towering Lark\ who 
cheer's the Morn, when ikv daffitd Dawn d^tb 
rifi! 

'■ I vtras foon wftkeoed from the Conftcfflfplation of 
thefe Graces^ by the Interruption of Sir JVaker 
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and Mr. Archer^ who approached us, juft as Mifr 
was returning my Complifnents, with Congratula- 
tions on my fafe Arrival in the Country, in Aich a 
Manner as conveyed an Idea of her receiving great 
PleafUre from the Vifi€. Well, my Boy, faya her 
Father, what doft think of Lvcfy don't ihe appear 
worth fa ving from-Burning, you Rogue, you? God 
Zounds, I wifli thou hadft an Eftate for her Sake,, 
or that that Younger ^ pointing to hi» Nephew, who 
was at fomc Diftance, would acquire thy Merit, for 
whom I intend hcr^ if he behaves well ; for I think 
a-fine Woman, as well as a fine Eftate, ought to be 
entailed upon the Family flae proceeds from. This 
abrupt Difcourfc of the honcft Baronet kindled 
BJuftcs in his Daughter's Face, and, fearing the 
farther Pain the Continuance might give her, Mr. 
Jrcher propofcd to go and fee the Houfe, which I 
bad never been in. A<:cording!y, giving the Lady 
my Hand, which Ihe accepted with a Look of ex- 
tremc Kindnefe and Condefcenfion, we followed 
her Father, and were introduced to the Manfion, 
whofe Infidc befpokc the Opulence of the Poflef- 
for, in all the varied Furniture and Ornaments 
that are the Produft of Wealth, and a. generous 
Ufc of it. As it was Evening before we arrived, 
this fir ft Vifit was but fliort, and we parted, after 
Invitations to fee him every Day, the Knight Ict- 
tiilg me know, he'-d never forgive me if I did not 
take an Hunt with him, and make his Houfe my 
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Home, almoft, whilft I continued in the Country ; 
adding, which was indeed a greater Inducement to 
me than all the reft, I warrant you, Mifs^ Lu£y here 
will find foroc Way or other to entertain her Prc^ 
fcrver ; to which fbe gave an Inclination of Affent, 
and in the moft agreeable Manner imaginable in* 
forced her Father's Invitation. As we returned 
homewards, Mr. Jrcber obferved, that I was quite 
buried ia Thought, and laughingly afked me, if 
I. had left my Heart behind me ? Ah ! fays be, 
more ferioufly, I wilh, my dear Thompfin^ thou- 
hadft the Pofleffion of that worthy Creature, who 
is doomed to the Embraces of that Clodpate we fa w 
yonder,, and perhaps will be made miferable by it. 
On our Arrival at Home, we were chid for our 
Elopement, till' we difcovered where we had been^ 
and I obferved my Friend Diaper to look more 
than, ordinary, melancholy; upon which, being 
fearful he was not well, I afked bioi to take a 
Walk that fine Moon-fliine Evening, which he was 
pleafed with the Opportunity of doing, and, when we 
were alone, pulled out a Letter, which he faid he had 
received by an Exprefs, fince I went out, adding^ 
with a Sigh, there yoawill find the Caufe of my 
Uneafinefs. — I muft be gone To-morrow. I haftily 
opened it with, great Trepidation, and found it as 
fidlows-:: 

DEAR 


s82 ^Be Life Md Advefitvreft 

Dear Sir, 

I Take this firft Opportunity of paying my Re* 
fpcQs to you, fincc the Plearure your Company 
afibr^ied us ; and am the more ready to do it, as F 
believe your Regard to a certain yotrng Lady wiU*^ 
decennine you to let us fee you as foon as pofBblea- 
gain. Poor Mifs Sukiy has had a violent Attack of ar- 
Fever, which has at Times even rendered her deliri- 
ous \ and, tho' it has fpent its banefol Fury, and fhe ir 
fomewhat recovered, it has left a Weaknefs behtml 
it, that almoft renders her an ObJe^ofCompaffion^. 
and,forIwillnotconcealanyThingfromyou, I fear 
your Abfence preys upon her Spirits as mtich as th^ 
Diften|fperbas<}one upon her Body : You are too ge-~ 
Beious to efieeifi a Woman of Merk the lefs for mak« 
ing no Secret of her Regard lo you, as my Sifter'** 
Education and 1>t^(kion intirely render her >n* 
capable either of Afledation or DtfSmuIatipn* In 
fliort, dear Diaper^ a Word to the Wife is enough^-, 
and, if you take a Tour over here, I am fure it fv41l 
contribute greatly to remove the poor Girl's Indff^ 
fjofition i and you are too mueb the Man- of Ho^ 
nour to ftand out, when you have ftieh a Summons 
to fuf render yourfdf at the head Q^rarters of your 
Heart. I muft defire my fmcere Re<pe6h to tnf- 
Friend Thompfon^ but will not be fo cruel to infill* 
upon his bearing you Company, as it will remove - 
\m^ fo foon from his Relations, tho' I long to fee * 
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him; but, if he ihould oppofe your leaving hinv, 
aflure him, PU return you again to him in a Week 
at fartheft. Mrs. Billair fends her Compliments- 
to you both. 

J am 

Y^wrfinan Frimdj 
And bumbU Servant ^ 

A. BfLLAIRT* 

jP. S, Be it remembered, that this Tour excu-^ 
fcs neither of you from your Promife of fpending 
fonie Days with us, in your Return to London^ 
Take no Notice, when you fee my Sifter^ of this 
Letter, and your Coming will be a greater Com* 
pliment to her. 

I could not oppofe my Friend*s Defire to be- 
gone, and he was fo impatient for the Morning, 
that Sleep never entered his Eyes the whole Night. 
I undertook to apologife for his Abfence to my 
Father and Mother, who were not ftirring when 
be fet out ; fo, writing by him an handfome Letter* 
to Mr. Billair f I rode with him fome Miles, and 
then left him to purfue his Journey, and returned* 
Home. 
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CHAP. XX. 

He is enamoured with Mifs Louifa.— -G?;^!^ 
bates with bis Pajfion. — Refohes to conquer 
it. — Mr. Diapcf'j Advice overcomes bis 
Refolution. — Sir Walter fetcbes tbem to bis 
Uoufe. 

I Soon fatisfied my Father and Mother in -Mr, 
Diappr^s Abfence, and now found a great and 
fudden Alteration in myfelf; Converration, . even 
with thofe beloved Perfons, became dull and- in- 
fipid i I fought out Solitudes^ and was never more 
uneafy than when difiurbed in them ; whole Day^ 
together, in this Abfence of my Friend, I fpent in 
unfrequent Walks» where I might be at Liberty 
to indulge my Contemplations : Alas ! I had re«- 
ceived arv- Inmate fnto my Boforo, that rendered 
me perpetually refilefs and uneafy: WJienever I 
waited ufonMikRicby liCame away> ftill more 
full of the iafinualing Infefiion, whkh bore down 
all the Powers of Kealbn, whkfa in^ vain I called 
to my Affifiance^. before Jt. I. was even fearful of 
feeing her, apprehenfive the tumultuous MotioiM 
of my Soul might get the better of my Difcretion ; 
nothing pleafed me but thinking or talking of that 
dear Creature^ a Flood of tender Sentiments foften- 
ed my'Sreaft, and fometimes even melted me into 
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Tears : Too furely I found Love had fixed his Em- 
pire in my Heart, where he triumphed with more 
than tyrannic Sway : Such a Pcogrefs had a few 
Days made, that I hardl'y could attend a Moment 
to any Thing but the Didates of this new Paffion ;: 
but yet it was a holy and pure Refped, not ming* 
led with the difordered Ravings of Luft I had fa 
often experienced: No, it took Rife from a Know-^ 
ledge of the Virtue, the Merit, the amiable Good-^ 
nefs of the Objefl, which even Reafon told me was 
the moft praife-worthy and deferving I had ever 
feen or converfed with* I longed, methought, ta 
make fuch Chafms of Beauty, Wit, and Truth my^ 
own; and here J was juflified, thus far I could 
greatly excufe myfelf; but when I confidered, on 
the other Hand, the great Difparity of our Condi* 
tions and Fortunes, the Ingratitude I fhould be 
guilty of to her Father, who loved me, and had 
informed me of bis Defignation of her to another, 
and that fuch a Woman would be Reward fufficient 
even for an whole Life of Pains, and Care, and In- 
duftry in the ProfeflBuon I was deftined to, I ficken- 
ed at the ProfpeA of the Miferies I was bringing 
upon myfelf, and upon this ObjeS 6f my Wiihes, 
were fhe favourable to- me; which however I bad- 
no Reafon to believe (he would, from the Know- 
ledgie I had of her Prudence, and the Duty and 
conftant Regard (he paid to her Father ; tho' on all 
Occaftons (he had treated me with a Diftin£tion 

favouring. 
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fi^vouring fomewhat of the Regard due to a BrO'>^ 
tber» which was a Title ffae always gave me, as 
ihe called my Mother her's, and was even what 
Sir ff^alier himfdf had heard her with Pleafure re- 
peat. She took Notice, and feemed pleafed with 

^ the Value I fet upon the dew Ring (he haid given 
ine fo many Years ago, and (hewed a great Fond- 
nefs for my Conxpany, and a thorough Deteftation 
of the Brute, her Coufin, which (he could not for- 
bear even to impart to me when we were alone. 
At her Harpfichord, (he took Delight in ail the foft-- 
eft t^ndereft Airs, and, as I was mighty fond of 
Hearing her, would be ever obliging me, ofteii> 
requefting me to accompany her with my Voice». 
V^hich was tolerable good, or the German Flute»> 
She would often, in feeming Compliment to me». 
praife the Life of a Citizen, enumerate what fhe 
bad heard of the fudden Fortunes many* of thewt 
bad made, and the great Families they had alHed 
tbemfelves to. Another difcour aging Circumftance 
vas my Condition of a Servant at prefent, and t 
often curfed my Fate, that had given me a fuf- 

> ceptible Heart, great and capacious ; but had de« 
nied me a Situation, and the Goods of Fortune, to 
indulge its laudable Defires. My F:amily indeed 
was one of the bcft in the Country, but Sir fVaber*% 
]pl(late, which was very great, and hisThle, threw 
t Damp upon that Thought : I could expeA at 
moft, from the Parfunony and Pofitifionsof my Fa- 
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ther, a few Tht>ufand Pounds, which might enable 
me to begin the World with Advantage; on the 
contrary, her Fortune, independent of her Father^ 
was 12,000/. which had been lefc her by an 
Uncle, and, as.hcr Father fliewed no Inclination to 
Marriage, it was very probable his whole Eftate 
would defcend to her and her Iflue. In fine, every 
Thing ferved to difcourage any Attempts I might 
make that Way^ and, after repeated and moft cruel 
Struggles, I came to a firm Refolution to fiifle my 
Flame, and to endeavour to cure it by Abfence ^ 
but no one, who has not been in the fame dreadful 
Circumflances, can imagine the horrid ConfliA I 
had to go thro', and the Pra£lice of this Refolution 
coft me more Pain than if my Bowels bad been torn 
out by the Hands of an Executioner. I then re- 
curred to Books, and the Converfation of m; 
Friends; but that would not do. I took the Tour 
of the neighbouring Villages, and vifited the whole 
Parifh, who adored me for my Fathcr^s Sake 5 but 
here every Step I went, every Houfe I entered^ 
prefented fomewfaat that brought my charming 
Louifa to Mind; every Family was full of her 
Praifes, and loftances of her Kindnefs and Bene-^ 
volence; the Poor were cloathed by her, the 
Hungry fed, and fure (b m^ny Marks of the Good^ 
nefs. Piety, and Charity of a young Lady never 
abounded any where before : This I found had been 
her aod my Mother's conflant Employment 

of 
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of .every vacant Hoiir^ and Bleffings aiid Prayer^ 
for her Welfare were heard on every Side* Inow^ 
became a Votary to the Chace, and other Country 
Sports I but here I was fo often thrown into the 
Way of Sir fFalur and his Kinfmao, that I could 
bear it no longer ; the one always forcing me Home 
with him, where I was fure to fee the Gaufeof mf^ 
Piflrefs; and the other being quite obnoxious to 
my Sights from the Idea I had of bis enfuing Hap^ 
pinefs : And, on his Part, regarding the Favours V 
received as fo many Infults upon himfelf, and as 
low Minds are eafily infpired with S^ifpidons, he 
thought be iaw fomewhat more than ordinary be-^ 
t ween Mtfs Lcuifa and my felf, which in an invidious 
Way he infinuated frequently to bis Uncle, who only 
laughed at him, and called him Fool for his Pains f 
You Blockhead) would he often iay, you have n<^ 
Worth yourielfy and are jealous of every body that 
has J Zounds;, it's Time enough to confine her to 
your Company and Humours, when (he is married 
to thee. In this impartial Manner could Sir fTaU 
/^r judge, and yet wa» determined to facrifice his 
Daughter to tl Wretch he defpifed. Upon my 
i^riend's Return,, who had quite by his Prefence 
chaced away. Mifs BiUair\ Diforder, and was more 
and more inamoured with that lovely Woman, I 
propofed to my Father, that we Ihould accept of an 
Invication made us by Mr. Arch$r and Mr. Sharps 
&/, ta fpend a WeeLor two at their Houfe$ i which 

he 
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lie Keadily complied with, and accompanied us 
himfelf there for a few Days : Here, I thought i 
bid fair for Eafe, in their Converfation, and the 
Amufemeats they had provided us; but, alas! 
'^twas Flying from myfelf ; and I grew fa vifiUy 
altered^ that a Man of lefs Difcernment than 
Mr. Diaper would have fufpeSed the Caufe. He 
bad often feen Mifs Ricb^ and was full of her 
Praifes i and, by obferving my Behaviour in her 
Company, had formed a near Guefs at my Dif-« 
order; fo that he ieemed not at aU furprifed, 
when I opened my Situation to him; But guefs 
my Amaze, when, infiead of aiEfling me to con- 
quer my Paffion, he fpoke to the following £f« 
fcQ, : Dear Friend, I am lorry you make yourfelf 
(b uneafy ; confider. Sir fFabir is doing a Work 
that God aod Nature muft equally difapprove, and 
a Work that is as abfurd to attempt, as to reconcile 
Antipathies: No, no, 'I would affift you in any 
Thing to relieve that worthy young Lady from 
the impending Ruin that awaits her, in the pro* 
pofed Match wiib that Wretch her Father feems 
determined to give her to; and as to you, my 
dear Joey^ in my Eye, you are an equal Match 
for her, or any other Woman, ril propofe to my 
Father, as foon as we return, to take you into 
Partnerfliip ; and in a few Years Sir Walter will 
not blu(h at an Alliance with you ; I'm fure if he 
does, (he has a Fortune independent of him ; and 

I don't 
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t don't think we are bound to obey our Parent?^ 
in what would not only end in our Unhappinefsy 
but be one of the greateft Crimes we could com« 
mit, an Offence agatnft Heaven itfelf : Endeavour 
then, by all lawful Means, to gain her Affe^on s 
mndy as to the Time you have to ferve, I know my 
Father's Regard to you To well, that it need give 
you no Manner of Uneafinefs. How eafily are 
we reafoned into our Wi(hes, and brought to fol- 
low^ our Inclinations ! but the Kindnefs, the Friend<» 
(hip, of this dear Youth, brought Tears into my 
Eyes, and I remained in his Arms fome Minutes 
without Speaking, his Generofity had fo affe^ed 
me: When I recoveM, my Acknowledgments 
were extreme ; attd I could have no ObjeAion to 
what he faid, fo exadly his Advice tallied with my 
Defires. I returned to my ufual Tranquillity, and . 
was now a^ eager to return Home, as I had been 
before to come away from thence. 

I was in this State of Mind, when one Morn** 
ing Sir lValt$r came hallooing at Mr. Archer*^ 
Door; and, difmounting, came up to our Bed* 
chamber, where we had juft begun to drefs our« 
felves : Lads, Lads, we can do no longer without 
you at Home ; my Daughter obliges me to give 
a Ball To-night, to the neighbouring good People, 
in order to have both your Companies ; fo make no 
Words, but mount, and away with me direflly ; 
mayhap we may fiart Game as we return, which 

we'll 
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wc*U carry Home as Part of our Dinner/ Wie 
made m> Reply ; and he went on, in his merry Way^ 
till we were ready to go, when^ taking Leave of 
our gdod* f^ri«nd$, who premifed to be with us in 
« Day or two, we kxle after Sr fVaker^ who was 
iieartily* vexed we could meet with nothing in our 
Way to his Houfe v^orth killing; where we arrived 
about Noort, after a very pleafant Ride, in which 
we entertained him with various Relations of Town 
Adventures, at which he lifted up his Eyes, and 
was fi^Ci he faid^ London was the Devil. 


CHAP. xxr. 

yivy are received wilh great Pleafure by Mtfi 
Louifa. — He dances with her at the Ball.— ^ 
An Aaidmt difcovers bis j^eSiion to her* 
-^The Reception it meets with. — He is af- 
faulted and wounded^ ky fotne Perfons un- 
known.-^arried to Sir Walter' j. — D/w 
^refs of Mifs Louifa, on the Occafton.-^ 
She declares her Love for him. 

&1'R TValier WoUld not permit us to go Home 
tolbift ourLinnenj but lent us a Servant to 
fend for frefti Cloaths from my Father's 5 and, at 
the fame Time, to invite him, and my Mother, 
to his Daughter's Evening Entertainment. When 

wc 
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we were drefled, he introduced qs to that young 

Lady» who was habited m a white DamalkSacque^ 

which Howed loofely about her, with an Air of 

beautiful Negligence ; and (he was lb brightly be<- 

f^angled with Jewels, in her Stomacher and otker 

Parts of her Apparel, that I never beheld a more 

fumptuous Sight; but her Ornaments borrowed 

Luftre from her, inftead of increafing her Charms, 

and ferved only as fo many Foils to fet off her 

blooming Graces. After the ufnal Compliments, 

file joined with her Father in rallying me, for ab- 

fenting myfelf from their Houfe; which drew a Sigh 

from me, which it was not in my Power to ftipprefs, 

and which I found fhe perceived, and innocently 

aflced me if I had not been well ; which I anfwered, 

•n afiuring her, that nothing but a certsun rndan* 

choly Diforder, that for fomc time had opprefled 

sie^ would have detained me from the only Con- 

verfation that I delighted in. Skc feemed to be 

concerned at what I faid, and was going to reply, 

v/iken Dinner was ferved up, and we fat down to 

Table. Amongft other Di(hes, was a Chicken Pye, 

which, (ays the lovely Creature, I've heard you 

fay, Mr. Thompfon^ was your Favourite, and I 

made it on Piirpofe for you ; and therefore you 

muft oblige me, by eating very lieartily. Such 

an Inflanoe of Regard tranfported me \ and I re* ^J&^ 

plied. With a Tone and Manner, that let her 

eafily conceive bow much I thought myfelf ob* ' 
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liged; our Converfation grew quite brifk; and my 
Angel Miftrefs faid and did fo many agreeable 
Things, that my Friend, as well as myfelf, was 
full of Admiration : The old Gentleman was ready 
to jump out of his Skin for Joy, and protefted that 
I tiad infpired her by my Company ; Why, my 
Boy, (he had' drooped ever fince you have been 
gone, fays he; but if ever you ferve her fuch a Trick 
again, whilfl you ftay in the Country, Til never 
forgive youj nor I neither, I aflure you. Papa, 
fays Mifs, with an inimitable Pleafantnefs in her 
Smile : Ay, ay, replies Sir Walter^ I, and Numps 
here,* meaning his Nephew, are nothing in the 
World with her; fbe loves your Company, becaufe . 
you read and underftand Books, and fuch kind 
of Things, which we don't.know the Ufe of, fur- 
ther than the Bihkj and Shaw's Jujlice^ and Ja^ 
coFs Law Di^iofiarytTmy'h2Lp. Night approached, 
and Company poured in very faft, which forced us 
to adjourn into the Ball-room, which was decked 
in a very fplendid and genteel Manner ; and during. 
the whole Time it lafted, I had the Happinefe to 
be Partner to my charming Creature, every Touch 
of whofe Hand fired a-new my Soul. Her Coufin 
was bufy mean while in Drinking and Carouf- 
ing with his Companions in the Hall, this Man- 
,^er of fpending Time not being fuitable to his 
^Tafte or Education. Sir IValter danced with my 
^ Mother j and Mr. Diaper procured an agreeable 
» Vol. I. K Partner, 
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Partner, in a young Lady of the Neighbourhood ; 
and the whole concluded with an elegant cold Re- 
paft, which 0)ewedthe polite Judgment of the Mi-* 
ftrefs of the Treat. Sir ff^al(er would not peroiit 
us to leave him th^t Night ; aod* after bis Daughter 
retired to Reft, refolved that we {hould both ac- 
company him in a Debauch i where we drank fb 
freely, tho' contrary to our ufu^l Cuftom, that 
'twas with Difficulty we fte ered our Way to Bed ; 
Sir Hf^abir declaring with ao-Oatb, that we were 
heartier Cocks than he thought us to be, and not 
fuch wi&y-waQiy Fellows as he frequently met 
with from Lornhn. 

The npxt Day Sir JVuhtr proppfed to take an 
Airing, on Hprfeback, upon the neighbouring 
Downs ; and bis Daughter very readily ei^ented 
to bear us Company. No Woman ever &t a Side- 
Saddle with better Grace I She looked like Diana 
herfelf, in a Riding^hi^it^ which was the richtft 
that the indulgent Fondoefa of her Father could 
procure for her ! The Pad fhe rode, which waa 
a beautiful, long>tailed, Chdhut, fcemed proud of 
his Burthen, and champed the Bift, and pawed the 
Earth, with a feeming Confcioufnefe of the Ho- 
nour he received in fuch a Rider. * We had juft 
gained the Dovtfns, when the Beaft^ who was na- 
turally ftartiih, fuddenly dtfcrying ibme ObjeA 
that furprifed him, curvetted to one Side, and im- 
mediately after fet up fuch a Race^ that it was not 

in 
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to the Power of the Bridle to controul him. Sir 
IValur and my Friend were a coniiderable Way 
behind us, when this happened, and I was riding 
by her Side ; fiie gave a Shriek, and the vicious 
Creatttw tore up the very Ground before him ; 
dtftra£^ed with the Danger the Life of my Soul 
was in^ all wild and apprehenfive for her Safety, 
I clapped Spurs to my Horfc, endeavouring to over- 
take and ftop her's ; which, before I could efFed, 
be ftumbled in an Hole, in his full Career, and 
came down, cafting the frighted Fair-one at fome 
JDiftance from him, where Oie lay in a Swoon, when 
I came up, and difmounted. I immediately took 
her up in my Arms, and, in the firft Agonies of 
my Grief, could not help crying aloud, my Tears 
defcended plentifully upon her lovely Face, which 
lay reclined, all pale and wan$ upon my Bofom. 
Heavens! What an unfortunate Wrelch am 
I ! Oh ye Powers reftore me the lovely Maid^ 
or let my Breath expire with her's ! But, alas ! 
ihe hears me not, and already (he's no more ! 
Whether the Tears I (bed, or thefe disjointed Ex- 
clamations, brought her to herfelf, I can't fay; 
but a Sigh, which heaved her panting Breaft, 
gave me the inexpreffible Satisfad^ihn of thinking 
her alive : Gracious God ! I continued, give me 
back the charming Maid, the Pattern of your own 
Excellence ! and, caftiog my Eyes down, per* 
ceived het's were opened ; when^ in the Tumult 
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of my Joy, I imprinted an eager Kifs upon her 
Forehead ; but, recoDeding myfelf, I blufhed, and 
was ready to (ink into the Earth, for my Prefump- 
tion : She drew herfelf out of my Arms, and gently 
faid, Mr. Thompfin^ I'm troublefome, I can walk : 
Dear Madam, I faulteringly faid, let me fupport 
you, you are certainly hurt ; and by this Time our 
two Friends canie up, 'and had caught the Horfe, 
who, after his Fault, was gallbping Home, and 
firft gave Tidings of the Misfortune. I wiped my 
Face, and ftrove to conceal my Tears. Sir Walter 
was mad with Joy, that his Daughter had received 
no Hurt ; and my Friend took his Share of the 
general Satisfa£tion ! As to me, I was quite abaflied 
at the Thought of having incurred her Anger, by 
my Raflinefs, and the Difcoveryl had made of 
my Sentiments; and, removing her Side-faddle to 
my HBMc, without daring to look at her, affifted 
her to remount. Sir Walter embraced me over 
and over, and was fo full of the Service I had done 
her, that nothing elfe employed him but Thanks 
and Praifes all the Way Home ; (be faid very little, 
and feemed quite referved, which was attributed 
to the Accident that had juft befallen her j but I 
interpreted it as Refentment againft me, and the 
Thought racked me with the greateft Torture. 
As foon as we arrived, (he begged Leave to retire, 
and went to Bed, and her Woman brought Word 
4own that (he was ytry ill; upon which, proper 
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Affifiance was called, and we were all in the ut- 
mod Pain and Anxiety for her. I refolved not 
to ftir till fhe was betters and Sir Walter took 
our Concern very kindly; but, good God, the 
Pangs that I felt were indefcribable, and my Friend 
could fcarce keep me from doing fome defperate 
Deed upon myfelf, till Word was brought us down 
that (he was fallen into a Doze, after taking fome- 
what to compofe her. The next Morning, to my 
extreme Satisfadion, (he was perfe£lly recovered, 
and appeared at Breakfaft, if poffible, more in-* 
chanting than ever ; but I was the only Sufferer, 
to whom (be behaved with fuch a Diftance, tho' 
with the utmoft Gentility, that I curfed a Thou- 
fand Times the Imprudence that had robbed me at 
once of the fweet Familiarity I had before en* 
joyed: However, flic returned me her Thanks 
with fo much feeling Sincerity, that I had Reafon 
to rejoice in the Service I was fo happy to render 
her, on this Occafion ; but I could not overcome 
my timid Confufion, which fcarce allowed me to 
fpeak three Words, the whole Time of Breakfafl « 
and I took Leave in a Situation of Mind, that 
made me an Obje6t of Compafllon; and arriving 
at Home, as foon as Decency would permit me, I 
retired, to vent my Sorrows in Private. For fome« 
Days a State of ftupid Melancholy pofieiled me, 
which made my Mother very uneafy, and was af- 
fcribed to Illnefs, when a Meflage arrived from 
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Mifs Louifaj to defire my Company ; glad Tidings 
indeed ! which in a Minute difpelled my Gloocnt 
and I fet out, immediately, for her wifhed for 
Prefence. In entering the open Walk to Sir 
ff^alter's Houfe, was a Kind of Wildernefs, which 
partly Nature, and partly Art, had made quite 
private, and concealed from View : Thro* this 
Maze I direfted my Steps, as it was the nearefl: 
Way; and had got half thro', when I received a 
fudden Shot from a Piftol, which grazed the Side 
of my Head, and almofl; ftunned me ; and, before 
I could turn about, to difcorer the Hand it came 
from, I was faluted with a Blow over my Arm, 
and a fecond over my Head, which felled me, 
fenfelefs to the Ground, I had no Time for Re- 
flexion before my Fall ; and whether the ill 
Ufage from thefe Affaffins was repeated, or what 
followed, I can't tell ; for the firft Difcovery I 
made, when I recovered my Scnfcs, was my Fa-, 
ther and my Friend, weeping by my Bed-fide, 
which feemcd to be in a very (Irange Place, which 
I did not at all recoHeft, I found myfelf weak 
and feeble, and could fcarce fpeak, but inquired, 
with a faint Voice, where I was, and what brought 
me there ? They were overjoyed to perceive I had 
fo well recovered my Underftanding, but tenderly 
begged me tocompofe myfelf, and, in due Time, 
I fliould be informed of every Thing : They faid 
no more 5 and I could fee, by the Sorrow difplayed 
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in their ^l^tenances, that I had been very dan- 
geroufly ill. For icSme Hours I kept myfelf flill, 
according to their Deiire; but, tho' my We&knefs 
Hill was extreme, I heard every Thing that was 
faid, and faw my Mother very affidubus about 
Ine, and, to my great Sarprife, Sir Walter^ Mr. 
Archtr^ and Mr. Sharpky^ jRrequently in tt^e Room, 
inquiring how I did ? Being left in the latter f^art 
of the Day, with only Mr. Diaper by me, I 
beckoned him to my Bed-fide, and begged to know 
what had happened ; but he ftill refiifed me, and 
defired me earneftly, not to enquire any Thing 
till I was more capable to attend the RecitaK I 
was forced tb comply, and was three Days longer 
in this Uncertainty, in which Time my Yoiith got 
the better of my Illnefi, and I recovered (^ flifti 
that I was aUe to crawl about ihe Cbaidibef, by 
Meanft of holding by th6 Chatrt ftnd Table^i tt^A 
in two Days tnore, without aAy AfEiliilice, tho' 
my Arm pained me violently flill : 'Twas now that 
my Friend, who was ever with me^ Ventured to 
talk to me, and, in Anfwer tb my Queries, fpoke 
thus : Blefied be God, my dear J9ejj that you txh 
fa well again ; you have gone thro' an intollet-able 
Fever, attended with a tonftint DeSrhtHj of near 
ten Days, in which every body d^fpaired of your 
Life; and you may judge the Grief and Sorrow 
it occafioned to us all, efpecially as the Authors of 
your horrid iU Treatment were not known, nor 
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could be guefied at, or found, upon the moft dili- 
gent Search ; for you was difcovered weltering in 
your Gore in Sir ^^A^r's Wildcrnefs, in all Appear- 
ar.ce dead, by fome of his Servants, who conveyed 
you to his Houfe, where you have been ever fince, 
and are atprefent in his own Bed-chamber; and I 
may venture to tell you, fince your Recovery has 
had a like eiFed on her, that Mifs Lmi/a has been 
almoft as bad as yourfelf: When you was firft 
brought to her Father's in that Condition, ihe 
fvvooned away, and was with Difficulty brought to 
herfelfj but when the Surgeons had pronounced 
your Cafe to be very bad, and doubtful at bcff, 
bcr Concern could be no longer bid ; (he wept, 
and, in a frantic Manner, tore her lovely Hair, 
and exprefled fuch a Regafd for you, as furprifed 
every body, which was fucceeded by a Fever which 
had well nigh put a Period to her Life. Sir TVaber^ 
at prefent, thinks this the EfFeft only of her 
FriendQiip ; but your Mother and her Woman 
are Witneffes to the contrary ; in her light headed 
Condition, (he was inceflantly calling on her dear 
Thcmpfm ; faid (he could not live without you \ 
and expreiTed fuch a peculiar Tendernefs for you^ 
that any one might guefs the Caufe. In Propor- 
tion as you have recovered, (he has gained Strength^ 
and is now better than yourfelf; but, tho' (he is 
ever inquiring after you, (he has intreated your 
Mother, and charged her Woman not to mention 
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the unguarded Things (he has faid. I congratulate 
you and myfelf on this Difcovcry, which, I hope, 
will haften your Cure. No one can tell, my 
dear Jo^^ the Grief and Trouble you have put 
your Father and Mother in, and how greatly 
affcded I have been with the Danger of fo inefti- 
mable a Friend ; and Sir Walter has (hewn as much 
Regard for you, as if you had been his own Son, 
notwithflanding his DiflraSion for the lUnefs of 
his Daughter. Pray now tell me, my Friend, 
how you came by fuch Wounds in your Head, and 
that Frafiure of your Arm, which has puzzled the 
Skill of the beft of Surgeons about us ? I gave Mr. 
Diaper an Account of the Affair, which amazed 
him; but after all our Guefles, tho' there feemed 
to be fo vifible an Intent to deftroy me, we could 
not conje£iure who could make fuch an Attempt, 
as I had never difobliged any one in that Part of 
the Country, and wasuniverfally beloved. Tho* 
my Grief rofe to a great Pitch, at the Thoughts 
of my Lo{///a's.Illnefs, yet what I had heard fo tran(^ 
ported me, that I forgot even that, and my own, 
and indulged an hundred Extafies and Tranfports ! 
The glad Knowledge of her tender Sentiments to- 
wards me made me almoft blefs the cruel Hand 
that involved me in fo much Danger, and made 
the Difcovery: I exulted in my Happinefs, as 
much as if I had her already mine ; and the Joy 
it occaiioned foon brought me to my priftine Health 
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aod Vigour. That dear Creature likewife bet»me 

fo well, as to be able to leave her Chamber : Our 

Inquiries after one another had been repeated tvcty 

Minute ; and now, that I was recovered fa mucb, 

I burnt for an Opportunity to fee her, in wkich I 

refolved to profit by my Friend's Advice, and not 

betray the^ Knowledge I had acquired. Sir ffatur 

refolved to keep me there a Week after the Cure^ 

upon which my Father, Mother, and Mf . DiafiTr 

Mr. Arcbtry and Mr, Sharpleyj returned U> our 

Houfe, after the highefl: Acknowledgments to Sir 

JValur for his Goodnefs to me, the two laft- 

raentioned Gentlemen having been his Guefts, on 

the fame Occafion, their Regard for me having 

made them too anxious to return Home, feom 

whence the News of my Misfortune had broiig)^ 

them, till I was perfedlly out of Dangfr. 

CHAP. XXII. 

Mifs Louifa confejfes her Regard far Um.'^ 
Her amiaik Sincerity and Prudence. — He 
is overcome by her Goodnefs. -^-^^They vow 
eternal Conftancy. — 'Natural Rhapfcdy on 
L(we. — Their ConjeSlures of the late Affault, 

I Was overcome with Sadaefs, the firft Time I 
faw the Charmer of my Soul after hes In* 
difpofition^ the Rofes being quite vaniflied from 
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h4t Cheeks } and (be was grown fo thin and pale, 
{be was (carcely to be knoWii# I accofted her with 
a trembling A<x:eiit, and exprefled ifiy Sorrow at 
her laie lilnefs } which Ae received in fo aflTedl^ 
inga Manner, and wis fo dvef joyed €o ft* me 
reccyvcred« that the Rofes again revtfited her 
Face, and a kindling Blufli of conft^ious Pleafure 
overfpread her Countenance. Sir ff^aher gave us 
both Joy on the Occaiion, and, In his Way, faid 
a Thouiaad ThiAgs that favoured of his great Af- 
feSion for his Daughter, and his Regard to me ; 
and, after fitting fome Ttme^ left us alone. Ndw, 
I was at the greateft Loft imaginable how to be- 
have, and hardly dared lift up my Eyes to her ; a 
thrilling Tranfport, mingled with AwV, invaded 
my whole Frame, and, for fome Mo'mehts, I re- 
mained fpeechlefs and immoveable ; at length af- 
fuming Courage, I threw myfelf at her Feet, and 
broke Silence in this Manner : Ahl lovelieft of 
Women ! juftly have I been pimiflied for my Pre- 
ftimption and Temerity, in daring to exprpfs the 
fond Concern of my Heart at your late Danger i 
bttt, as your Difpofttion is Mercy itfelf, pardon 
me, deareft Madam> the Crime I was guilty of; 
'twas what nothing fliould ever have prevailed on 
me to commit, and flowed involuntarily from me, 
when- I feared I was going to lofe you ! Pity m?, 
and forgive me, and don't banifh me from your 
KViving PrefeQce for ever! Her Aftoniihment 
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at this fuddcn ASion was fo great, that (he coulcf' 
not interrupt me, and I went on: I muft confefs 
I love you, but is it my Fault ? No, all that fee 
your PerfeSions do the fame: Oh! then' accept 
the humble Adoration I (hall ever pay you, which 
{hall never difiurb your happy Moments ; and, tha' 
1 can't conquer my raQi and fatal Paflion, I will 
keep it within fucb- &n& Limits, that it (hall never 
in the leaft offend you. Alas ! Madam, is it poflible^ 
for me longer to conceal the EfFefls of your won- 
derous Charms,, or to refift the Empire you have 
over all my Thoughts and Actions ! an Empire 
more acquired by your Virtue, your good Senfe, 
and your Amiablenefs of Soul, than by the exte- 
rior Gxaces of your Perfon, Let the miferable 
Situation I am involved in excite your Commife- 
ration ; behold me, confcious of having an Heart 
capable of all the fublime and generous Motions 
of Love, and yet infinitely inamoured of an Ob- 
jc&j that, tho' Reafon convinces me, I (hould be 
for ever happy in^ and endeavour to communicate 
the higheft Satisfaftion to ; yet (he even denies me 
Hope of the Poffeffion of it, in the moft diftant De- 
gree : No, I own my ambitious Prefumption does 
not aim fo high ; fufFer me, in Anguifh, however^ 
to fmile in myfelf, and fay that you do not utterly 
defpife me I Here the Goddefs of my Supplications, 
raifing me with her Hand, which I imprinted an 
hundred burning Kifles upon, before it could he 
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withdrawn ; and, ftriving to conceal a Confufion 
that rendered her ftiU mcfre lovely ; broke Si« 
lence in this Manner : Were I, Mr, Thompfon^ 
to confult the prudential, oj the political Maxims 
of my Sex, Ifhould retire from your Declarations, 
without vouchfafing you any other Anfwer, than 
the haughty Difdain you ought to think you have 
deferved^ but let me be a Woman,, and yet Proof 
againft her natural Infincerity; 'tis too late to 
deny to you, fince the Caufe.of my late Illnefs has 
been too plain to your Friends, I fay. Sir; and 
here the lovely Face was painted with fuoh a crim- 
fon Dye, as juitillumines the Horifon when the Sun 
fxrft fireaks the Skies with his afcending Rays ! 
'Twould be an Infincerity, which my Mind would 
condemn me for greatly, were I to deny that I' 
have a proper Regard for your Merit, that I efteem- 
your Perfon, and think myfelf greatly obliged to 
you for fome Inftances of your Friendfhip to 
me, which in an Heart like mine, which cannot* 
be obliged, and at the fame Time, affed an In- 
fenfibility of the Obligation, may have been very. 
forceable Recommendations to me in your Fa* 
vour. All the native Pride of our Sex, Sir, as I 
know you to be a Man of Honour, fhould not? 
with-hold me from indulging this Efteem of you to 
a greater Degree ; here a Sigh, unnoted by her 
dear Self, heaved her generous Bread ; but I have 
cvcrrefolvcd not to difobey, my Father, who, L 
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hoptf will have fo much AiFftAioa for me^ at not 
to fom lAc to a Match ke has often talked of» 
which will uddoubtedly make mo the itioft nufe*^ 
rable of Beings : As to my Pan» let me own, ibat^ 
be our Fortuaea cirer fi> difierent, a GciuKrman of 
Mr. TboiHpfmfs Re£Utudc of Mind^ tni Purity of 
Smthnent, would determine me to follow my In-*' 
clinatbns ; but. Sir, let us fay no mofe aS what 
feems to aiic£l nti both fo mach. Say no more,. 
Madam, I cried, m an Extafy of Tranfport, after 
this meliing Difcovery, fity no moie \ m well yo» 
might reftrain the Thankfg^vingi Chat pour forth 
from the grateful Mariner, who has unexpedtfdly 
landed, after Sfaipwrecki on fome hoffiitaUe Shorty 
% well the Raptures that proceed ftom the dyiDg 
Penitenty when the gleaming Hopes of Mercy have 
been tiflting hi» departing Soul $ as ftem the Torrent 
of my Acknowledgments, whidi miift, #hi^h witt 
hswe Uceerance ! Ob adorable Lvwfa I joa have in^ 
deed raifed me fr6m Deteith, td a m^w^ Hn added 
Scnfe of the Importance of my Being:, Ance yotr 
intereft yourfeif m my Fate: Fofgfvt me, my 
angelic Comforter, if in the Wildnefs of ttif 
Tranfportd, I am not abfe to exprefs myfelf \tv 
fdber, temperate Language ! O ye foft Zephyrs^ 
whifper the kind, the tender AccemS) of my 
JUttipif m tvety fanning Breefe that mtirmtit;^ 
thro' the Grove ! tell it ye, imkatrve Ecchoes f 
catch the heavenly Sounds, aad prt^agate the 
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Strains I've heard around ! Oh happy, happy. 
Youth ! what envied Bli(s ! fuperior Joys are 
mine ! Let the Pains, the corroding Cares of Mor^ 
tality, rage as they ;Iifl, the Idea that the ever^ 
fenfible, the blooming Fair, pants for my Wei* 
fare, wi(hes every Bleffing that I afpire to ihare, 
ivill bear me fafely thro' the gathering Storms F 
Here the Workings of my Imagination had fo 
flrongly affe£led me, that my weakened Faculties 
were no longer able to fupport them, and I funk 
down, without Life, at her Feet ; at whkh (he gave 
a Shriek, and the Servants ran in to her AiEftance, 
and carried me to Bed, where, when I came to 
myfelf, I turned my Eyes about, and faw her 
fitting by me, with earneft Cares employed for my 
Recovery. I begged her Pardon for the Difturbance 
I had given her, as well as my Weakneft would 
permit ; and (he fweetly and tenderly defired me 
to compofe myfelf, for Fear I (hould indi^pger ano-^ 
ther Attack of my Fever, by the Tumults of my 
Mind. How judicioufly did (he inculcate to me 
the Government of our Paffions, and urged the fu-* 
ture Enjoyment of each other's Company in Safety, 
as a Reafon for my Moderation^ for Fear of caufing 
any Sufpicions of my Ssntimentsin her Father and 
her Couiin, who of hte had more than ordinarily 
pried after every Thing that occurred between 
us, and began to be a conftant, trouUefome Gueft, 
whenever we were engaged. Let me, for I can 
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hide it no longer from you, Mr. Thompfon^ fays the 
deareft and beft of Creatures, confefs that I have 
tf tender Regard for you ; that I (hould think my- 
felf unhappy with any body elfe ; and, tho' I have 
ail the Refpeft and Duty poffiblc for my Father ; 
yetj I freely own, I (hould be difobedient if T 
were ordered to make Qhoicc of the Wretch he, 
r find, propofes to give me to : For, if he had all 
the other Qualifications I could wifh in a Man, 
I would chufe for a Companion in Life, yet 
his natural Brutality of Temper, and the Bafenefs 
of his Principles, would render him deteftable: 
No, Sir, nothing but a Similitude of Sentiments, 
an Union of Souls, a thorough and mutual Liking 
of each other, can make the Marriage State eligi- 
ble ; but let me, Mr. Thomffon^ have no Reafon to 
accufe myfelf of Indifcretion andWeaknefs in mak^ 
ing aConfeffion fo oppofite to the general Maxims of 
mySex,whofeHypocrify and Pride, on fuch Occafi- 
ons, teach them to hide the Motions of their Hearts, 
and totake Pleafure in the little fervileComplai- 
fence they exaft of their Lovers : I am above thofe 
mean Arts, and you will be generous enough, I 
don't doubt, to make a proper Eftimation of what I 
have been tempted to fay in your Behalf : We are 
yet young enough, and Time and Application 
may render you as agreeable in the Eyes of my 
Father, for a Son, as you are now for a Friend ; for 
be aflured I will never marry without his Confent^ 
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any more than I will make myfelf miferable to pleafe 
his Humour. Here (he ceafed, and, raifing myfelf 
in the Bed, I affured her my Sentiments were, and 
ever {hould be, conformable to her's ; but excufe 
me, deareft Madam, if I here proteft before Al- 
mighty God, that I will never indulge a Thought 
contrary to my Affection to 3011, and that, let 
what good or ill Fortune foevcr betide me, you, 
and only you, (hall be the Mi(^refs of my Heart. 
And, fays my Angel, with equal Vivacity, in the 
Prefence of the fame Being, I here vow, that, if I 
aiti not to be allied to you, my Maiden Name (haH 
defcend with me to the Grave ! I could not forbear 
kiiSng her Hand, with inexpreffible Ardor, for 
this infinitely kind Condefcenfion ; which with 
fome Reludhnce (he permitted me to do, and 
oh ! let any Lover, who has been fo exquifltely 
happy, figure the Situation, the blifsful Situatictt 
I was in at this Time, and he will wonder I could 
keep my Tranfports from breaking out intofar- 
-ther A£lions of an inamoured, oveijoyed, and rap« 
tared Soul. Oh ! the ferene Calm my Bofom now^ 
began to feel is inexpreifible. Methought I had 
aiTamed a new and more improved State of ExiiU 
cnce, and foared above the Fetters of Morta- 
lity} 

Hail, foftefl, fweeteft, mo(l delightful PafHon 
that warms the human Heart ! If Virtue, and if 
Merit dignify thy Triumphs, what rcal,.rolid Blifs* 
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thou canft impart ! Hail) Gueft fublime, $\l pure 
and lovely, thou art wifely given hf Providence »«> 
dored, to footh the Ills of Life ! << The cordial Dro^ 
^^ Htav^n in our Cup has thrown^** to balM>ce all 
our Pains and numerous Ills : By thee, each fordid 
Notion is exiled, and every Sentknent refined ; 
** our Miens are fy/hion^d^ 4nd our Tongues -are 
^^ fiPd:^* Charmed with the Love of tny adored 
Leuifa^ I breathed a purer Element, and fiem^dy 
nor only /eem'd^ hut was if^pir*d / The little bafc 
Defires indulged before, now fickencd in mjr 
Thoughts, how rnean^ bow low> how trivial! 

fVho to forbidden Joys would roVef 
That knows the Sweets of virtuous L&ve ! 

Addisokt. 

The prelent Eaft of mjr Miad had fadi an Efleft 
on my Body, that I was foon reftored to my pri«* 
fline Health, and bad at the fanae Time the Plta^ 
fure to fee my Louifafs Countenance dnafed in 
her ufual Smiles ; the beauteous Vemacit^ wluch 
had been fo long baiii(bed) rcfuilitd itsSeatiilber 
Cheeks, and gave an added Luftre td her Gfaces* 
Till this Time fiie had forgot to in^re itito tile 
Manner I received my kte HtirtSy and the Coafe* 
quences were to me fo falutary, that I even count- 
ed the Aflault made upon me a BMSng father than 
a Misfortune \ bat when I happened to lay 9 that I 
was coming; to pay ber a Viili| purfitaMt to a Mef-4 
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fage I had received firom her, (he was aftoniihcd, 

and protefted (he had never fent to me, nay, had, 

even at that Period, refolved, if pofiible, to wean 

hcrfelf from my Company, fearful of the Effects of 

that infipuating Paffion that (be found had afiaulted 

her Breaft. This opened a Field uf Conje£lures 

about the Author or Authors of the Cruelties that 

had been a£\ed upon me, and we could, after long 

Examination, fix upon no one fo likely to have en<* 

gaged in fo raih and bafe an Attempt, as herCou* 

fin, who, tho' Ihe believed he had little Afiedion 

for her, was too touch fwaycd by his Intereft to 

look upon her Regaid for me with any Meafare of 

Patience or Forbearance. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

She m&ka him her Confidant. — Her amiahk Bs* 
neveknce and Charity. ^-^Sbe furprifes him 
by a Proof of her Goodnefs. — Story of an 
unfortunate Famify. — Advice to young La^ 
dies,— He makes a Difcovery which be im^ 
parts to ber.—'Her Sentiments of Religion. 

NO W, the gladfome Hours flowed in jocdnd 
Rounds, and all was Happinefs, and all was 
Lrove ; each confcious Walk, each embowering 
Shade, was Witnels to the blifsful Moments I 
fpent in the ConyerlatioD, in the Contemplation 
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of my amiable Louifa : Every Day dlfcovered RiU 
more and more Perfei^ions in the Soul of that 
lovely Maid j I grew quite another Sort of Crea- 
ture, and was fo improved by her Wit and good 
Senfe, that I breathed nothing but generous and 
noble Sentiments and Defires. It was one fmiling 
Morn, when I was in raptured Accents, fpeaking 
my Gratitude and Acknowledgments, that fhe in* 
terrupted me, and, with a Voice that fpoke the 
fofteft Melody, told me, (he was refolvcd to im- 
part all the Pleafure (he was now capable of be- 
flowing upon me, and make me the Confidant of 
feme Secrets, that fhe doubted not would 
[;ive me heightened Satisfa£lion ; in (hort, Mr. 
TT/ompfinj I will give you a Specimen of the Man- 
ner in which I chufe to fpend fome Part of my 
Time, which has given me ineffable Delight, and 
contains all the Secrecy I ever thought my felf obli- 
ged or inclined to obferve. My Father's Gene- 
fofity of Temper yields me an Opportunity, from 
the Overplus of my own Expences, to difFufe a 
Number of little benevolent KindneiTes amongft 
the poor Inhabitants of the neighbouring Villages,^ 
whom I endeavour to make as happy as I can, 
wiih what Providence has beftowed upon me. 
You muft know, Sir, I think this one of the mod 
grateful Returns I can make to my Creator, for 
the Bleffings of Abundance and Plenty he has im- 
parted to me ; and raifes my Mind, to an Imitation 
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ctf that Beneficence, wherewith he fuperintends and 
looks thro' whole Nature, fcattering his Bleilings, 
in fuch Profufion, upon his unworthy Creatures. 
A Heart that is not fufceptible of Humanity and 
Pity, that does not feel the angelic Tranfports that 
glow in the Bofom in relieving Poverty and Dif- 
trefs, and Afflidlion and Grief, is unworthy the 
Enjoyment of the common Favours of Providence, 
Sktvd (hould beafhamed to partake even of the Sun's 
reviving Influence. I am foon tired with the Fol- 
ly of my Toilet, any farther than it adminifters to 
Neatnefs and Decency ; and the Books you know 
1 generally converfe with give added Force to this 
Difpofition I find fo natural to me ; but above 
all, that bed of Books, which I regar^d as a Rule 
for my Salvation, in the ftrongeft Terms incul- 
cates theNeceffity of doing Good, and in fo fub- 
lime a Manner, that a Perfon muft be dead to all 
Sentiment and Beauty of Expreffion, to difregard its 
Precepts. Nay, I will own to you, my Thomp* 
fofij that my Obfervation of your Turn of Mind 
to benevolent Principles firfl opened a Way to ad - 
mit your Image into my Breaft. Come, come, 
continues (he fmiling. Til conduft you to a Scene 
that will be a Proof of what I have faid ; fo faying, 
(he ilruck acrofs a Meadow, which terminated the 
Walk we were in, and rofe on one Side into a 
Hill of fome Height, whilft I followed her with 
filent Admiration ; and methought (be looked like 
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one of thofe miniftring Angels, who, we are told^ 
aj^ employed in A&s of Love and Kindnefs to the 
fdUen Race of Men. Ob fFarth innaU ! Oh Good* 
mfsm^$xtrimi! I was forced to exclaim, what 
envied Fate- is mine ! thus to be confideied by the 
faireft, beft, and mod excellent Pattern of her Sex, 
adorned with inward Grtatnefiy unaffeHtd Wifdom^ 
and SanMiiy ef Manners ! 

At the farther Side of this verdant Eminence^ 
was a fmali Hovel, which refembled the ruftic 
Dwelling of Baucis and Philemon of old ; and 
no fooner was our Approach difcovered by the 
Yelping of a fmall Cur that was frifking in the 
Sun*(bine, and ran crouching to the Feet of Louifa^ 
than a comely Woman looked out and ap- 
proached with a modeft Diffidence, mingled with 
Joy in her Face, and faluted that Lady, in. Terms 
of the utmoft Veneration and Refped \ to which 
fhe replied with an Affability and Good nature, 
that was calculated to diffipate the Confufion, that 
cmr fudden Appearance Teemed to have infpired ; 
and a(ked. How her Hufband did To- day, and 
then inquired after the reft of her little Family by 
Name ? My Lady, replies the honeft Dame, Cnce 
vf^ had the Honour to receive your comfortable 
Prcfent Ycfterday, which came at a very feafonable 
Time, my Huiband has recovered his Spirits, and 
19 upon the mending Hand. Oh> Madam! yoa 
have rendered us truly happy : May every Bleffing 
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crown your Wiflies for your Goodnefs ! By this Time 
we approached the Door, when two or three lit|Ic 
Cherubims ran out, and in their pretty,prattJing Way 
welcomed my AdioraUe, in a Manner that convin- 
ctfd roe fee had been no Stranger to them j fhe took 
each of them in her Arms, and beftowed Kifles 
and Care0es upon them without Number ; inquir- 
ed after the Progrefs they had made in learning 
their Books, and rewarded them according to their 
Proficiency. A BHuttx of uncommon Satisfaction 
ftone in her Face, Beams of unclouded Joy flafli- 
ed from her brilliant Eyes, and the whole Family 
were overcome with boundlefs Satisfadion. She 
then inquired into feveral little Particulars that are 
wanting in a Family, gave the good Woman 
fofne Money, calling her afide for that Purpofe, 
and then, prefenting her Hand to me, we departed, 
and her Departure fpread a Gloom upon thofe 
Faces that were fo moved with Joy before. I was 
all Admiration, and had never been Partaker of 
more real Pleafure. Heavens ! what a Dignity, 
what a Luflre did her Goodnefs- fpread around her, 
and what a fine EflFedl her Elevation of Mind had 
upon her native Charms ! You muft know, fays the 
deareft Maid, that with a little Affiftance and fome 
proper Advice I have faved this poor Family from 
Deftrudion, and in that 1 am doubly repaid, by the 
Pleafure, the fecret SatisfaSion it has given me ; 
not an Acknowledgment I have received, not a 
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fudden Tranfport lighted up in thofe innocent Ba- 
bies Faces, but has given me more real Blifs than 
if I had received the greaieft Benefit the World 
could beftow. The Man was a Londoner ^ and 
came down into thefe Parts as an Excifeman ; but 
for fome Slip or Mi (lake in his Books was difmifled, 
about three Months ago, from the Reprefentations 
of an ill-natured Supervifor ; fince which, being 
deprived of his fmall Salary, he has worked as an 
Hufbandman for my Papa, ftriving with the 
greateft AfFedlion to fupport his Family of a Wife 
and three Children : As I was walking out one 
Afternoon with my Woman, I accidentally paffed 
by the Houfe, and heard a terrible Swearing and 
Scolding within, which was difcontinued upon the 
ruftling Noife I made in paifing, and the Woman, 
you have feen, juft looked out to fee who it was, 
with her Face fwollen with Tears j fhe dropped 
me a C(3Urtefy, which I returned by the like, ac- 
companied with 2l How (Tye^ good Dame? zndj think- 
ing her under fome Afflidion, inquired if any Mif- 
fortune had happened to her ? The Woman, who 
feemed to have a Soul fuperior to her Appearance, 
very fenfibly anfwered,.that the Detail of her Mif- 
fortunes would be too tedious for my Ears, and flie 
feared too aftefling to herfelf to go thro' with any to- 
lerable Decency; but, Madam, continues flie, what 
gives me at prefent the greateft Uneafincfs is, that, 
my poor Huftand, unufed to want, has foured the beft 
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of Tempers bj dv(rel1ing too much on the Thoughts 
of the Hardfhips he has met with, and grows crofs 
auid peeviili to his Family ; whereas I could fulFer 
the greateft Extremities, without complaining, in 
his Society : Indeed our Ills arealmoft too great to 
bear ! here (he burft into unafFeded Tears, whilft 
two or three little Children, almoft naked, Joined 
in the mournful Scene. I was ftruck to the Heart, 
and by my Endeavours have made their Circum- 
fiances more eafy, and cloathed them in that Man* 
ner you fee, and this very Morning h^ve made 
my Father promife me his firft Farm that becomes 
vac^t, which I intend to ftock for them, and 
put it into their Power, by an Honeft Application 
and Induftry, to retrieve their Affairs, and be of 
Service to Society, who had elfe become a Burden 
to it : The Hufband, eafed of his Anxiety, is be<- 
come mild and Sober again, and the Refleftion up^ 
on his late Impatience and Repinings againft Pro-" 
vidence has thrown him into a Diforder, which 
by the Account of his Wife he is now like to get 
over. I obferved to my Charmer, that I had ge- 
nerally found, that thofe Perfons, who poflefled the 
beft natural Difpofitions and Talents, were mod al- 
tered by Misfortunes; whereas a lifelefs Clod goes 
thro' the up Hill and down Hill Accidents of Life, 
with a fettled Uniformity of Behaviour, which, tho' 
generally counted Wifdom and Philofophy, flows 
Vol. L L from 
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from a it^turftl lofenfibility and Dulnefr of Condi* 
tutioq. 

How bappy wouM the b^autbus Part of tbe 
Creatioa become, if, like my Loidft^ they would 
beftow a little lefs Attentbn upon the Impertinen- 
cies of Pre&, V»(its, 4n4 Cards, and ftrtve to adorn 
their Minds with Wifdpm and Knowledge, and to 
illufirate the Delicacy they are born with, by fiich 
a €onfia»t Habit of doing Good \ How bright an 
Appearance has Beauty and Virtue united, what a 
I^igbt th^y caft upon every A£lion of their Lives ? 
How infipidt bQW unbvaly are Aich Purfiiits in 
Women, as they muft and often do eondemn in 
our Sex? Qne would think Avarice, Pride, and 
Anger, and Peeviihnefi, Refentment and Rage, 
were Vup^only of male Growths and were not 
able to ^ t\xt\t K-efidence in a Female Breaft, 
where Qeneri^'ityt Coipplaeeney, Mercy, Good- 
nature, Forgiveneftn and Serenity only ought to re-* 
iide: Oh! ye gentle Soothers of human Pains and 
JoquieWes, copy this Pattern of refplendent Ex- 
cellency^ by which you will fix your Empire ftU! 
more abfolu^ely in our Souls, and Reafon as well 
as Paffion will take a Pride to facrifice at your Al- 
tars, and a()or« your real and never-fading Cfcarms ! 
Then we (bail truly fing with the P^et^ ^ 
X9ifv0 ;> ynu aU that wi bsUiVi 9f Heaven ! 
Acting Brightmfs^ Purity and Truths 
Eternal Joy andeverlafling Love I 
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As we advanced in our Return to the ffoufe^ csR* 
ing my Eyes at feme Oiftancc, I perceived the 
^Squire^ her Cottfin^ taUdng very earneflly with 
t^vo Fellows, who had no veFy promifing Appear* 
Afiee, which I made hsr take Notice c^y and fhe as 
Well as Biyfelf was ftartled at their Looks^ which 
flie thought had feme what villainous in them ; 
a;hen, cafiiDg up their Eyes, they difeovcued ou( 
Approach', they feemed (urprifed and ftifted their 
Ground, I followed them with my Eyes till I 
had quite loft Sight of them^ Whetlier or no our 
Knowledge of his Difpofition, or the Conjectures 
We had formed of his foregoing Guil^, worked op 
our Terror, I can't juftly tell ; but, in Aort, we 
had Reafon to think he was meditating no Good^ 
t had Pfcfence of Mind enough to conceal my owtl 
iPears, and lo calm the Tumults of my Louifi^ 
Breafti who was perfeAly put into a trembling Pit 
1>y her Prefagement of fome finifter Defign againft 
6ur Quiet. At Supper, wher6 he was prefent, I 
eyed him with more fixed Attention than uTual, 
and thought T perceived a vifible Confufioh and 
Trouble in his Countenance, which h^ firi^e to 
eonceal, but was forced to leave the Rooiii abrupt- 
ly. That Night, Sir Wulur being engaged at a 
Friend's Houfe, I had an Opportunity of fpending 
inttrely with my Angel ; and, amongft other Dif^ 
courfe, equally produdive of fucb Difeovertes of 
the Knowledge and Reading, as aflonifbed me, I 
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ventured to a(k her, whether flie was fo rigidly 
bigotted to the Dodfaines erf* the Roman Catholic 
Faitbf as to admit of no Salvation out of the Pale 
of that Church i Let me treafure up for ever the 
remarkable Anfwer of this divine Creature ! I ex- 
peded, my dear Thompfon^ that fome Time or o- 
ther we (hould fall upon this Difcourfe, and am pre- 
pared to refolve you of my Opinions i that 1 am 
not bigotted, you might have learnt from your 
dear Mother, as I have conftantly for feveral 
Years paft joined in the public Worihip«at our Pa- 
rilh Church, where I have been greatly edified by 
the excellent Difcourfes of your Father. As to this 
or that Mode of Worfhip, I think every one ought 
to be allowed to follow the Dilates of Confdence; 
but I muft own the Simplicity of the Church of 
England^ in her Rites and Dodrines, feems more 
agreeable to Scripture, than any other I have con* 
fidered; and my Retirement in the Country, and 
the Method of my Education 9 under a worthy Mo- 
ther, of large and charitable Notions, gave me, 
together with a proper Choice of Books, which (he 
left behind her, and the Ufe of a much better Col- 
ledion of your Father's, which I had the Liberty 
to fend for any Book from, an Opportunity of 
turning my Thoughts to thofe Things, more than 
is common for one of my tender Sex. A Prieft 
of the Roman Church ufed to vifit our Family, but 

l^as foon diigufted at our converfing fo much 
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with Hereiicsy as be called theoi ; but th^ Truth 
was, becaufe we did not make him the Repofitory 
of our Secrets, and ad implicitly by his Diredions. 
Two Things, amoogft thofe of that Perfuafion, 
Ihock me more than any Thing elfe, not that I 
believe all the Stories that are told in our Books of 
Martyrology, which ve the Spirit of Perfecution, 
and their Maxim, Thai no Faith is to be kept with 
Heretics.-^ln Contradi<flion to which, I'll ftick 
to what was faid by the great Mr, Pope, another 
Roman Catholic J orsLchzilidble allowing Spirit, in one 
of his Lettcrsi and, if I remember right, his Words 
arc thefe : ** Fire and Sword, and Fire and Faggot, 
are equally my Averjion ; / pray for different SfiSis 
and different Parties, with the fame Sincerity I pray 
for myfelf', I think to be a Lover of my Country is a 
glorious Elogy, but that it is a much greater to be a 
Lover of Mankind,** And I believe the Almighty 
efieems no particular Opinions in Comparifon to 
the truly good Man, who may be faid to be a Chri- 
ftian at large. As Things are managed at prefent 
by the Advocates on every Side of the Quefiion, 
Religion feems to have the lead Share in their Re* 
fearches, which is a Thing I imagine quite fimple, 
and her Duties comprized, according to our Savi- 
our himfelf, in a very few Words 3 but, alas 1 tho' 
ihe is, as Rowe fays, 
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Diviluy pun tmijk^kfnm sB Ahs^ 

th^ Obji& tftbnr Fauinf 

1 flood amazjed at the Penetration of my excellent 
Miftrefs, and the J^dgment (be (hewed ^ and the 
Facility (be fpoke with^ upon P^ts of fa puzzled 
and abflrufe a Nature^ 


CHAP. XX4V. 

Mr. Diaper receives Leners from bis Father^ 
with a ILetitr inctofid fr$m Prig. -^Oi/i 
AMunt 0f Specvilift. — News arrives frtm 
Archer and SttaLrplcy.— Unhappy End of 
JAr. Profody. — Bis t)ifcdur/€ with bis 
Mother^ in Relation to Louifa. — He re- 
ceives a Letter of Caution, fy an wfknowm 
Hand. 

•'^Ip W A iS with the btmofl £)iftculty t prevailed 
•** on mylklf to leave my blifsful Abode, and 
to comply Vrith the ripened Requefts of my Friend, 
t6 return tb ftiy Fath^*s j which, however, at 
length, t W^ obliged to do, taking the moft ten- 
der Adieu of the Charmer of my Soul ! Whca 
I came Home, every one rejoiced at the Vivacity, 
liind li^Iy Spirit, I brcVught with me ; all being 
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eafy within^ and^ tho great Bufinefe of Love fettled 

upon fo uneXpetSedly happy a Footiiig, I indulged 

all the Jollity and Mirth of my Soul. My Friend^ 

to Whom I imparted all that had pafied, eongra^ 

tiilated ilie in the iincereft Manner $ and noW^ fays 

he, I don't doubt, iDy J^j but we ihftll be b6th 

extremely happy, and may promife Ourfelves a 

JLife of conftant Felicity, which I hope will be 

fpent, for the future Part of it, in a Harmony 

and Cordiality between us, equal to that we have 

maintained hitherto in the Pirfi$ our Joys, our 

Griefs, mutual and the fame: Ah! how blind 

a little flattering Sutceft. itnders unhappy Mortals 

to the Strokes of ill Fortune, that they are every 

Minute likble to, and which burft the airy Bubbles 

of their delufite, deceitfol Expectations ! 

A Day or two after my Arrival, Mr. Diaper 

a Packet of Letters from LmJony by the 

of whkb we i«imediate]y knew it 

to be fiom my Mafter, who hsid not wrote to either 

of us btfett) tho' my Father atid he had con- 

ftandy eorrel^obded ^ gittng, iA a R^^on for it, 

Aa» Ae would Ml difliirb the ytn^ng People in their 

Dlveifions^ by giving tftem the Trouble to write ; 

Aotwithftstfiding which) we h^ frequently paid our 

Dutiei both to him and my Mifirefs. I was alarmed 

at this, greiitly ftariiig it was a Summons of us up 

to Towtii und nothing couM at prefent huve 

grieved me more thto Abfence frotn my Lmiijh. 
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Upoa opening it, there was a Letter for Mr. Diaper:, 
and one for me, from bis Father, and another <li- 
reAed to us both, which I difcovered in an In- 
ftant to be from Mr. Prig^ Both our Letters from 
my dear and worthy Mafter were full of Atk&\oa 
to me, as well as his Son; but we were extremely 
ibocked, when we underftood that Mr. Traffic^ a 
Merchant at Brijlol^ had failed, whereby, at the 
loweft Computation, he was become Lofer above 
tflirelve Thoufand Ppunds- In relating this Cir- 
cumftance he had faid all that a Man of $enfe, and 
a Chriiii^n, who was acquainted with the unfore- 
feen Accidents of Life, could fay to itooderate his 
Son's Affliction ; but it was a Blow he could hardly 
bear with Fortitude, as it in fome Degree difco»- 
certed the Schemes, of Ha ppinefs be had fotrmed for 
himfeif with the lovely ^Mifs Btlhnr\%Xi ffaort, tbo' 
it was but a Trifle, when weighed agaiiift my 
Matter's other PoiTeffions, 'twa^ a Lofs that coul^ 
not but be very heavily felt, and would^ of Con- 
fbquence, oblige us to retrench our extenfive Deal- 
ings within a narrower Compafs* I was not with- 
out my Share of Concern for myfelf alfo, that i$ 
io natural, as I knew it would render it moredif- 
fici^It for my Friend to bring me into a Share of 
the Bufinefs, which, on Account of my Preten- 
lions to Louifaj I was become more and more de- 
firous of: However, as there was no Remedy, 
we gave Ear to the confoling Arguments of my 
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Father,' who reprefented Things to us in a moft. 
philofophicsj and reafonable Light, and convinced 
us of the Error and Folly of laying fuch unavoid^ 
able Misfortunes to Heart. My Mafter concluded, 
that he found our Prefence very neoeflary, as he, 
or one of us, muft go down to Brijiol^ and gave 
us an Order to prepare for our Return to hundm 
in three Weeks, or a Month at fartheft. The 
Letter from Prig was as follows ; 

DearFriends, 

TH P' I reflcft with Pleadire upon the Enjoy- 
ments you participate of in Torkjbirt^ and 
am ideally a Sharer in every Satisfaction you feel ; 
yet I am more pleafed, in underftanding that your 
Pirincipal has fent you an Habeas Corpusy to remove 
jour Bodies up to Loiubn, which has been to me a 
dull and lifelefs Place, ever fincc your Abfence; 
Mr. Diaper (to whofe Reconmiendations I muffc 
own myfelf very much obliged for a great Increafe 
. of Pradlce) has made fo thorough a Convert of me, 
that my former Companions yield me no Delight 3^ 
and the Ways I formerly purfued are grown dull 
and infipid ; and let me aflure you, I h^ve not 
kicked a Watchman,, bilked a Bawdy- houfe, or 
fnored at Tom King^s^ for above thefe two Months 
pad. What the Devil can you find fo agreeable 
amongft the Ttkis of Torkjhire^ .to detain you fo 
k)ng from your Friends ; Are purling Streams, ro- 
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ftW»Bbfrtrs» Allow Lki^s, find psiinted Mead^,. 
Ait>nger Ch&rms tham v^ c^n procure to emertain* 
ydu ? For Shame fake hade away, and join ui i^ 
fef fttyTake do ^ atid let me fingr ^ ^ Fiietid ot 
wtAte once did^ with a Rttle Alteration : ' 

Torkfljin^ tho' full of wanton Glee, 
Our opening Pleafures vye with thee; 
Thy barren Wilds the Stupid pleafe. 
But Mufick v/afbles thro' our Trees :- 
See Ranelagby and fee FauxbaU^ 
The joyous Glafs, the fprightly Ba][$ 
Cotnejoin and qualFthe fparklingfibwl. 
Which r^ifesy mend^, and fires the SouL 

Your offtBUnati Fri^nd^ 

P. S. Thfe itioft extraordinary Piece of Newd- 
I can feftd yoir^ Is, that that Man of moral Rcc- 
fitiide, Phrlofopher SpuuUJl^ has been caft iir 
iooo/. Damages, for ctitnihal Converfation with 
the Wife of a Bofom Friend ; and, on Non-pay- 
ment, has hccn obliged to go to the Fteet-Prifon. 

We could not help fmiling at our Friend Prig\ 
concife and Loionk Epiftle, and his Dafh of 
Poetry, whkh exa(£Hy fpofce the Temper of the 
Man ; and that, together with the Arrival of our 
Friends Archer and Sharpky^ contributed to expet 
the Gloom that had overfpread our Minds. They 
had each of them received a Letter from his Sony 
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wbidi thejr dominunicaXid to ut^ Tarn Ardkr 
y^nt tm with great Sucoeft tn his mercaotilc Em^ 
pioj^ment ; snd poor J»ci Sktnf/^imd met with a 
great mmy Mithrtunes upon hi9 Scatioo ; but by 
the Dettfa of the Capdun, »d aB the fihrte Lieu- 
tenaacs, had lecdf ed the Gemmiffioa of Third 
Lievtenant, which fdl (o. him bjr Rotation^ and 
had been oonfirmed ftich by the Lords of the M-* 
mawhyi they were both in fpod Health, which 
eould not fail to commimicate a great deal of Plea* 
Aire to me, and naturally led tne, whkh I hftd never 
thoaghtJ|l before, toenipnre after our old Matter 
Mu Pttfrij^ who I found had been dead near 
two Years, and that fail Wife died a Year 
before him : His Death was occafioned by a flog- 
ging Bout, whicii he too unmeicifuliy befiowed 
ttpon the PoAeriors of a Gentleinan'ii Scxi, who^ ini 
Reaenge^ had hanraflfed him for his Nonjuring 
Priad^, to fach a Degree, tliat, upon refuting 
the Oaths, he was prohibited by the ArchbiihofI 
from teaching a public School, and died of *a broken 
Heart, leaving above 1500/. to his Daughter^ 
Mrs. HMrrmfy who fiiU was living, and wtll, with 
her Hu(band« My two old Companions bad men* 
ttoned me with (6 mach Afiie^on in their Letters^ 
that I thought myfelf obliged to fit down to write 
to them I which I did accordingly, and committed 
my Epiftles to the Care of theii Fathers^ to be fent 
with theirs. 
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My dear Mother, one M<Mrniiig^ taking me into^ 
her Clofet, began^ in a rallying Way, to inquire 
after Mi& Lom/oj and into the Particulars of our 
Correfpondence. I was too much convinced of 
her Prudaice and AfilsSion, and her Regard to< 
that amiable Lady^.to make a Secoet to her of the 
Pfogrefit I had made in my Love, and the happy 
Situation my Heart was- in ; mingling my Account^ 
with fuch Encomiums upon the Obje£t of my Ado-, 
mtion, and fuch involuntary Raptures, and Ele- 
vation of J£xpreffion, that (he could not help per-^ 
eetiring how nearly I was aflFe£led widi^what I 
ffiUL The Thoughts^ tW diftaik, of this Alliance^ 
glSe'hef ^^quifite Pleafure $ and tho' (he gave me 
many Cailtidn^: to moderate my extravagant and 
dver^beafing Tumults of Sou], yet (he concluded 
in SiSCmng me, that the dear Creature had fuch 
jftift 'Notions, and fo flncere a Regard to what- 
ever file faid, that no human Means were ever 
Mcely to difturb our Union, and, no doubt, Pro* 
vidence had determined we (hould be happy in 
each other. She knew toa well the Delicacy of 
my Father^s Temper, to need any Injun&ions to 
keep the Matter a Secret from him i and promifed 
<ne, that in my^ Abfence at London (he would en- 
deavour more and more to cultivate the good 
Opinion and Efteem that Loui/a had conceived of 
me : I embraced the excellent Woman with un- 
feigned Tranfport)^ and methought this Confidence, 

Ihad 
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TJiAd repofed in her, made her more my Mothes 
tban (he was before. 

« 

When we came down Stairs,^ a Letter was 
given me, which had been left by a Countryman.; 
the DireSion was almoft unintelligible,, but, open- 
ing it, I found it U> this £ffed: 

SuR, 

T Give youe thefe Notis to take Caree of youer 
•* Selfe, for Squier Rube has refolved to ha youer 
Baits Bloud, and. I am^oneof thouie hir'd to dif^ 
patch you|f and you may be fure, if you can bee 
catch'd, you will note ifcap, as yoa did the Ti 
a£br. I honor youer Faather,. which is j^ 
of thefe Notis 

Frcm your Wcllwijber^ 

A. B. 
Befure alwayes to go well armud. 

- This Advice ftartled me, as it convinced me 
that this ba(c and cowardly Wretch had refolved 
to get rid of me, one Way or other; and 1 com- 
municated it to. Mr. DiapiKy who determined i 
Ihould never go to Sir fTaber'Sy without him in my 
Company, and both well armed ; upon Confide- 
ration, we refolved not to difcover the Matter to 
that Gentleman, till we could, by fome Accident 
or other, get one of his Emiflaries into our Hands^ 
to confront him) as he was fo much beloved by 

him:. 
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him: Wd dcpterfcd thfe Unbppinefe he was under 

to be fo blinded to his wicked Difpofition, as to 
entert^irt a Thought of (kcrifiting his 6xce]Ient 
Daogbter to fo perFeAIy brutal a Vill&ii^. I fhotild 
nave fotighthim out In the firft Motiofis of my 
Rage, and, upon hi^ declining a fair Combat, have 
pinned him to the Earth, had not my Friend te- 
prefented the Imprudence of fuch a Refolutioo,^ 
which obliged me to defift. 


CHAP. XXV. 

Sir Walter furprifts^ the two Lovers.— Hi f 
Behaviour thereof. — Is forbid the Houfe, 
'■^They correfpnd hy Letter. — Their Cor- 
refpondence dif covered. — Her Woman dif- 
charged. — She it privately ionveyeJ away. 

ICommuftitated the fofegoing Letter the next 
Day to my Loui/a; and, at the fame Time, 
informed her, that I muft be torn from *aB the 
Pleafure 1 enjoyed in her loved Society, for feme 
Time ; giving her an Account of the Reafons fof 
bur unexpeSed Departure from T0rk/hirs:^Sht eon- 
doled with my Friend in his Lofs; but faid fo manjf 
inlpiring Things to comfort him, that Gfief ftjon 
fled, being driven away by the Influence of her per- 
fuafive Eloquence and enlivening Smiles. • When 

he 


|e bad lat "with us feme Time, ht retired t6 feeit 
Mr* Siorfifj^ who iuul aUb accompanied m, pro* 
oiifiag 10 call for mc lA the Evening. My Lmfm 
was greatly pleafed ivkh tkt Prccautime I toA to 
bring my Friend with me, and infified I fhould 
never come there, or go any where elfe, without 
bim : Mean and low defigning Men, Ays ihe, 
are more artful than a Man of a generous Spirit 
will permit himfelf to become, even for his own 
Safety; and no Wretch fo low, but may, on» 
Time or olh^f) find an Opportunity to wreck his 
Malice and Ill-will on the Perfon he hates. Her 
Apprebenfions caft her into fo profound a Melan- 
choly, that I was alarmed, and blamed myfelf for 
giving her fo much Pain, by letting her into the 
Secret of the Letter ; it even operated fo far, as 
to draw a Shower of Tears from her (air £yer: 
I clafped her tenderly in my Arm^, and ibe re- 
clined her lovely Face upon my Shoulder, whiift 
I endeavoured, with my utmoft Art, to footh her 
fbrboding Fears. Juft as we were in this Pofture, 
unluckily Sir IVaikir opened the Door of the Room,, 
with fuch Suddennefs, that we could not adjuft 
ourfdves, before he had taken a full View of our 
Attitude \ and, after a filent Look of Indignation, 
returned the Way he came. I muQ own I was 
never in difcompofed in my Life, and my charming 
Mtftreft trembled from Head to Foot : We knew 
hk obftinatCy over-bearing, refolute Temper toa 
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wdl, to doubt the Coniequenccs of thb Difcovery ^ 
and our Apprthenfions were not permitted to have 
a long Scope, for, in leTs dian twenty Minutes, a 
Footman brought me this fhort Note ; 

• : 

Sir, 

AFTER what T hare juft beheld, you will 
not think it firange that I defire you forth* 
with to depart my Houfe, and never to enter my 
Doors again. 

Walter Rich. 

In the Condition T was, I hardly knew what I 
did i but, to gain a few Minutes Time for Reflec- 
tion, I wrote the following Anfwer: 

. Dear Sir, 

I Beg the Favour to be introduced to you, and 
that you would indulge me with two or three 
Words in my Defence; you may think me to 
blame, when, really, I am far from any Defign to 
difturb your Peace, but would rather lofe my Life, 
than caufe fo kind and good a Friend a Moment*^ 
Uneafinefs. lam^ 5/r, 

Tour mofi affeSihnaie humble Servant^ 

Jos. Thompson. 

The Footman tolJ me, with great Concern, 
that his Mafter and the 'Squire were together, and 
that he never faw him in fo great a P^ffion before 

Loid^ 
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IjOrd, Sir, fays the Fellow, very innocently, I 
hope you are not going to iigbt; we all love you, 
and ho(>e no Mifchief will happen between you 
and Mailer. Whilft he was gone, Louifa told me 
Ihe believed it would be in vain to drive to brrng 
hiiti to Reafon at prefent, and advifed me to go; 
the rather, as ihe hoped ray Abfence, and what 
ihe bad to fay to him, would calm his Rage; but, 
let what will happen, Fidele (that was the Name 
of her Maid) (hall bring you a -Line To-morrow, 
if ibe can without Sufpidon : Depend upon it, 
added the lovely Creature, , I will nevi^r forfeit mf 
Vow. I was going to return her ihy Adcnow- 
ledgments, in the tendered Manner^ when the 
Footman returned, with another written Meflage^ 
tothisEflFea: 

** I would have you quit thefe Territories this 
*• Minute, for I can't' anfwer for it elfe, 
^' that I may not ad fomewhat towards 
<< you that would violate the common 
<( Rights of Hofpitality ; Hofpitality did I 
<' fay, nothing of that Kind is due to a 
- <V Deceiver, an Hypocrite, and a Villain. 

^^ IV. r:' 

Finding it in vain to perfift, I took a tender 
Adieu of my heavenly Lcui/a ; and we both ming- 
kd our Tears together, apprehenfive of what 
we had to go thro', which filled my Soul witb 

4 gloomy T(ain of horrid Ideas. 

I defired 
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^ I defircd the fame Footman to itVivtf bim tht» 
Anrwtr^ however, which was all ih% DiftuAion t 
was under would fufFer me td write : 

Sir, 

YOU are certaiAly feduced td your own Uii« 
happinefs, by the falfe and malicious Infinaa^ 
tk>at of that bafe Wretch your Nephew, who haa, 
for what Reafon I cannot tell, eten attacked Oiy 
Life by Ruffians^ and is meditating another £it^ 
ploit of the famt Kind. B^li^ve tne. Sir, your 
excellent Daughter his done nothing contrary t9 
theRule^ of Prudence and Virtue, Dif^&retion an4 
Duty I And you will find yoU have greatly wronged 

Ttx^ ajfkiUnau humHe 6irodnu 

Jos* 


A S. Ih(5pe, Sir, Iftwtyfef th«Sak6 ofyoi^r 
<)wn Pesict of Mind, when yoilr Paftofi t§ a little 

abated, you will hear what I have tb fty. What 
I have hinted about your Kinfmih ! am ^ady at 
ihy Time to prove. ' . ' 

Oh ! . what Pai^s I fliflbred af tbfe eruel Pe- 
riod, the Source to me of fo many fucceeding 

Misfonuties ; a thoufartd Times I was neat Inly- 
ing violcht Hands upon myfelf for my Indif- 

cretibn, and then again I excufed ftiyrelfbythe 
Confidcration, that I thought Sir J^tibit Abroad 
as well as his Daughter,, he having left Word, he 

fhould 
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Ihould not returh till Evening^ whkh was the ( 
Keafon we were caught in fo unguarded a Man-^ 
B€t : Thence I could not htlp refle£Hng, that hit . 
ikying he fbould be out fo long was only a Feint^ 
in order to furpriife us, the Source of which I im«> 
mediately concluded to be the '5f ufrr. I was in an 
hundred Minds to return and take fpeedy Ven-« 
geance on htm, or die in the Atten^pt j but then the 
Thoughts of my Louifa^s Difpleafur^ checked thd 
lafliDefign, and the Danger of farther irritating 
her Father againft her« Wretch, that I was, X 
could Hot help exclaiming, to imagine Heavett 
would be propitious to nae, fiained with the Guilt 
of a thoufand Crimes and Enormities ( Could I 
think that it had deftihed me fo m\kh Perfe^ion^ 
without throwing innumerable Difficulties and Dif« 
couragements in my Way« «i a juft Paniflnnent 
for my PrefumptioD I No^ I fee plainly this is only 
a TaHe of the Miferies it has in Referve for me. 

When I got Honae^ I ent^ ed privately, and 
threw myfelf all bathed in Tears upon my Bed» 
where I gave full Play to the Melancholy and Dif- 
traSion of my Brcaft, till my very Brain became 
difordered ; and God knows bow far my Defpera- 
tion would have carried me, but for my Friend^ 
who accidentally came thro^ my Apartment, which 
^as th^ Way to bis own* If he was ftirprifed to 
fee me at Homt fo fooa, he was much more amaz-^ 
fd to fee lihe Conditba I was in, and with great 

PrecipitatioQi 
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Precipitation demanded theReafon of the Extra- 
vagancies he heard and faw me guilty of; which 
when I had acquainted him with^ he fympathifed 
|¥ith me, on this unlucky Misfortune, in a truly 
fenCble Manner ; but put me in Mind of the Folly 
of refigning royfelf to frnitlefs and unavailing CoitY* 
plaints and Tears ; that I ought to wait with Pati- 
ence till I heard from Louifa ; and that poflibly 
from her Intelligence Ways might be thought of 
to bring Sir ff^abcr into a better Temper, and, hy 
expofing the Villainy of his Nephew, open his 
Eyes to all the Abfordities he was guilty of, in fa 
fteadily perfifting to bring about what would ren^ 
der his amiable Daughter h infinitely and woeRilIy 
wretched, I became fomewhat ealmer at thefe en* 
couragtng Words, and compofed myfelf, as well 
as I could, in Expedation of hearing from the Idof 
of my Soul, counting every Moment an Age til! 
I was convinced of her Welfare and Safety. At 
length Fidek arrived, and brought me a Letter from 
my Angel, which I kiHed with Tranfport; and 
hugged the poor Girl in a joyful Manner, over and 
over again, and thought I had great Reafon to be 
Comforted^ when I found the Contents as follow: 

SlR,^ 

AFTER you left the Houfe, my Father cal- 
led me into his Chamber, and, with lefs Paf- 
Soa than I expe£led, taxed me with indulging ao 

Affedioiv 


of Jos, Thompsow. 237 

Afft&ioBrfor you, wfaich:croiIed all his Meafures; 
iiiveighed agatnft you in the bittereft Manner, and 
commanded me never to think of or ipealc to yoa 
more. In the bcft Terms I could (tho* I was 
greatly concerned and frightened) I endeavoured 
to moderate his Sufpicions ; but my Sincerity, and 
the Regard I pay to Truth, would not fufFer me 
to deny the Impreffions I had received in your Fa- 
vour, tho* at the fame Time I aflured him I woulil 
never think of you in a Way he fhould difapprove, 
or enter into any farther Engagements with you 
than were perfe£tly innocent. This raifed his Fury 
to a Pitch that made me tremble ; and he told 
me, that he intended I fbouM have a Regard only 
to his Nomination, and commanded me to look 
upon my Couiin, as a Man he was refolvcd to 
make my Hu(band very /hortly. I fell on my 
Knees, and vowed I could not entertain the moil 
diftant Idea of the Wretch he mentioned with 
Patience,^ and found my Poflure and the Tears I 
(bed had fomewhat moved him ; and, taking Ad- 
vantage of the lucky Moment, drew from him a 
Promife never to force my Hand whtre I could not 
beftow my Heart, I protefting I would not marry 
another than he (hould approve. He, however, 
firmly perfified in his Refolves, that I (hould ne- 
ver correfpond or fpeak to you, to which, alas ! 
I gave a filent Approbation, on Pain of being de- 
nied the little Liberties I enjoy. Ah, Mr. Thimp- 


«38 ^^ L'ifc and Advcntyreft 

ffu^ what a Situation am I in, divided flitia, he^ 
tweet) L^ve and Duty ? Yet tet me oifiait nAke a&> 
fiiP9 yDu» that you^ and only you^ can, orfhsll^ 
^mfloy tbei Thoiighta of 

IhiP Louisa* 

Oh ! how ly raptured, )»(rf d tbe deaf Name, that 
itibfcribed thefe tcndcF^ fei^fible, and moving Lin^^ 
^nd wrote with great HaAe this Anfw^r, whicll 
fidele immediately returned with to her Lady : 

D ear ejl and moft amiable Cr£ATUR£, 

WHAT Miferies I have fuffcred to this blifs- 
ful Moment, in which you fo generoufly 
repeat your Vows of Confiancy and Affe£lion, 
Words are too fainl to defcribe! Ah> charming 
L^uifa^ can (here be greater Torment to a Man 
that loves as I do, than to be denied the Happinefi 
of feeing and converting with the adorable Objefi 
of his Paffion f The Torments, that the Damned 
are faid to undergo^ is a feeling Conlcioufnefs of 
the Joys and ineffable Delights of the BleiTed, and 
a Privation of the Participation of thofe Joys for 
ever, which (b ftrongly is working in their Ideas* 
Where, alas! now are the improving Pleafures 
diat flowed over my Soul, when I heard my Z»a- 
ifa^z heavenly Accents, her melodious, mdting 
Strains ? Oh, I am tortured, even to Madnefs, at 
the painful Refledion of being deprived of thy 
Sighti wkhout Hope of returning to it again I But 

fure. 
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fUre, If^veo, who rouft bp propiyaus tp fo puft 

^n IrQ9ge of ity own fqrf^dion^, will ^t length 

MQQQri tp (hy Wifii^s, und m^ke tkfe b^ppy a« 

thy Virtues ^nd Gpodnefs detcrve. My lovely 

Fair, pr^ferve Ch^ Rei^eml^rdnci^ of ific in your 

Mind) till I can foine Wgy or ochar fipd 9 Way ta 

ffioth your crvel F^lusr^s reiendefs R^ge ; s|nd let 

que, at leaft in this endearing Manner, frequently 

^pnverfe with my all of ffappineft I e'er defire. The 

I>iftra£liop of pny Mind U too great fo write mora 

4iftUiSly % but believe I am ever thy qao(1 tender, 

f4it.hful, luid ^t^rnaUy ^oaft^nt Adorer, wbilft I 

^iui fubicribe tb? N^me of 

Joseph Thompsok, 

I peftered Fidek with an hundred Queftions, whilft 

I was writing, breaking off and writing again, every 

Minute, with fuch fudden Starts of Joy and Move«^ 

meots of Sorrow, that die faithful Creature was 

iffnEUd, even to Tears, and begged me, for her 

Lady's Sake, to be more compoiiid and calm, 

wRich I pfsomifed her I would. I was bow ever, 

in Private, pouring out my Complainis, ai)d fet-* 

ting forth my Paffioa to the Objedt of my Wi/hca, 

Fideli had foarce Tiyne to dp any Thing elfe tban 

to carry our Mefiages and (.etters to each other, 

which flio did with (6 much Willingnefs and Af« 

fsdion, that the Pfefents I forced upon her, and 

which ihe ever mfdcfily would have declined ac<> 

ccpting, 
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ceptingt were but a poor Reward for her Labours ^ 
tho' her Lady alfo, whom (he had been brought up 
with, was profufcly generous and grateful to her. 
Our Intercourfe was carried ofi thus for fome Days 
Without Interruption, and I received fre(h Proofs of 
the Confideration this delightful Wo/iian had for 
me ; her Letters were filled with fuch exalted Sen- 
timents, fuch refined Notions of Things, that 
my Admiration was almoft equal to my Love, and 
I died with languifliihg Defires to fee her : This 
diftant Way of converfing only ferved to heighten 
thefe Longings ; but I foon was robbed of even 
this remaining Confolation, this only Refuge from 
Defpair ; and one fatal Moment involved me in a 
Series of Miferies that were dreadfully fevere. 
The 'Squire, whofe Sufpicions made him ever 
watchful, and who. was quite incenfed at the total 
Lc^ of the Favour of Louifdy who would never 
fit a Moment with him but when her Father was 
in Company, and gave him every Day frefli Marks 
of her Deteftation and Abhorrence, could not fail 
to obferve the frequent Journies Fideh made from 
Home, and, imparting his SurmiiS» Co Sir Waber 
that (he brought and carried Letters to and from 
his Daughter and me, they agreed to watch her 
Motions more narrowly \ and one Evening, in her 
Return, they forcibly infpefted her Pockets, and 
found a Letter from me, full of the Expreffions of 
my Love and Gratitude to my Charmer for her 

Kindne/s 
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Kindnefs and Senfibility of my Sufferings ; which 
having read, Sir fVabtr loaded his Daughter with 
Reproaches and cruel Upbraidings, and even went 
fo far in his Fury, as to vow Revenge upon her 
Afinioriy as he called me, where-ever he found me; 
and iqfimediately, notwithftanding all her Tears 
and Supplications, turned FideU out of his H ufe, 
who came to me in the utmoft Agony and Dif- 
tra£lion, at being thus forced to leave her dear 
Mi(}refs. It was now that my Rage exceeded all 
Bounds ; I raved and tore in fo violent a Manner, 
that my Friend could not abate by all his kind Lef- 
fons of Advice and Caution. I determined to feek 
this Villain, this Bane to my future ExpeAations, 
and facrifice'him to the Injuries of my Louija; and 
accordingly was going to put my Defign in Execu- 
tion, having got over two or three Fields on my 
Way to Sir fFalter'Sj armed with a Pairof Piftols, 
one of which I refolved he fbould make Choice of^ 
or I'd put him to Death without Mercy, when I 
was accofted by a Footman, whom t knew to be Sir 
Walier% and who in a trembling Manner gave 
oie this Billet : 

Db AR S1R9 

IHave juft Time to fend you Word by thiscom- 
paffionate Domeftic, that I am now going to 
l« conveyed to my Aunts in Somerfetjhirey the 
Coach waiting at the Gate for that Purpofe.— ^ 
Vol. L M Heavens, 
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Heavens, what Outrages have I endured ! But, be 

Aire you behave with Prudence, and don't fufFer 

yourfelf to be tranfported to any Rafhnefs, for, 

tlepend upon it, nothing fhall ever force me to be 

i)lher than your 

Lou I SA. 

< I (tar my Tears have rendered this Scroll unintel^ 
ligible; — take Care of my poor Fidtle^ and hope 
liappier Moments. 


CHAP. XXVL 

He purfues after her. — Meets ^S^ire Rich.--' 
Hares bim ta Combat^ wbiebhtCoxxmrd-like 

. refufes.'T^Pnpares to pwiifh him^ but he e- 
f capes. — Is overtaken. — He fires at bim^ and 
brings 'bim dnwn.'-^Js knocked dffhis Horfe 
by one of the* Squire's Attendants bimfelf — 
Found by certain Paffengers in a bloody Con- 
di lion j who convey him to their Houfe in 
their Chariot. — Is known by a Lady^ whom 
be in vain endeavours to recoUeH. 

MY Rage, notwithftandrng .thefe InJMnfiioos 
of my Louifa^ was too great for ExprejQion, 
^and choakcd up my Voice, and my Breaft fwelkd 
with boiling Choler : I juift had Patience .to in- 
quire if the Coach was gone, which he .refolved 

xne 
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me in tlie Ajpirotativet .^nd fo ,alk .which ,Ra»d it 

jiad (aliens which J np fponer yn^erfiop^t 4h^ 

... . ... ,^ 

;withpqt .a /ingl^ .^^ovd .miore I re^ufi}^ ^^9PV^ 
^nd nocenterin^ th^^Hojuife toJj^k^f^ mj^nei^^ 
or poor fi4f/<^.I/4ddled4ny,I;Iprfe,aud3jJKiopntii}gj 
gallopgd the Way jl ^fl .tipqnjdipea*;^ ;l?l¥^fl« 
jiothing but.Re;vei>ge.a<wl;BlpQdihe4« whilft.Tea^ 
jDf Grief and hk^i Aogui(h ^r^n fpifp^^fuUy dpv^li 
jny Cheehs. I iqdc wi|h. i?n iUip( Sp^^djfDj^ Wof ft> 
icgs wojuld pcrcnit for.jwo pr-fhf^e^ljlpfjrsi wiipa 
J beard the Tr^d)of Horf^ssp ^d^ tp ;tiy inexpreffi- 
.hie Delight, fooaddtried the 'Sfluire an.d^t^o ^t- 
lendants, who were returning back with gr^sft Exr 
pe^itjpn ipx.foafcwk^v they ,4i^4 (orgot to take ia 
jtl^ HMTty. I drejv^^ iPiftol .^«i ^fixy ^ypliier^ 

p;jd Cj;offipj5. the Jlo»d» yfhi^h w^$ifi«t very h;oa4» 
itaod prep^ed ,^o ^e|ard his'£ircber,Progre& ; an4 
he; no.fooper i)iw..me> than he ilo()ppd i3iprt» j»A(1 
turned pale ;it the trem^qus Spe^a^e^ .whilft I 
cried -putjii" ^jU^r\f. difaipunt^ ,^d prq)ai|e to 
tf S^'^ R^/ 5^U5ifjifltiqm for thje injuries you h|yjB 
n 2 = h*%nf ^ h>}pon. «ie.) ^aod ^he w«rthieft ^nd bf fti?f 
*c jCc^u^eSy .ai^l, df^c^re whpre you, /lave carried 
*! the,C^%iinper of my SquI, .or ,tbis.Miaute4s thp 
•y lad IrWillfukSeryoutobrfatbe that Airyp^bav^ 
/^p^iiiined by yqur i^botpriofiis Crimes/' ^Befo^^e 
he.coifld.«f^ll,recQver. hif^felf^to anfwi^j oQe ^f 
.^c.5fI:Y?»|s,,^^iglyvft^fud,of,fV!^^lt A^ght.bappep 
4ft:Wnlfe}f,;feJd,^t:tl^'Squifle wjas not coacet^qd 

M ^ in 
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in the taking away his young Lady, who was a 
great many Miles onwardsj under the Care of Sir 
WabiTy *hd that hfe hopdd I would not do s^ny 
Mifchicf.^ Without attending to what tTie Servant 
faid, I reiterated my Refolution to his /Mafier, 
who,^ gapping Spurs to his Horfe, with a rapid 
Pace rbihed by me, followed by one of the At- 
tendants; which I could riot prevent, but imme- 
•dhtely followed him, and my Horfe,- having the 
"^reatcft Shate df Heels, fooii overtook the flying 
"Enemy, who roared out, for Gois Sake to fpare 
'him^ and hfd be.fny Friend for evir\ but, before 
the Words could well reach my Ears, I fired at 
Vim, and h^ fell from his Horfe ; upon which, en- 
deavouring to difmoUnt, I received from' behind a 
Blow on the SiU^of die Tcniples with the Butt -end 
of an Horfe- Whip," which laid me fenfelefs amongft 
the Horfe's -Feet ; but was foon brought to my- 
fclf, by a Number of Kicks and Blows given with 
a'n'Interitioh'tb deprive me of Life 'by the recover- 
ed *Squire, whofe Fright only had occafiohed his 
Fafl> and who frequently commanded -his Men 
fe ride after my filoi-fe andget the other fif- 
'tbl, for he was refolved to butcher the Dog, be- 
fore he left him. All this I heard diftinflly, till 
a Stroke,' like the firft, ajgain put me into the 
'ft me State as befbrei- How long I might lie mo- 
*tionlefs and^yfeid'td 'aS Senfe of my MfefortuAe?, 
1 cannot polfflilj' determihei but, when I rec6^ 
'• vered 


VtiXpi lAy. &attered Ideas^ the Torture of my Mind, 
the oppreffive Grief of my Soul, v/sls too big for 
V^terance, and only broke Way in Groans, and 
Sighs, and Tears : I ftrove to get upon my Legs, 
tni^ alas ! found myfelf too weak, with Lpfs of 
Blood, and too much bruifed, to attempt it with- 
out Affiflanoe. Thus then 1 lay in Expodation 
fome compaffionate PafTenger might peradventure 
pafs that, Way, and in Charity convey me to fome 
IJoufe where I might get Affiftance to return 
Home. Oh ! how violent was my Di/lradion, 
and what Havock it made on my weakened and 
labouring Faculties ?;Hqw moucnfully the Image pf 
my f^Quifa fioafcfl before my View, in vain im- 
P^Oi»^flg:.lPyw?v?cc§¥^*"^ Affiftance? Then, again, 
the Wretch, who had juft left me in this horrid 
^ndition, called up all the Fiercenefs and Rage 
infpirisd by his numerous Jnjyries and Wickednef- 
fes: Yes, I cried with a faultering'Voice^ no 
Place, tho' ever fo facred, (hall fcreen thee from my 
Refentments; even from the Arms of thy Uncle 
will I drag thee, and infliA upon thee the Death 
thou fo well deferveft, for thy Outrages againft the 
beft and moft lovely of her Sex ! Thefe Thoughts 
gave me Eafe, methought, and allayed my Tor* 
ments, when a Chariot, with fome Domeftics on 
Horfeback, appeared in View ; and I was no fooner 
defcried, than a Gentleman in it, of a Mien that 
commanded Refpe£i, alighted, and, approaching 
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but my Vofce'feilcd rAe; ahd the'^QtfiftlettWhs «-" 
drt-ed his Sfet^ntt* WltM gtcaf Gare f6*pui ifateMirtta^ 
thfe Ghdrite; gi^'*cW DineAi6ris ttt drivtf geittiy 

sfW* vrti'^rc"^fc Arrived hi ib^^Ut arfHfeitf aitd aW IMF, 
^6 fbttfid hfe Ited gotWoittC bcfd^ ta prepare Mat- 
tfefs^ fol- rtf^ Reception; I was tafceti 6ue of the Cha% 
ribtV atid^ carried' up'to Bed; l^ut', sts' I Wai fuppoft-- 
in^ tlkW'the^ IR11\ I teattf a female' Voice, the 
SoiiW* of whlci feenYetf^ ^cV^ ' fiitiHiat to itefy Ealr^,- 
cxdaim, Oh, Htf averts? ^rdb-^Fftt/itis^Ml*. 
Ihon^ottft turhift* m!y ritad aBoM>, btit ffle^L*}y 
ha<r ftifdd€*i^y rtfirtid, teatittjg itteih a^Mdztt of ^oilw- 

jeau^^j whd tMs e(iiJd''b^'wK({yhiirfe3^Fc<ftd fiidt| 
a Concerh, aWiJ^wai fef'we'*^ it!^aihte(KVftB itiy* 
NameWP8rR«v^ ' '• ^' *'- '' ' "• ■- • "^ 




:;: . 


CHAP. 


!,: 


0/ J.Qli TuaMtBSbliKr 24^ 

CHAP. XXVIL 

Tie great Care that is^ kiken of him by th^ 
ftrange Gentleman. — He has a remarkahle 
Dteam whicb operates towards bis Reio- 

. very.^^Underftands who bis generous Bene^ 
faSior is^ who amazes bim^ by acknowledg- 
ing a Fasootar done to bis Lady. 

MY Eyes could only intimate to my gene- 
rous Prcfierver, what a grateful Senfe I en- 
tertained of the Affiduity and Care be (hewed for 
my Safety and Recovery j for, tho' my Senfes were 
entirdy pcrfcd, my Lofs of Blood had been fo 
great, as to deny my Tongue the Exercifeof its 
Office. A SurgeefT Being- ftnt for, he examined 
my Wounds and Bhnles^ and found'them confider- 
able enough to put my Lifb to fome Hazard: 
What hi mott apprefaendtd was, that a Fever 
would enfuc ; and therefore, after he had drefled 
mej he gave ftrid Charge that I (hould be kept as 
calm and compofed as poilible, and that nobody 
(houYd fpeak to me, or engage me to talk, on any 
Account. His Orders were obeyed ; but the Tor- 
ments of my harrafled and diftraded Mind had 
well nigh baffled all his Skill : The Idea of my 
Loui/a^s Lofs, and the Force that might be ufed 
to make her unhappy, with my total Ignorance 

of the Place {he was canied to, on one Hand, and 
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my Rage and Refentment againft the Wretch who 
had ufed me fo barbaroufly, on the' other, allovred 
me not a Moment's Interval of Reft* Ten 
thoufand crude and iodi^efted Schemes I formed 
in my difiorted Imagination, to refcue my Miftrefs^ 
and to punifli my Enemy : Then^ again, the Ab- 
fcnce of my Friend, and the Situation my fuddcii 
and rafh Difappearing would put my Father and 
Mother into, gave me inconceivable Pain. Wearied 
at length with a conftant Succeffion of thefe 
Thoughts, I fell into a Slumber, in which, me* 
thought, I beheld my lovely Maid advancing to 
meet me in a Meadow, diverfiiied on every Side 
with ibe fhining Gifts that Flora bcftows on the 
moft delightful Seafon of the Year : As ive ap- 
proached each other, we difcovered, to our mu- 
tual Surprife, a deep and rapid Stream, which 
our firft Tranfports had hindered us from perceiv- 
ing. Methought we wept at this unexpefted Dif- 
ficulty, and I was going tb plunge myfel^ into the 
Waves, the more fpeedily to embrace the Charmer 
of my Sou), when, with her ufual, placid Smile^ 
fhe rej)refied my Eagernefs, by the following 
Words : Oh I my Ihompfon ! think, with your 
wonted good Senfe and Patience, before you attempt 
fo fatal an A<5lion ; if you fliould meet with Death 
here, in my Sight, think what inftant Mifery I 
ihould be reduced to: Rather let us explore the 
Head of this River, or fearch oh each Side, if, per 
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Chance, we may meet with fqme Bridge or Boat, 
that will give us a Paflage to each other's Embraces. 
I obeyed the fweet Phantom, and, looking up, 
perceived, at a Uttle Dtftance, a imail Barque, 
Which was moored to a Tree, on my Side of the 
Stream, which I made to with the utmoft Joy ; 
and, entering, immedtatdy turned it adrift, and 
prepared to crofs to the other Shore ; which I had 
no fooner reached,- within the Boat's Length, than 
I gave a fudden Spring, in order to get to Land 
the fooner I but mifled my Footing, and fell into 
the Water, whence, when I had got out, ^1 wet 
and tired with the Fatigue I had undergone, I 
had loft the Sight of my Loui/a^ which I began to 
bewail with all the paffionate Geftures and Lan- 
guage that fuch a Difappointment could iw^ire i 
when I heard her Voice calling mie, by Natnevfron^ 
the Bank of the River I had juft left totmeet Jier ; 
Ah! my mudi loved Youth! how unhappy yqsit 
violent Temper makes usl Providence, ever pro? 
pitious to thofe who put their Truft in it, and, 
with Reafon and Csdmneis,. endeavour to attain 
its Bleffings, never favours the rafli aad>.|»affipnat^ 
Murmurs and Attempts df the UntUnktvg.and 
Fool* hardy I How often h^ve you promi/edme to 
accord to my Defires, and, repofing Confidence in 
Ae Truth I have vowed you, wait with Patience 
and Refignation i}>e Difpepfatipns of Heavien ii^ 
our Favour i f^^wei |r^It..is depied me to fiitisfjf 
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otir ardent WMbcs^ tDI ydtf WllerVe with ifiortf 
Tcinperanc«^ and Moderatbft tl^m ym have hi-* 

tkert9 ; y^i at (ehgthy I ma()> M^vt tirtf fhall b# 
bft|»ir7. Herd th^ endeiiing Foiw ditifipwafed 
from my Viow^ and 1 wiktfd'ili M AgDttfcif Offarf 
and S^tCfW: Howarfr, thia Drfeam 6^ a feMlii 
£0ea ui^im iti}r MM, cHai atHa! nt)^ Pl^^iM'9 
SbHl i I k)6lRd vpoti it l» a W^Aktg frdfti AbdV^^ 
ta be left yi6]em ifi my D^fuf^s ; and i^^oUe^ittg 
how vfdl it talKed Wftb what my L964fa ba4 always 
incttkatedy and panicalaily ih h«r tdl m«Iaiidhety 

Ltttar^ I graw Mob (fmipoM I artd^ in tw(^ 6t 

ihrev Days, wa^ foatl^fdd^ as 16 Be AhU to fait 
aAd fit lip^ fA lity Btd# I \tas {^dAigtoe^ ctfrWtB 
t« kAdOP What kind Haiida I ffad /aHen ifrto, and 
pai tiotdarly whd tbtf IMy might b«^ WRo^ Ilad ex^ 
{mfied beyfetf'wkli fo ttiich (ctedliDg Emotiotiat 
tlw^ight of ma4 I bad fk&i do F'^rHalie fioctt I 
tta^/betn ihera^ bUt a^tUcfiy lilttrofi) trho #ts 
my Niirfe } and the Gtimlenao^ ivlio feeased more 
ihan ocdinarily kndcr df tne^ wat very cautions 
hd\V he fpoke t6 me^ fev Pear^ giving the any 
iMfiurk«iflK^ Lhow iiimmed t6 ^fk'tbd go^id W<k 
hmi^^wf /^mndamv <be Ns^m^^ my BdnefaSor ; 
^bich'ihe fatisfied me ii^ by Utitin^ me know 
it ^8i ^Squire GoddMlf ai^ tb» Ms S^at^ vrhere 
I then Was, was called i!ife»«^ GhfifiiuA ; by whkh 

« 

I uHderftood, for I had before hearts of the F^iuilyy 

ihaft i W&9 aboot tftifty^fia Miles ffom my Father'jH 
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iKbitfaot I ddennined the next Day to get a Mef- 
fage earned to Mr. Diaper. The next Mornbg^ 
viheB Mr. GoodunU oune ia ta fee mt» be found 
me ufi and fitting by the pfie^fide: He eiqprefied 
fome Apprehenfion that I had got up too foon, and 
then congratulated my Recovery, in the moft po- 
lite and good-natured Terms. I returned my 
Xhanks for the various Inftanccs I bad experienced 
of his Goodnefs; and was fo much a(Fe£ted with 
the Subjed, that I thought I could never acknow- 
ledge them enough. He told me not to think my- 
feK under any Obligation, fer that h^ had done no 
more than he thought he was obliged to perform 
to bis Fellow- creature, under fuch Circumftanees, 
as a Man and a Chriftian; and that he reaped the 
more Pleafure in having been the Means of ifaving 
my Life, from the Confideration that I had con* 
ferred formerly fome Favours upon his Wife, 
which, added he, I ihall ever retain a very grateful 
Senfe of. I was confufed at what he faid, not be- 
ing able to recoiled I had ever feen her ; which 
Doubt I imparted to him, and told him, tho' I 
had reaped the Benefit and Honour of his Friend^ 
Slip, by a Deception which had operated fo much 
in my Favour, I could not difpenfe with myfelf, 
for my Want of Sincerity, if I did not undecefve 
him, by afiuring him I had never had the Happinefs 
even to fee his good Lady. He frDiled at thi*, 
and told me he did not doubt but I fliould know 
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her at ber firft Sight, and that, the next Morning^,, 
he'd do himfelf the Satisfa^ion to introduce her to 
Breakfaft, an Opportunity (he had Iangui(bed for ; 
but was fearful^ before^ of the Surprife doing me 
Hurt. 


CHAP. XXVIIL 

He advertifes bis Friend^ where to find bm.—* 
Receives a Vifit from Madam GoodwilL 
— His Amazemeni at the Sight of ber. — 
Who fhtp'oves to be. — She relates ber Ad^ 
ventures. 

AS (boa as Mr. G0^Ac;/I/had left me, I wrote 
a Letter to my Friend Mr. Diaper^ acquaint- 
ing him that I was at Mount Chrijiian^ with the 
Occafion of my being there, and every Thing that 
had happened to me, fince my precipitate Depar- 
ture from my Father's ; which I endeavoured to 
esccufe to him, and begged, that, without letting 
our Family know my Situation, he would imme* 
diately dame the Pleafure to vifit me,. that I might 
feturn in his Company ; at the fame Time beg- 
ing him to put poor FtdeU^ who had, till now, 
been entirely out of my Thoughts, under the 
Protediion of my Mother, till my Return. This 
Letter I immediately fent by a Domeftic, whom 

Mr. 
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Mr* Goodwill had been fo obliging to furnifh me* 
with for that Purpofe. 

I muft owo I waited with ibme Impatience for 
the Sight of Mrs. Goodunil:^ There was fomewbat 
fo myfterious,. I thought, in her Knowledge of 
me, that it very much raifed my Expedations of the 
Event: I immediately imagined the Lady, wbofe 
Voice and Manner I had taken fuch particular No-^ 
tice of at my being brought in, muft be that Gen- 
tlewoman; and the Tone of her Voice, being' 
what I thought I was no Stranger tOj ftill involved 
nae in more and more Perplexity : At length the 
Time arrived, and Mr. Goodwill entered with his 
Spoufe, whom I no fopner got up to falute, than 
I was feized with the utmoft Admiration and 
Aftonifhment, difcovering in her Features the well 
known Lines of the amiable and unfortunate Mrs.. 
Modijh : Her prefent Situation, and the Difcourfe 
I had had with Mr. Goodwill^ the Morning be- 
fore, together with the Recolledion of what had 
pafled between us fome Years ago, joined to make 
my Ideas a jumbled Chaos of odd and unconned«» 
ed Thoughts. She perceived my Confufion, and 
obliging me to fit down, told me fhe did not won- 
der at my Surprife to fee a Woman fo altered in 
her Circumfiances, and in fo happy a Station, the 
preceding Part of whofe Life had been attended 
with fo much Mifery. I was equally ftruck, con- 
tinues file, to behold a Gentleman,, I {hall eves 
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efltem awf value, broagh« to mj Hovfc,^ in ib cruel 
a Condition, which gave me gttat and vncomoioii. 
Uneafineft and Concern. If Mr. G&aiaM, wko 
is mU acqttatntcd with nif iEftory, wilt peuBit 
ms, and jca have Strength enough. ti> bear* the 
Recital) I will faon irform yoo how good Provi- 
dence hai been to me, and how fcicprifingly I an 
become, fcom the naoft Wretched, die m©A bappy» 
Wooian breathing; and ftiU more (b, as it has^ 
afforded the late Opportunity lo (hew my Regard* 
for Mr. Tkmpfon. I returned my Thanka for her 
Favours in the moft^ feehng Manner, and figmfwd 
my Defire to hear her Adventures ; which, Mr* 
Goadxvill bang oCherwtfe engaged, and withdraw- 
mg, after begging Pardcu) for his abrupt Departure, 
£hc recked accordingly, ia the following Man^ 

ner: 

Tbi Adventures tf Mrs* G 00 p will. 

YOU may remember. Sir, the Diftrefs I was 
in upon being met by my Brother- in- Law, 
as I was returning from a Country Walk with 
you, and that afterwards I fent you a mournful 
Letter, which was di£kated by n>y Concern, as wet) 
for you, as myfelf j for Mr. Msdijk was full of 
Rage, that I would not difcover who you was, and 
where you lived, vowing ths utmofl Revenge for 
the Wrongs he fuppofed you had done him \ but 
I was Proof againft all his Menaces, which mad^ 
him carry his brutal Treatment to a Length of 
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Outrage, the very RcmcmbsMice of which makes 
m& treoable > and, about Half aa Hour after, at 
the atmoft Hazard^ I had bm the Letter to you, 
I wasi hurried into a Coach wkh hkhfelf and hie 
Brother^ and a Box in which weje my Cloaths and 
Linnen; and a Ccachma»y according to bis In*^ 
ftrudlions, drove at » great Rate, till t^^e came to a 
Village^ about feven Miles from Town, where we 
alighted, at the Gate of a very large Houfe, which 
upon entering, I immediately discovered to be a 
private Mad«houie, and you^lI eafily imagine mf 
Melancholy and Defpair, when I oter-hcard them 
give In(lru(^ion9 to the Gemlewoman. who kept ir 
to hold roe clofely confined ; and, if it was found 
needful, to chain me, ihav e my Head, or otherwifc 
treat me, as the Nature of my Diforder fliooM rc- 
quire^ and then, with an angjry Menace, that he 
would now wreck his utmoft Vengeance upon me,^ 
they went away, leaving me in a Condition that 
may be more eaftly invigined than defcribed. The 
Gentlewoman then approached me with an Air of 
the utmoft Humanity, and bid me be comforted^ 
telling me (be already knew the Nature of my 
Cafe, and heartily pitied my unfortunate Condi- 
tion } adding, that (he knew too much of the 
furly Difpofition of ber own Hufband, and th^^ 
lUs fee fuffered from Up not to attempt every Way 
t» make my Captivity as eafy as poflSWe, merely 
frwn fympathifing in my Diflreft:^ In ibort, I 
. - found 
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found the good Woman to be a Perfon of fo kind 
ft Dirpofitioti, and humane Behaviour, that I be« 
gan to think myfelf more happy than I could have 
expe£ied. Her Hufband, indeed, was a brutal 
Tyrant, that, having been ufed to domineer over 
and chaftife the unfortunate Creatures that were 
put into his Hands, pra£tifed no Decorum towards 
me, or any one effe 5 and, upon any little Pretence, 
would lock me into my Apartment, and fwear I 
was abfolutely mad, and (bould be treated accord* 
ingly. 'To get rid, in fome Degree, of his Abufes*, 
I was advifed by his Wife, who heartily befriended 
me, to be as ferviceable as I could to them in their 
Domeftic Affairs ; and the Scheme took fo well, 
that I was even trufted with the Keys, and made 
the Gaofef of my Fcilow-prifoners. To tell you 
how many exorbitant Crimes I took Notice of, 
in the Time I continued here, would make your 
Hair ftand eredupon your Head : Wives have' been 
received, as mad, from their Hufbands, who were 
tired of them ; Parents from their Children ; 
Children fiom their Parents ; and ufed in fo brutal 
a Way, as often really to produce that Diforder, 
or others that have proved more fatal to them* 
The Keepers of thofe Houfes are generally the 
loweft and moft hardened Wretches to any Senfe 
of Pity or Regard for Mankind, and ufe the Power 
given to them with a Wantonnefs that is terribly 
(O' think of 3 all the Schemes poifible .are put in 
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Execution to get Money, and the People in a com- 
mon Work-houfe may be faid to enjoy better Pro<- 
vifions than thofe whofe Friends really pay large 
Sums for their Support and Maintenance. My 
goocl Comforter and Advifer, who was ufed little 
better herfelf^ frequently lamented her abje£t Fate, 
and the NecefSty (he was under to countenance 
fuch Proceedings, which panged her to the very 
Heart. I think, amongft a great Number of re* 
puted Lunatics, in the Compafs of one Year 
and an Half, I obferved ten or a dozen who were 
zs much in their Senfes as I was myfdf, and were 
only trepanned into the Houfe, to gratify the. 
bafe Defigns, or fatiate the Revenge and Cruelty 
of their Relations. My Hu(band, who allowed 
them forty Pounds a Year for my Detention and 
Board, never came near me more ; and I under- 
flood, in about two Years, that he had died with*- 
out making any Provifion for my future Support ; 
fo that, confequently, I was at Liberty to go where . 
I would. I was now in great Diflrefs, where to 
apply for Relief; the Law, with thefmall Remain- 
der of my Friends, feemed too tedious a Method 
to recover fome Part of my Fortune from his Re- 
lations, to whopi he had left «ver}' Shilling he was 
worth : My Father was dead ; and my Brother, 
the only Survivor, befides myfelf, of the Family, I 
knew was too penurious and avaricious to affid me. 
I once thought of fending Word to you of my 
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foriorn Condttioa i but a Train of RofleSions upon 
the farmer Adiom I bad been guilty of, and which 
I really hsd long' regretted^ and refolvcd to forfakes 
Adiona I fliDuld never have been guilty of, had 
ray good Foitune caft<nie into more wortby, kind, 
and indulgent Hands, than thofe of Mr. Mod!/h; 
and the Injury I might thereby continue to do to 
a^ young Gentleman, whofe Temper feemed to 
deftine bim to » hap^ner Fate, than to poflefs the 
Heart of fo unfortunate a Woman, determined 
me againft it. Yes^ Mn Thompfittj tho* I ever 
loved youTmce I knew yoti, yet F was refolved never 
to indulge my Paffion in the diforder^y and cri- 
minal Manner! before had done, and' therefore for- 
bore, to let you know in- what Way Ftirtunc had 
difpefed of me. kt laft I cfo^^ with a Pl-0- 
pofal made me by kind Mrs*. Lttdtam^ and'fteoped 
fo low,, as to accept Wages oP Her Hufband, to 
affift her in her Houfhold- Cbneema, and- the Sa- 
perintendcnoy, at Times, of the Lunatics under 
his Gare. I exercifed this Poft, hoping, that, as 
the Almighty had thought proper and- fit thus Do 
humble me in this Life, he would gracioufly ac- 
cept my fmcere Amendment and Sorrow for my 
paft Offences, and mercifully receive me into, his 
Favour, when it fiiould pleafe him" to demand my 
wretched Being into his Hands, who lent it to me. 
Such ferious Refle£Bons, and a View of the many 
Mifcries bumao: Natupe is fubje£t to, Infiances of 
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the ConVerfatiort bf my amiable MiftVefsi dIfBpatedl 
all my Ang\iifti 6f Heart 5 and I enjoyed aCahn in' 
thifr low Siti^ian, that* F thonght nothing cbftdtf 
evfer' have Power- to difturbj afnd i^Hich I wHHef 
nc^Alteratiorti in,* when Pi^vidienfce', dotibtlefs^ to 
rtfvrard- nfy Refigftation^ tb- ift Wifr, and* to prut it 
intto my Power, by At£ft of Goodnefe, to*man^fcft' 
nay fincere Repentance iti aGenditiort rtiore fuitable 
to my forttieP Sphere, fent a Gentlemati, one Day, 
lAto our Hbufe as* a^AtleHt, whom it hud refer ved' 
to: make mecompktdy happy. A CoacH flopped 
at tine G^tey aitend^d by a Nucfther of Dbmefttcft' 
in rich Liveries, tfnd'a Genttematt alightcdefrom it' 
ofa^firte'A^pea'an*Pi<efence', which feemed alter- 
ed by ai pFbfbund Mdawcltely i anrf a- Kind- of Stir- 
r*dii!y ih^ Bis^Cduntenance, whiclfi onrmrght plain*- 
ly pefceivcf was far ri"otti bfcfn^ natural', and in-- 
dicafeid his Dtfltempef too ftron^,^ to leave* 
at»y Dbikbt of the Lofe of his Reafon. He wa^ 
led in by two others, of the fame Age, nearly, 
with himfelf, antf, after he was fntroduced 
ihtb the Patlour, they^lcft him to give proper In- 
{{nj£lioiY8 td my M^fter, and were longer in Con- 
fercti^e than oFdtnary, talking with feemingly great 
Vehemence and Force ; and I thought T heard one* 
of them tell ihy Matter, *' That, if he performed 
their Orders ftpi<^(y, he (hould, over and above 
what was a^r<^d on, receive a farlher Reward ot 

ai^ 
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an hundred Pounds }" to which he made a very 
profound Obedience. I don't know how, but me* 
thought this Gentle^n at firft Sight interefled me 
in his Fate -, I commiferated his Depravity of Mind, 
and wifhed he bad been happier : I found in my- 
felf an Inclination to attend upon him, long be- 
fore his Condu(9x>rs, each of them, ppt a Guinea 
into my Hand, defiring I would add my Care to 
my Mailer and MiArefs*s, that their Friead (hould 
be kept dole, and no one fuffered to fee him, with- 
out he came in Company with one of them. I 
Qould not help thinking there was fomcwhat ex* 
t^aordinarj in this Method and Manner of pro* 
ceeding, and if the Gentleman had not (hewn aU 
the Signs of Frenzy in his Eyes,, and (lupid De- 
portment j I (hould have- imagined he had been 
Iiroughtthere,rather as aSacrifice tofome bad Defign 
t}ian for a Remedy againfl bis Diforder.. Wheii. 
they left us, my Mafter ordered me to fee that a 
certain Room was prepared for him, which was 
the worft in the Houfe ; at which when I admired,, 
he bid me not be in)pertinent, but obey his Orders, 
Accordingly Things were made ready, and he was 
locked in^ and, tho' in no Degree outrageous, had 
tiie^rait fVaiJk^ai clapped upon him, which he was 
£d far from oppofing, that he yielded to*every Tranf- 
a£li(>n with the FafSvenefs of an Infant. Mr» 
Ludlam then gave me Orders to attend him, and. 
bid me not mention him to Dr. HeUeb0r4 (the 

Fhyficiaa 


of Jot Thompson. 26i 

Phylician" attending our Houfe) as the Gentlemen 
had left what Pbyfic was neceflary for him, which 
I was io give hint every other Morning. Nothing 
of this, lb contrary to our cdmtnoh Methods, but 
ilill more and more increafed my Surprife : How- 
ever, it was not my BuGnefs to difpute, tho* 
when my Miftrefs underftood from mc my In- 
ftru£Hohs, fee could riot help faying, with a Shake 
of the Head, that fee was fearful it was never in- 
tended he feould go alive out of the Houfe. None 
of our Keepers, cither Men or Women, were fufFer- 
cd to go near him but myfelf, fo great was the Con- 
fidence our Governor repofed in me; and, the fir ft 
•Time. I went in to him, I found him in a fixed Pof- 
'ture,. weeing like a^ydungCbildj and, if lafked 
him miy C^eflion, he anfwered with' the fam^ 
Sim^Lcity and Inattention, which a young 
Child would have done. He was fufFered to eat 
no Meat, and his Fare was only Water-gruel, 
Bread aod .Che^fe, and Butter, which he never 
took viith.\the .leaft. Appetite, and generally left 
iixrec Parts ^f his J)ay's Allowance for me to car- 
ry away again*:. Thus he continued, with his 
Arms conilamly confined in the Day- time, for near 
a Month,, in which! duly attended him, and every 
other Day.:infufed a Powder i(i his Water-gruel, 
wiiich my Mafier gave me for that Purpofe. He 
' was almoft always dozing, and fell a,way till he was 
To meagre,: that fais. Bones sp^eared thro' his Skin, 

and 
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and he lool^d like the PiiSkurc of Ite^th. I fre* 

flHj^nUy.ewtUd. him pfty^teJy Piwificais .from our 

X*bU,^hi.ch.be.wouy ea^ v^iygreedily^ and £heiv>* 

f diafliu^gcc^er-Rdi&for than tteiFood ^pcanb- 

i5d hi|n. Things .WQr^. i© ihis Siti*atiQO> when. mjr 

Matter was abliged-lo.goiasrfer ^CanJtridge for n 

Week toJEeoeive aiDoth«r!Patie«t,;and both of us 

totally fiargpt lo nae»tionibh Jea-ving thp Powde& 

which.he delivered only Day bylDay^wJiidil octther 

inew by •Name nor had ften before, Jtko'jt feemed 

^o'be a CorT>|>ofition of fevetaljKinds.of Drugs and 

^inctals. This occafioncd .an Omiflfemtof three 

-Days in the Adrntnittrationof his Phyficj-for it wasfo 

long' before Mr* Xtt^m diifoYered that he had been 

guilty of (neb an Oyeffigb&;:^icb he no fooner 

jc^ but., leat^ing bis Bufinefi lAiper&fty he letnrn- 

«d tin .great Hafte to reiStig^hisNeglefi:; but it was 

<^oolate« for, the Morning of the fecood. Day after 

,bis Departure, our Patient began to. cave and talk 

•in A ^ryicxluwoi^iaary Mani:vc£> and iwould fr&- 

5]Kentiy tmk his Brother, ^nd .ieveral^^ecs by 

J^^ame, whothadrbejsnfihe^Soai^ce of (b ^aby'MK- 

(ortiuij&s, as . be meotiMied,' • eoihim< ; yet in his ut«- 

-moft Anger :he'behavedm'ddly tome, and, in the 

•Evening of that Day, told me, .in as fober a W^ 

as I ever heard any Thing toU, that he had been 

abufed, and .that hisiBrother^nd. ibme other Per- 

.fonsy.eagerto po&fs his Eftate,^nd to^hinder him of 

a MatC^h with fom&fuitablePArfian m^otbei^ which 

they 
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rtfaey apprehended would baulk their -Defign, had 
l^ken the Advantage of a Debauch, and mingled 
a fqporiiic and ftupifying Powder with his Liquor, 
ity which they had reduced him to the State hje 
ftxppofed I firft faw him in, and which he did not 
doubt had ^een continued by frequent Repetitions 
oCthe fanne benumbing and dreadful Com pofition4- 
•He begged tne, for God's Sake, to hear his Story ; 
*:whrcb 'I did, and indeed thought it a verymelan-^ 
/choly one : He had been at one Mad-houfe already 
'by the fame Means, and perceived that they hatl 
^trepanned htm thus again, with a fettled Intention 
to take away hts Life: Adding, that he did not 
defire me to believe him till, by hearing the fame 
Story over and over from-him, without a material 
^Omiffion or Varwtion, and from his temperate 
Behaviour, I was convinced he was not diftraded, 
and that "at fhis Time he only enjoyed -a lucid In- 
-terval. 'He was fenfible, he faid, that the fame 
Stuff had been given him, fincehe had been under 
our Care, but hoped 1 was not privy to any of 
this ViHainy;^ that he entertained great Hopes from 
the gdod*natured Caft of my Mind, 'that, when I 
twas convinced of the Truth of this Relation, and 
•who be was, which he would put me into a Way 
of learning, I would ufe my good Offices to procure 
.bis liberty ; and that, as a Recompence for that 
i important Service, he would vow in the -inoR fo- 
kmn Manner to .make ne«the Miftrefs of himfelf 

and 


fi€4 Tie Life and Adventures 

«nd Fortune, the Minute he had fettled his Affairs : 
2 am now alive again, I fuppofe by fome Miftake 
in the Execution of their Proje<ft; and I conjure 
yoa, if you know, to tell me, how you give me 
that curfed Inflaver of my Senfes, and that yoa 
would omit it for the future, and (hew it to me» As 
a Proof that I am perfeft in my Underftanding, I 
will ftdl counterfeit the Stupidity I was fubjed to, 
that, for I perceive you are an Affiftant here, your 
Rogue of a Mafler may not fufpedt the Alteration 
that has happily betided. How impofBble is it for 
you to guefs the Amazement that feized me upon 
hearing him? I at firft doubted the Reality of what 
1 heard, and thought it only fome fudden Turn of 
his.Diforder j but when I recolleSed every Thing 
I have before related, and compared it with what 
he had juft told me, I cou)d no longer doubt the 
Villainy that had been pradtifed upon the poor 
Gentleman: I therefore afiured him of my Ser- 
vices, upon his giving me the fame Proof of his 
Sanity Oil the Morro^w, byperfiiling in the fame 
Story I that, as to his Name and Family, I had 
heard it from my M after, tellibg him, that I found 
he was a Terkjhire Gentleman, of a good Eftate^ 
whofe Name was Goodwill ; and that what aflo- 
ni(hed me moft was the Information I had recei- 
ved from the fame Hands, that, after a proper 
Trial, a CommiiEon of Lunacy had been awarded 
againft him by the Lord Chancellor. He faid, that 

was 
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was, he believed, too true; but the Afts of Lunacy 
had been proved upon him, at a Time when the a- 
forefaid Potions had rendered him for fome Time 
incapable of managing his Affairs, and returning 
proper Anfwers to the Queftions that were aflced 
him ; that he bad Friends, who, if he had an Op- 
portunity to fee them, would help him in his 
Application to his Lord (hip for a Revifal of his 
Cafe, and which could be no otherwife efFeflcd 
than by my affording him my Affiftance to make 
his Efcape to London. His Behaviour the next 
Day fo thoroughly convinced me that he had been 
impofed upop, that I told htm I was refolved to 
afiift his Efcape, that very Evening. His Acknow- 
ledgements were couched in Terms of the moft ex- 
treme Gratitude, and, my Confidence in him hav- 
ing given him the Ufe of his Arms^ heprefled^c 
between them, and proteded that he would not', he 
could not, enjoy the Fortunel was returning into his 
Hands, unlefs I would promife to (hare it with him* 
In.fhort, Mr. Ihompfon^ his Perfon, his Manner, and 
a fecret Inclination my Heart could not help, confef- 
iing towards fo much Merit and good Senfe as he 
feemed to be Mafter of, didated a Reply fuitable to 
his Wiflies ; and, when T had told him my own Story, 
he faid, he could not help obfenring, that Providence 
had undoubtedly appointed, by our thus meeting, a 
Period to each of our Misfortunes. It was but an 
Hour before Mr. Ludknfz Arrival, that I privately 
Vol. I. N opened 
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opened a Way for him thro' the Back-door* of our 
Houfe, and that of the Garden, whence, after 
a tender Embrace, I (aw him, fwift, as his Con- 
dition and ill Habit of Body would permit, fet off 
for Lsndmj over the neighbouring Fields, after 
I had affifted him in tearing the Sheets of his Bed, 
and wrenching the Bars of the Window to which 
he tied them, to make it appear, that he had made 
his Efcape without any Affiftance. Mr. Ludlam 
returned in the utmoft Pain for his Forgetfulnefe, 
and was very ready to charge me with Part of the 
Fault } but when, upon going up Stairs, he per- 
ceived what had happened, he curfed and fwore, 
like a Madman, and, but for the Expedition he 
thought himfelf obliged to ufe in the Purfiiit of Mr. 
Goodwill^ would, I believe have done me fome 
Mifchief in his Paffion. He returned however ja- 
ded and fatigued the next Morning, not being able, 
jO my great Joy, to overtake or difcovcr the Run- 
away ^ and immediately difpatched an Exprefs to 
the Brother in YorAJhire^ with an Account of hi5 
Misfortune, and the next Day put an Advertife- 
ment in the Papers, defcribing Mr. GoodwilPs 
Perfon, and promifmg a Reward to whoever fiiouM 
bring him back. For fome Days after this, in 
which his Revenge was direAed againft me, to 
whom, in fpite of all the Remonftrances of bis Wife, 
he had given Warning, and refolved that I (hould 
{lay there no longer, for my Negle£^9 as he called it, 

we 
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We heard nothing of Mr. GaodwiBi but ons Even* 
ing a Coach and Six ftopped, and to my tranfport-» 
cd View was prefented that Gentleman hirofelf 
with another, alighting and entering thro' the 
Gate* I flew to open the Inner-door, and, the Mi- 
nvte he eatered, he dafped me fondly in his Arms» 
and told his Companion, in me, he might behold 
his Guardian Angel and Prefervter, to whom he 
owed his Life and Fortune: Adding, I came mjr 
dear Creature, with the utmoft Expedition, to 
make you a Sharer in my Hap^nnefs: My Lord 
Chancellor^ convinced by my Appearance, and the 
Teftimony of this good and worthy Gentleman, 
and fome other Friends, how much he had been 
impofed upon^ and how ill I have been treated, 
has recalled his Commiflion, and re inftated 
me in the Pofieffion of what I had been fo villain* 
oufly deprived of; and I have Yefterday dircQed 
a Profecution to be commenced againftthe Parties, 
who have injured me fo grofly, whom I don't fear 
of bringing to condign Punifliment : I recolleded 
the Obligations you faid you were under to Mrs. 
Ludlam, and on that Account have declined any 
Proceedings againft the Villain, her Hufband, on 
Condition he becomes a Witnefs againft my Bro- 
ther, and the other Confpirators. Mr. Ludlam^ 
who had juft come to the Door, and perceived how 
Matters had been carried, and heard thefe laft 
Words, fell upon his Knees, and confefled the 

N 2 Share 
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Share he had had in this State of Roguery, and 
that he had undertaken to give him fuch Things 
as were fent for that Purpofe, and very bad Ufage, 
to deprive him, as foon as poflible, of his Life. 
Some things he added, that had pailcd between 
the Brother and him, which made the two Gentle- 
men lift up their Eyes in the utmoft AftonifhmenC 
at his unparallelled Wickednefs. They gave him 
proper Advice upon the Occafion, and he was fo 
affeded. with what was faid, that he promifed a fin* 
cere Reformation of his Life, and protefted a De- 
teftation of the many Crimes of this Sort he had 
been guilty of. Mr. Goodwill^ after beftowing a 
handfome Prefent upon my good Miftrefs, of 
whom I took a moft tender Adieu, carried me 
with him to London^ where the Morning after 
our Arrival, he married me, and I have ever fince, 
with that moft excellent of Men, enjoyed a Life 
of pcvkSt Blifs and SatisfaSion. We have been 
at this Seat about three Months, and underftand 
that the Confpirators, fearful of abiding the Ifiue 
of the Law, before they could be fecured, have 
fled over into France^ where my Spoufe thinks 
to leave them to the Remorfe of their own Con- 
Iciences, without carrying his juft Refentment 
further againft them ; nay, has even privately re- 
mitted fome Monies- for the Ufe of his wretched 
Brother, fo merciful and forgiving is his Difpoii- 
tion. Mr. Ludlam is aliered for the better, and 

behaves 
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behaves with more Decorum to his good Wife, 
with whom I. even now take a Pleafure to corre- 
fpond. And thus, Mr. Thompfon^ I have recited 
this furprifing Series of Events. My Hufband 
knows nothing of our former Familiarities, which 
is the only Circumftancclcver hid from his Know- 
ledge ; and your Prudence will dired your Beha- 
viour fo properly, as neither to give him or myfelf 
any Uneafinefs. I dare anfwer for it your Princi- 
ples are not altered, that you poflefs the fame Ve- 
neration for Virtue I kaew you once did, and 
which I am forry we ever offended ; which, more 
than any Thing, will ever engage me to beg a 
Share of your Friendfliip, and to endeavour, on all 
Occafions, to fhew you how much I think myfelf 
obliged to promote your Intereft and Welfare both 
by my own good Offices, and thofe of my Spoufe. 
I (hall be glad to know by what Accident you 
came into the cruel Condition my Hufband found 
you in, and whether you flill purfujC the Profeffion 
I left you engaged in. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

He fatisfies Mrs. Goodwiirs Inquiries. — She 
engages to take Fidele into her Service.--^ 
Mr. Diaper arrives^ with whom he returns 
to bis Fatbitss. -^Receives a Letter from 
Louifa.-^H/j Friend and he fet out for 
London.— Tifc?7 arrive at Mr. BellairV, 

THUS this worthy Woman concluded her 
Narration, which gave me infinite Pleafure : 
I was grieved at the Hard(hips {he had gone thro', 
and fincercly congratulated her oa her prefent 
Happinefs, which indeed feemed Mrithout the leaft 
Alloy to adulterate it. We both took OccaCon 
to -admire the Ways of Providence^ puzzled in 
Mazes^ end per^exid with JErrersi nor Could I 
forbear repeating the following Ltat s of the fiuno 
excellent Poet upon the Occafion : 

Onr XJnderJianding traces them in vain^ 
Lofl and bewildered in the fruitUfs Search ; 
Nor fee$ with how much Art the Poindings run. 
Nor where the regular Confufton ends. 

I began to be more reiigned to the Difpenfations 
of Heaven, perceiving by this Recital, which il- 
luftrated many former Obfervations, that our De- 
figns and Counfels are far from being able to pro^ 

ducQ 
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duce the £(Fe£ls wc defirc, unlefs Providence at 
the fame Time fuperintends and approves our 
Plans of AAion ; and that we (hpuld never repine 
at the little Accidents or Rubs we meet with in 
Purfuit of our Wiflies, feeing they may in the End 
be produ£live of the very Things we think them 
moft retrograde and contrary to. 

I thanked her for her ProfcfEons of Regard to 
me, with Warmth and Fervor, and related my for- 
mer Adventures, in as brief a Manner as poffible, 
to her, enlarging upon what had lately happened, 
and my Affedion for the charming Louifa. She 
condoled with me upon the Crofles that had befal- 
len us in our Loves \ but, at the fame Time, com- 
forted me, by reprefenting how much I ought to be 
iutisfied in the Prudence and Conftancy of that 
Lady, and her Promiles of being no other's than 
mine \ that A\ the Sallies of Rage and Paffion, 1 
had been guilty of, had been an Injury to the Opi* 
nion I ought to entertain of her, and, inftead of fur« 
thering my Wifces, bad involved me in the great* 
eft Danger and DiftreiTes. I was convinced of the 
Truth of what this excellent Woman faid, and re- 
folved for the future to zQ, with more Caution and 
Regard to my Louifa^s Inftrudions. She then took 
Notice x)f what I had related of the Grief of Fidele 
at her being feparated from her Miftrefs, and oblig*. 
ingly told me, that (he would take her under her 
Care, if I woyld permit her, till her Lady was in a 
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Capacity to receive her again into her Service. » I 
was charmed with this Offer, as I was under a 1k- 
tle Dilemma, as to the Manner I Ihould difpore of 
that ^ithful Girl, whom my lovely Maid had fo 
ftrongly recommended to my Prote£tion, knowing 
that my Father would be too delicate in an Affair 
of this Nature, to let her continue about my Mo* 
ther, who otherwifc I was Aire would have been 
proud of the Opportunity of keeping Fidele witb 
her^ Mr. Goodwilly by this Time, returned, and 
the Converfation became general ; amongft other 
Matters, he faid^ he was glad to underftand I was 
his Countryman; that he recolle<aed to have fcen 
my Father, whom he wiflied for an Opportunity to 
revive his Acquaintance with, and hoped,, where- 
ever I fettled for the future Part of my Life, I would 
join with him and Mrs. Goodwill^ in maintaining a 
Friendihip and Correspondence with each other* 
I was too much honoured by fuch a Propofal to 
hear it without the utmoft Returns of Thankful- 
nefs I could make,, by owning my Senfe of fo kind 
and to m& interelling a Propofal; for Mr. Geod* 
wil/y without Difpute, was a Gentleman of a 
very large Effate, and as condderable in his Inte- 
reft, as moft in the County. I difcovered in this 
and other Converfations I had with him, that he 
was a Man of great Senfe, nice Oifcernment, and 
had acquired a Knowledge of Letters, that al- 
maft induced me to think he had fpent the 

greateft 
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greateft Part of his Lrife in a College. As I grew fiiU 
better and better, they took me with them in the 
Chariot, and now and then on Horfeback, and en- 
deavoured, by all the Amufements they could in- 
vent, to chace away my Melancholy, and infpire 
me with my wonted Health. In about a Day and 
an Half, my dear Friend, who fet out with the 
Meflenger, the Minute he received my Account 
Mrhere I was, arrived, and his Prefence Teemed to 
caft a new Satisfadion over my Mind, that ibon 
helped me to overcome my remaining Weaknefs. 
Our Meeting was very tender and afiedionate, and 
he exprefled his Grief at feeing fo vifible an Al- 
teration in my Countenance > but, when he heard 
from me every minute Circumftance of the Cruel- 
ties that 'Squire Ricb had a£led upon me, he was 
all Di{lra<5tion, and it was with Difficulty I could 
reftrain him from going immediately in Search of 
the Villain, to bring him to immediate Puniih- 
ment for his re]^eated Crimes, He was received by 
my Friends, with great Diftindion and RefpeAj 
they having underftood by me his Worth and the 
mutual Friend(hip that fubfifted between us, and 
they fpared no Device to make our Abode agree- 
able and entertaining to us. I gave him a fuccinfl 
Account of the Adventures of this happy Pair, 
which gave him prodigious Pleafure, and opened 
ft Field for many excellent Obfervations, by all 
which he eflayed to convince me of the Unreafon- 
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abknefi and Folly of my late BdiiFiour. I was 
turious to know how my Fmtber and MoAcr tsook 
my roddeR Difappearing, upon whkh be informed 
tne, that they were both under a ConfternatioA 
that is inexprefible, when they underllood the 
Motives und Marnier of my fetling out, which 
Fiidi was able to give them an Idea of ; as to his 
Part, he faid, he had rode in Scardi after me eve- 
ry Way, and had employed two or three Days in 
Vain and teaming E#brts to find me ; but that n©* 
thing could equal the Dread and Apprehcnfions of 
their foreboding Souk, when my Horft, which 
had been flopped by a neighboaring Farmer, who 
had fecn me ride him, was brought Home with- 
t)«t his Rider. My Mother fainted, and Fidek 
wrung her Hands in the utmoft Agony ; my Fa^ 
ther, to whom at that Time my Friend was dif- 
dofing my Amour, which he thought it now ne- 
ceflary to do, was {truck with Fear at what might 
have happened to me, and difpatched Meflengcw 
every Way, but to no Parpofe, to difcover whcit 
1 was, or what Accident might have befallen me ; 
and every one was inconfolable in the Family titt 
my Letter arrived, which, notwithftanding my 
Injunflions, he thought proper to communicate to 
my Father and Mother, which raifed their droop- 
ing Hearts. He further informed me, that Sir 
TValterhzd not returned to his Seat, fince he werrt 
from it, which was the Day of my own Departure ; 

that 
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that my Father was quite grieved at my Impru* 
dence in involving myfelf in a Paffion for Mifi 
Lotiifa before I was fettled in the World ; but 
more particularly blamed me^ for my Rafhnefs, 
and Want of Temper, in the Purfatt of it : How- 
ever, he believed, he faid, that he was fecretly in- 
clined to favour my Pretenfions, as well from Af- 
fection to me, as his Veneration for the lovely and 
deferving Objed of my Flame, whofe great Me- 
rit and Beauty, he could not help privately owning^ 
was a fufficient Inducement for my adling as I had 
done. 

Two Days after my Friend's Arrival, being now 
able to take the Journey, we took Leave of Mr« 
Goodwill and his Lady, not without loading them 
with fincere and hearty Acknowledgments for the 
Favours and Kindneiles we had received, and mak^ 
ing Proteiiations, on all Sides, to continue our 
Friendfhip and Acquaintance, accompanied on our 
Parts, with repeated Promifes of waiting upon 
them again in the Country, or as foon as they ar« 
rived at theh Houfe in London, In the Evening 
we alighted at my Father's, and the Sight of that 
Neighbourhood well nigh plunged me into my 
former Melancholy, and drew a profound Sigh 
from the Bottom of my Heart. My Mother re- 
ceived me like one rifen from the Dead ; and poor 
■FideUy who had (laid with her ever fince, was in. 
£xtafies at feeing me again. My Father received 
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me alfo with great Affeaion, but mingled his Ex- 
preffions of Joy for my fafe Arrival, with Animad- 
verfions upon my Folly, in fufFering myfelf to be 
driven to fuch hcadftrong ASions by my Paffion, 
which, however, he generoufly faid he had not the 
Power to condemn, but only let me know that he 
thought I ought at leaft to have been freed from 
the Obligation I was under to my Matter, before I 
had fufFcred Love to make focb an Alteration in 
mej concluding with Rules for the future Govern- 
ment of my Tranfports, and InjunSions to wait 
the happy Moment, which he faid might proba- 
bly arrive, when Sir ff^alter might be induced, by 
his Daughter's Sollicitetions, and a View of my in- 
creafing Worth and Merit, to return to his formcJ 
Efteem of me, and confent to make me his Son- 
in-Law. I kiflcd his Hand at this flattering Con- 
clufion, which feemed to revive my Expeftatlons 
of Happinefs, and refolved, as near as poflible, to 
conform myfelf to the Rules he had laid down. Fi- 
dele and my Mother both approved of her going to 
ftay with Mrs. Goodwill^ where, accordingly^ flic 
went, carrying a Letter of Compliments from mej 
and another of Thanks from my Father, for their 
Goodnefs to me, after I had made her a handfomc 
Prefent in Money^ and promifed her (be (hould 
never be at a Lofs for a Friend,, till I could re- 
ftore her to my Loutfa, She had not been gone 
above two Hours,, when a Man^ in Sir Walter^ 

Livcry„ 


Livery, delivered me a Letter, which I immediately 
difcovered, to my equal Amazement and Joy, was. 
the Writing of my charming Louifa, Finding, by 
it, I was not to return an Anfwer,. I rewarded tha 
Servant for his Fidelity to his young Lady, in the 
moft generous Marnier, and ventured to aHc him if 
he knew where the'Squire was gone ; and he inform- 
ed me he was at a neighbouring Seat to that where 
my Louifa refided, where he ftill lived with Sip 
Waber^yfiHtioyxt making any Progrefs with his Cou- 
fin. I was concerned the Difiance gave me noLiber- 
ty to chaftife this Scoundrel ; but it was impoffible, 
and I pleated royfelf with the Thoughts of fome fu- 
ture Opportunity of gratifying my juft and equi- 
table Refentment. Never was Mortal fo infpired 
as I was by the Receipt of this reviving Letter, 
which I kiiled and hugged to my Bofom, with en* 
ihufiaftic Raptures ! Oh ! the melting Softneft con- 
veyed in every Line ! the tender Fears ! the earncft 
Wiflies for our happy Return to each other ! dif- 
folved my very Soul away. She informed me of 
her Health, and that her Father, content with 
having removed her from me, allowed her more 
Liberty than £he could have expefled at her firft 
Arrival; that (he had engaged this Servant to 
bring me that Letter, to which (he defired I would 
not think of returning an Anfwer, as it might oc- 
cafion, by a Difcovery, ftill more Unhapprnefe to 
her : She fwce:ly endeavoured ta chace away any 

Di(lru& 
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Difiruft of her Truth and Conftancy, which might 
dwell upon my Mind ; and Aippofed, foon after I 
ODuld receive this, I fliould be obliged to return to 
Lofubfij where (he advifed me to lire as happily as 
pc^ble^ till fome future good Fortune fliould put 
k in our Power to fatisfy the Motions of our 
Hearts. Such a pleafing Satisfadion and Calm 
facceeded the Receipt of thefe welcome, unexpefl-* 
ed Lines, that could be equalled by nothing, but 
that Eafe the Sight of my Louifa herfclf would have 
mfpired, which gave my Father and Mother, and 
my Friend, a great deal of Joy; and now the 
Time of our Departure, according to my worthy 
Maflcr's Inftru£lions, was near cxpirea, and Mr. 
Diaper was eager to vifit his Mifs Bellair^ where) 
according to Promifc, we were to fpend a Wcek^ 
which I could not refufe to this excellent Aflbciate. 
Before we fet out, we vifited Mr. Goodwill and 
his' Lady once more, Mr. Archer^ and Mr. Sharps 
ley J and took a Farewel of all our Friends, who 
regretted our Departure. A Thoufand Times I 
vifited, alfo, every Retreat about Sir Walter's^ 
where I bad been fo blefied in my Louifa^ and 
iighed her Name in every confcious Grove ! I 
went to the poor Fafnjly (he had once carried me 
to fee, whom I found in Grief for. the Lofs of 
their Bencfadrefs, whofe Place, at prefent, I en- 
deavoured to fupply, by giving the good Woman 
a Sum oT Money for her immediate Purpofes, and 

promifing 


of ]oz Thompson. 279 

{N-omifing to fee tfaem ac my Return into the Coun- 
try. My Mother's Tcndernefs gave her great 
Pain in this Separation ; but, when Mr. Diaper and 
myfetf b<5th' affurcd her that we wodd obtain 
Leave to take another Tour, in four or five Months, 
fhe was, in fome Meafure, comforted. My Fa-* 
ther was alfo moved at Parting with us ; and, in* 
deed, we were now fo naturalifed to the Country^ 
that we could hardly bear the Thoughts of leaving 
it oturfelves. Our Embraces and Adieus were fen* 
iibly touching, and we fet out with my Father^ 
Mr. Archer^ and Mr. Sharpley^ who would infift 
upon feeing us fome Miles on our Way ; but which 
only ierved to give us fre£h Torment, in going 
thro' the fame tender Scene once more. 

Now left to ourfelves, nothing but Love filled 
our Thoughts, and we rode a confiderable Stage, 
without breaking the Silence our Contemplations 
occafioned. The DiiFerence, indeed, between my 
Friend's Refledions and mine was great ; he was^ 
with eager Wiflies, longing Expe^ations, in the 
ProfpeS of thAtpvring bimfelf at the Feet of his 
lovely Bellair^ whilft I was deploring the im- 
menfe Diftance that ftill divided me from my 
Louifa^ and the various Obftacles I had to fur- 
mount, before I could even promife myfelf the 
Happinefs of feeing that adorable Creature. Thus 
differently were we employed, till we arrived at 
Mr, Bellair\ where wc were received with more 

Rejoicing 
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Rejoicing and Civilities than can well be ex-* 
preffed. 


CHAR XXX. 

J generous Propefal of Mr. Bellair^j. — Mr. 
Diaper happy in ibe View of his future 
Blifs, — The tender Parting of the two Lc^ 
vers. — They fet out for London.— yfrr/w 
there, — Are moji affeSionately received by 
Mr. and Mrs. Diaper. 

THIS amiable and worthy Pair ftudied how 
they could teftify their Pleafure at our Jong 
expected Vifit; and Mifs Sukey^ whofe Charms 
were more and more improved fince I laft faw her, 
contrived a thoufand little Entertainments for her 
Lover, to fix him as long as poffible with her. 
Our Converfations rolled upon the feveral Acci- 
dents we had met with in the Country ; and Mr* 
Diaper having jocularly told Mifs Bellair that I was 
as much a Captive to Love, fince ihe faw me, as 
himfelf, it opened a Way for me to gratify thefe 
good and kind Friends with a Charader of my 
Lotiifa^ and a Detail of my paft Misfortunes^ and 
the Griefs that at this Time oppreiled my Heart. 
After all you have faid, cries Mr. Bellair^ I don't 
fee you have fo much Occafion for Dcfpair ^s you 

imagine; 
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imagine : Your principal Difficulty feems to lie) in 
gaining Sir ffalter^s Confent to your Happinefs^ 
which you imagine Want of Fortune will render 
an Impoffibility. As to that, I believe I may (boa 
promife you a Remedy, which I here vowrU ad- 
minifler with the utmoft SatisfaSion. I exped, 
by the Death of an Uncle in Leicefterjbire^ who 
is every Day likely to deceafe, an Increafe to my 
Eftate, already large enough for this Lady and my- 
ielf, of 1 1 00/. a Year. If I were to make this private- 
ly over to you for fome Years, which Iproteft I {hall 
find no Regret in doing, would you confent to 
make an Acknowledgment, by paying your Friend 
here 2000 /. as an Increafe of my Sifter's Fortune^ 
as foon as it comes into your Hands ? The Term 
(hall be twelve or fourteen Years, then to be re- 
fumed by me or my Heirs, paying a proper Con^- 
fideration upon the Death of Sir Waber^ for the 
Ufe of the Money aridng from the Income of the 
faid Eftate, which alfo (hall be applied to the Ufe 
of Mr. Diaper and my Sifter, or their Children. 
What doft fay, Thompfin ? added he, I love you 
(b much, that you (hall be welcome to the Poftef- 
(ion of it, as foon as it falls \ and then I fancy,, 
with that Stock of Merit, fo much in Requeft, Sii; 
Walter will give Ear to your Suit. 

As I knew this Propofal was not merely dictated 
by Mirth, but would have been put in Pradlice,. 
vpon my deftring it,, as (bon as it was in Mr. BeU 
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lair*s Power, I returned him Thanks with a Mix- 
ture ofSertoufnefs and Jeft; and told him I'd take 
as much Time toconfider of it, as would pafs be- 
tween this and the Death of his Uncle. 

Wc hunted, filhed, and made frequent Parties 
ofPteafure, whilft we ftaid at this Gentleman's; 
and both himfelfand his Lady endeavoured to ba- 
nifli that fettled, mournful Gloom, thiit conftantly, 
notwithftanding all my Efforts to the contrary, 
was imprefTed upon my Countenance. As to 
Mr. Diaper^ he was as happy as a Man can be, who 
enjoys the Company of the Obje£l of his Love \ 
and feemed now to have nothing to fear that could 
binder his approaching Marriage, which he was to 
get his Father'^ Conicnt to, the Mhrute he arrived 
in Town, and where Mr. Bidair and his Family 
propofed to repair in 1 Month's Time at .fartbef(. 
Mifs Svkey was entirely pleafed in her Choice ; 
and upon his mentioning his Father's late Lofs, 
which fo much afleded htm, told him, anlncreafe 
Of Dccreafe in his Fortune was never capable of 
making the leaft Impreffion, to his Prejudice, Jn 
her Bofom j that (he did not doubt of beii^ happy 
with him^ and that Riches had no Share in the Af- 
fcftion (he profeffed for him. Her Sentiments were 
agreeable, in that, to her Brother's and Sifter's, 
who often told my Friend, that Half what he was 
likely to poflefs was enough to make two reafonable 
Beings happy. 

The 
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- The Time of our Departure came. — My Friend 
bad perceived its Approach with Pain, and was now 
quite afflicted at the Thoughts of leaving his Mtf- 
trefs ; who, on her Side, alfo, was full of Anxi- 
ety and Uneafinefs, which (he could not concea]. 
I have thought fince, that Providence permits us to 
receive fame forehod ng Hints of the Ills that are 
likely to be our Portion. I have often, before 
fome finifter Event, found a Heavinefs and Dul* 
nefs, a Grief dwelling with me, that I could not 
account for, juft before the Blow has fallen upon 
my Head. AH the fair Profpefis thefe tender Lo*> 
vers had of their Felicity, which feemed fo near in 
its Approach) could not confole them for this Se- 
paration, and Sighs and Tears involuntarily flowed f 
Alas ! too fure a Prefage t>f the gathering Storms^ 
that were direatening to difcharge their Force upon 
them ! 

Mr. BiUair and bis Spoufe, by their Difcompo- 
fure in parting with us, convinced us how dear 
we were to them ; and I could not help feeling a 
certain^ unfpeakable Regret when I took my 
I/eave. We fat out, and, nothing particular hap- 
pening the Remainder of our Journey, we arrived 
in Lond^n^ in peffed Health of Body, but with 
other Minds than we had carried thence, after an 
Abfence of feven Months, and a few Days. 

When we came Home, the Servants hardly knew 
us, our Faces were fo tanned s nay^ honeft Prig^, 

wha 
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who happened to be there at our Entrance, fwore 
we had made a Voyage into the South Seas, and 
bad brought home the dufky Hue of the Spamjb 
Indies. Mj Mafter and Miftrefs received us with 
the utmofl Affedlon, and endeavoured every 
Way to (hew how much they were pleafed in cur 
pundlual Compliance with our Orders to return. 
We vifued our Acquaintance, and began to re- 
fume our feveral Departments in Bufinefs, which, 
from fo long a Difufe, appeared at firft very auk- 
ward to U3. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

He grows melancholy. --^His Mafter fuffers 
another great Lofsj-^His Frienc^s Diftrefs 
thereon. — Letter to him from Mijs Sufanna 
BcUair. —Afr, Diaper wnVw /^ikfr-.Thomp- 
fon on Account of his Son*s Condition.^^ 
His Father writes him a Letter which in- 
creafes bis Diforder. — Mr. Vhpcr fails. — 
Behaviour of that worthy Man upon the un- 
fortunate Occajion, — He gives Thompfon. 
his Indentures^ accompanied with proper Ad-^ 
vice, r- 

MY Mafter, foon after our Arrival, fet out 
for Brijiolj to infpeft into the Affairs of 
Mr, Traffic^ where he ftayed near a Fortnight ; 

but 
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but found Things fo bad, that himfelf, and the 
reft of the Creditors, were obliged to accept of 
five Shillings in the Pound for their Demands; 
which, as that Gentleman made it appear to their 
Satisfaction, that his Misfortunes flowed from no 
perfonal bad Conduf^, but from unavoidable Lofies 
in Trade, they made no Difficulty of, and fufFered 
him to enter into Bufinefs again ; my Mafter, in 
the mod generous Manner imaginable, giving him 
frefh Credit. 

My Mind fo dwelt, ever fince my Return from 
the Country, upoa my charming Louifoy and re- 
prefented the Difficulties I had to encounter to pro- 
cure the Enjoyment of that lovely Maid, and the 
Diftance fhe was ac from me, with the Poffibiiity 
of her being induced, by Abfence and Threats, to 
forfake me, -in fuch gloomy and torturing Lights, 
that I fell into fo black and profound a Melancholy, 
as alarmed the whole Family for my Safety : In 
vain were all the Reafons of my Friends; vain 
were the various Avocations BuCnefs provided, or 
the ieveral Amufements the Goodnefs of Mr. 
Diaper fuffered us to partake of : Nothing could 
. remove my Fixednefs of Thought from Obje<9s of 
fo terrifying a Caft, on which I was brooding per- 
petually, with an Intenfenefs that (battered my 
Brain. I forgot to correfpond with my Friends, 
and hardly ever wrote to any but my Mother, 
whom I pefiered with Inquiries of Loui/ay from 

Time 
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Time to Ttnae^ which (he was mterly ind^talletd 
anfwer; and were^ fome of them, fo abfurd and 
ridiculous, that the excellent Womao wrote me 
often Word, ihe was fearful my Head was difor* 
dered, and gave me very proper Advice to mo- 
derate my Grief and Difturbance, which (he To 
plainly perceived, but which I was now incapable 
of attending to. Life hung up6i\ me, and became 
a Burden ; I had entertained a Notion that it was 
impofliblel (hould ever be happy : Hopiy with all 
its encouraging Train of fmtling Promifes, had 
forfaken my Breaft, and the curfed Fiend Dtfpair 
tyrannically ruled there, with defpotic Sway: 
Tears, involuntarily, would frequently trickle from 
my Eyes, and whole Hours I ufed to fit moping 
in my Apartment, and quite ftupid with the In- 
dulgence I gave to my Sorrows. My Health de- 
clined apace, and I became a mere Shadow of my 
former Self, to the great Concern of my Maftcr 
and Miftrefs, and the grievous Afflidioh of my 
dear Friend, who was reduced almoft to the* feme 
State by his Senfibility of what I fuffered : Alas \ 
as great Torments were in Store for the generous 
Youth ; he, too, was deftined to undergo his Share 
of Pain ; and a Blow our Affairs received, about 
this Time, roufed me from my Inattention to 
what pafFed in the World, and made my Con- 
folations as neceffary to him, as his had been to 
me. Of three Veffels, the Cargoes of which were 

Mr. 
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Mr. Diapir^Sy we every Day expefied to arrive 
from the Slreigbts^ with rich Returns of Mercban* 
iHtXj two of them were taken by SelUe-Rovers^ 
and carried into that Den of Pyrates, where they 
were confifcated by thofe rapacious Barbarians* 
This was fuch a Lofs, as obliged us immediately to 
ftop our Payments, in fuch a Manner, that our 
Credit fufFered greatly; and it well ni{^h obliged 
Mr. Diaper to (hut up his Shop* He bore it him* 
felf like a Chriftian and a Philofopher; he could 
accufe himfelf of nothing that could impeach hie 
Chara£ter, and it was an Accident, that all the 
Forefight in the World could not have guarded 
againft: The Ships were not infured, and therefore 
there was no Remedy for the Difafter, and he was 
forced patiently to (it down with the total Lofs of 
near 20,000/. My Friend, however, would re- 
ceive no Comfort ; it was the Death to all thofe ^ 
flattering, delufive Hopes he had entertained of 
bis uninterrupted Happinefs with his dear Bellairm 
His Father had given his Confent to the Match, 
had, as a Prelude to it, taken him into Partnerfliip 
with him, and he was to have fet out in a Month 
to make that Beauty his own. He himfelf had as 
contemptible an Opinion of Wealth as it deferves ; 
but his Ambition centered folely in making her 
rich and happy, and extending the agreeable Views 
of Independency and Fortune to their future OfF- 
fpring. No Wonder if the Abortion of all thefe 
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Schemes, and the Lofs of fo engaging Profpefls, 
(hould give him the fcvereft Tortures ! I, on my 
Side, could not but rcfle£t that the Misfortune 
ivas alfo greatly mine; aSl my Hopes now of be- 
ing taken into the Partnerfliip, which ray worthy 
Mafter, as well as his Son, had promifed me I 
flioulJ, were in a Manner extind^, and;I*derpaired; 
more than ever, of pofkffingmy Louifa. Fortune- 
feemed toobftrudt me in all my Views and Defigns ; 
but I bore up under it, with more Conftancy thaii 
I Couid ever Hatter myfelf I (hould be able to do ; * 
and applied myfelf, by all the Means in my Power, 
to comfort my young Maftcr ; but he was incon- 
iblable, and, in the firfl Agonies of hirSouJ, wrote 
Word to Mifs Sukey of the bitter Lofs, in Terms 
of mingled Love and Dcfpair, I can't help giving 
the World the remarkable Anfwer he received from 
th^t Ladyj» which in fomc Meafure, when every 
TWrJg e!fe failed, reftored him to fome Relifli for 
Life. 

Dear Sir, 

I Received your melancholy Letter, with a fin- 
cere Grief and Senfibility of your late Mif- 
fortunes ; but don't miftake me, it was not occa- 
fioned at all by my bemg likely to fufFer by the 
Blow J far from it, my Love for Mr. Diaper was 
built upon other Foundations than the Hopes of 
Riches, or the Blandifliments of Fortune : Vour 

perfonal 
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perfonal Merit, Sir, your Worth, your Virtue and 
good Senfe, were the Inducements to give you 
my Heart, and no Accident of this Kind can ever 
deprive you of it. A little. Sir, a very little Por- 
tion of Wealth is fufficieht to make a Pair of fea- 
fonable Creatures 'happy; or, we'll fuppofe yoiz 
dripped of the common Needs of Life, yet 1 can 
lie pleafed aud happy, whilft I am fenfible your 
Mind is the fame. If we* mud; defer our U* 
nion longer on this Account, let us bear it witb 
l)ecoming Patience, and depend upon it nothing 
ihall ever alter my Sentiments towards you, or 
alienate my AiFedion from you, which is xqq pure . 
to fuiFer Decay. My Fortune you are acquaint- 
ed with already, and I hope you will think it fome- 
what more than a Compliment, wlien, with mf 
Brother's L^ave, I defire you would take it, even 
juft now, into your Hands, if any Application of 
it can be of Service to you: I will make you my 
Steward arid Guardian, but only take Notice of 
this, that you will be obliged to provide focnphoiif 
for the Owner, if it fhould not thrive: in youc 
Hands, but follow the Fortune of what you have 
already Joft. Dear Sir, let me defire you to cx« 
isrcife the fame Refignation to the Will of Provi^ 
dence that I do, and chearfuUy bear up under Ills 
^at cannot now be cured, but "may in TimQ be 
overcome. Adieu for the prefent> and be afiured^ 
Vol. I. O that f^^ 
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that Mr. Diaper is ever in the Mind and Thoughts 
of his afied^onate 

Susanna Bellair* 

Difinterefted Creature! generous Maid, may thy 
Excellencies prove a Pattern to thy Sex, and atone 
for the Faults of aThoufand lefs worthy fair Ones ! 
curfed be the Pen that prophanes the glorious, the 
refplendent Kind, vi^ith malicious Slander or in* 
venomed Satire! may that Writer, who arraigns 
them all withoot Diftindion, never be revived by 
their chearing Graces! may their delicate Softnefs 
of Soul, and innate Generofity, never footh his 
black, his gloomy Ideas, or chace away his medi« 
tative Spleen ! Come ye balmy Influences, ye Be-* 
ings breathiRg in^^ble Delight and fair uncloud- 
ed Peace, in all your radiant Beauties, and gild 
eac^iTduiky Scene of mortal Woe I Tranfported 
iivith the Knowledge of your Faritbfulnefs and 
Truth, your natural Redkude of Sentiment, your 
nice Difcernment, and the Joys you difFufe around 
you, f, raptured, hail that great creating Power,» 
whofe Works were cheaHefs dark, till you were 
formed) for fuch a precious valued Gift as you* 
It was then that lordly Man began to live, begait 
to tafle of Happinefs, furpailed by none but that oF 
Heaven lifelf ! *Twas you refined his grofs material*' 
Frame, and taught the every Haert that meliorates^ 
cur Souls I you are the Fountains whence * aH the 
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fuoeet Civilities of Life derive their Spring and 
Source! Pain, with all its writbing Pangs, its fell 
Diftortion?, vaniCbes before your gladdening Smiles ; 
and carkingCare, corroding Melancholy, with all 
its brooding Train of dark Chigoeras, fly your en- 
livening Glances ! 

Oh Woman! lonely Woman ! Nature formed you 
To temper Man, we bad been Brutes without yout; 

My Friend was no fooner refiored to hinfelf than, 
as if we were alternately to want each other's 
Aid, I drooped again, and refigned myfelf, with 
more Violence than before, to all the Gloom my 
dark Ideas fpread around me ; which went fo far 
3s to render me almoft incapable even of Bufinefs^ 
or common Converfation. My Mailer, good 
Mao, who ufed all bis Art to draw me from my 
untoward State, by Reafon and Argument, and 
who partly gueffbd the Condition of my Mind, by 
what he had heard pafs between me and bis Son at 
fcveral Tinaes, thought he ought to negle£); no 
longer informing my Father of my Situation, and 
his Fears of the Confequences ; and accordingly 
wrote bim Word, that if be thought the Country 
woidd contribute ta reftore me to myfdf, however 
he wanted me m London^ I fbould have Liberty to 
return into Yorkjblre for fome Time I was not 
apprized of this,, ffll one Morning he gave me a 
Iietter from Horne^ which came iodofed in an An- 
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fwer to him ; which, when he gave me, he told 
me, he feared it contained feme News that would 
be very (hocking to me; but put me in Mind, that 
we were vnth Patience to bear the Misfortunes 
Heaven permitted to fall upon us, and not by idle 
Murmurs againft its Difpenfations, or a too great 
Indulgence of Sorrow^ to provoke ftill more its 
Difpleafure. I was fiunned with this Preface, 
but, oh ! Heaven and Earth, what was my Situa- 
tion, when I read -the following Lines? 

My dear Son, 

WH EN I reflea upon the Vanity and Frail- 
ty of all mortal Joys, the Uncertainty of 
Life, the Pains we daily, hourly, ftruggle with, the 
Damp that fucceeds our full blown Hopes, and the 
Brevity of our Exiftence here, how much I defpife 
the Avidity and Eagernefs we exprefs in our 
worldly Purfuits ? Man that is torn of a Woman 
hath but ajbort Time to livej and is full of Mifery^ 
is the Sentence that awaits us at our Births, and 
we feel the fatal EfFeds of it, thro' the whole 
Courle of our Pilgrimage. Lee us then be relign* 
ed to the Difpofal of that Being, who orders every 
Thing aright, and whofe Ways an pajl finding out ; 
let us prefs forward to the End of our Race, and 
not fuiFer the Accidents, that befal us here, to dif> 1 
concert us in our Purfuits of a happier and better ^ 
State, which furely awaits us at the ^appointed . 

Time, 
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Time. Let us reftef); that we are formed for fuch 
Purpofes in this Life, as iminoderate Grief and 
overbearing Sorrow will unfit us for j and that we 
commit the greateft of Crimes, if we incapacitate 
ourfelves for thofe Ufes for which Providence has 
defigned us. You are young, you are capable of 
being ferviceable to yourfelf and others, God has i 

given you an upright Mind and an underflanding \ 

Heart; ftrive to exercife thofe Gifts in a proper 
Manner, by applying yourfelf to the Duties of 
your Profeffion. I command you to do fo as a 1 

Father, I exhort you as a Divine, I conjure you as ] 

a Cbriftian, and I call upon you as a Philofopher ! 
Oh, my Son ! I muft notwithftanding confcfa my ^' /; 
Weakncfs as a Man, and feel for you all the Pains .•Vi]i1^-i 
the mournful Intelligence I am going to give you ''-"-"" 1 
will occafion you ! Your poor Lout/a is no more 
— a fatal Illnefs carried her to the Joys of Immor* 
tality, near a Fortnight ago,-— in Somerfeiflnre* 
All the Country mourns the Lofs of fo much 
Goodnefs and Perfection, and your poor Mother 
IS inconfolable on her own Account, and diftrad- 
ed for Fear of the Confequences it may produce to 
you. We received this Advice from Sir Waltit 
himfelf, who fays now, he wiflies fome Things 
had not happened, which he fears gave her great 
Uneafinefs : He feems to feel all the Grief that a 
Father muft feel on fuch an Occafion, and as he, 
of his own Accord, fent for me to acquaint me 
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fitioit, the Starts of the bewildered Midtnan foam- 
ing in his Fits of Frenzy, methiaks, could be no 
more than a Pidure of what I felt at the Reading 
of this Letter, which fcon ^ung tine into a violent 
Fever, in the Deliriums of which, I inCef&ntly 
called out upon my lovely and unfortunate Lwifa. 
I recovered indeed, by the Strength of my Confii- 
tution, the Care of my Phyficians, and the kind 
Attendance of the Family, which was involved 
in more Grief on my Account, than on Ac- 
count of their own Misfortunes : But my Mind, 
quite jaded and fatigued, ftink into a State of fiu^ 
pid Quietifm, and I barely moved as it were hf 
Clockwork I and yet, that' I might have ftill an 
added Weight of AffliSiion, about this Time, my 
iekttfk Mafter, pttStA on every Sid^ by his Credit 
tors, was forced to confent to a SMuu of Bani^ 
rupuy^ in which his Soft was joined. How ie-^' 
lenely, Mrith what Fortitude this good Man beha- 
ved under (o grievous a Calamity, would (hame 
Defcrtption; he gave Way to no fretful Repin- 
ings, but feemed to meet the Ruin 6f his Aflairs, 
with a Compofure that aftoniflied every one that' 
knew the Happinefs and Profperity he had fallen 
from ! If he had any great Concern, it was on 
my Friend's Account, who, by this mortifying 
Stroke, was reduced to a NeceiBty of beginning the 
World anew, and who felt more pungent Sorrow 
than can be exprelTed. I was fo afflicted at the ill 
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Fortune of this well beloved Family, with whole 
Fate hxy own was fo linked, that I was incapable 
either of giving or receiving Comfort; and my- 
Mafter even descended fo far, as to endeavour to 
moderate the Tranfports of my Sorrow, with a 
Tendernefs that only fcrved to encreafe my Trou- 
ble. When the Commiffioners bad- concluded 
their. Proceedings, every Creditor received fixteen 
ShilKngs in the Pound, and vvcre fo afFe<aed with 
the F^^fs, Juftice, and Equity of Mr. Diaper's 
PcocwiQgs,? and the Regularity of his Accounts, 
4Jihat they profiered to take Half the Sum, if he 
would again enter into Trade; but he was now 
advanced in Years, and exprefled k> much Aver- 
fion to Launching out again into an Ocean of Diffi- 
culties, that they found it in vain to perfuade him, 
sind therefore made my Friend a Prefent of Three 
hundred Guineas, in Token of their RefpeS. My 
Mafter had ftill his Wife's Jointure to live upon, 
which he faid would be abundantly fufficient to 
make the Remainder of his Days happy, in a Re- 
treat, free from the Noife, Hurry, and Unccr- 
Uinties of the bufy Life he bad led, and which 
now he was quite fick of; *twas near 200 L per 
jfnn. on which the Creditors could form no Pre- 
tfenfions, and indeed were fo far from doing it,, 
that they made bis Lady a Prefent of great Part 
of her Plate, and other valuable Moveables. When 
all the infernal Hurry of this Affair was over, my 
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Mafter called me to him one Morning, and thus 
addrefled me : '^ My dear Thwnpfon^ you fee the 
^^ End of all my Pains and Care to provide, as I 
.^' intended to do, for your Friend, and the Difap- 
^< pointments that have ruined my Schemes o^ 
<< Happinefs \ and that now I have left but juft 
•* enough in the World to live in a genteel Privacy 
•« with my Family : Alas ! my Dear, one of my 
•' greateft Troubles fprings from the Knowledge 
'< I have, that I can't do the Juftice I in|||dQ(l to 
** your Merit, Fidelity, and the Affedion you have 
«( ever (hewn to me and mine, which, ho\^ 
«* ever, I hope Heaven will gradoufly reward, in 
** the future Courfe of your Life/* Here the 
good Man wept, and my Tears flowed without 
Intermiffion : I could juft bring out, << Oh ! Sir,— ^^ 
•* you are too kind 5 — I don't deferve a Thought 
*< of your's (hould be thrown away upon me; 
<< your Misfortunes prefs me too hard ! I ihall ne- 
** ver overcome them. Say not fo. Child, I be- 
*• feech you, he replied/" and, after fome Paufe, 
went on thus, <' I had fondly hoped to have 
«* made you for ever one of my Family, as you 
** know, by taking you into the Buiinefs, which 
^' I (hould then have retired from, and left to 
'< you and my Son, whofe Love to you is greater 
<« than that of a Brother; but you fee Providence 
<^ has otherwife difpofed of Events, and we muft 
^ reft fomented. My Son, I find, is quite averfe' 
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•< to following bis Biifineft, an* I am making 
«« Intercft to get him to go to the E^ft- Indies^ in 
•' Quality of one of the Company's Supercargoes j 
^ in which P6ft he imagines he may bare an Op« 
*^ portunlty of acquiring another Fdrtune, fiifficient 
•^. tamiake him happy with the young Lady ydtt 
**' aire acquainted with. I will ever lludy to cfo 
^ yoo, my Dear, aH the Service I am capable of; 
*' and my Intereft in the World, I thank Gody 
^^ is not in the leaft aiieded by my late Difafter. 
*' I am fenfible you muft wait your good* Father's 
*' PleaCure, befofe you can dietermine as fo your 
«& Deftination; and, till you hear from him, let 
^ my Houft in the Country be your Elome: 1 
here give you up yoar Indenture, and fet you 
ftet from all Obligations of Servitude; y^m 
'^ have behaved too well for me to deny you 
*« the little Time that is to run of the kven 
•^ Years, and I would not oblige you to fcrve 
** any one elfe as an Apprentice. I hope your 
*^ Mind will recover its former Serenity, and I 
^^ advife you to take Care of your Conduufi, fee* 
'' ing, if you enter into Bufinefs, as I fuppofe you 
^^ intend, you will iind a &ir Character will ever 
^* be your greateft Good in all the Dealings you 
" will be engaged in. You are now your own 
«^ Mailer, and I hope you will behave in fuch a 
<« Manner, as to be an Honour and Credit to me, 
*< a Bleffing to your Parents, and of Service m 
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'< Mankind.'' My Heart was To full, I coiiM rc^ 
turn no other Anfwer, than my kiffing bis Haad^ 
and bathing it mtb my Tears; and the Idea of 
the total Lofs of my Friend's Compaity (for I bad 
never beard him mention his Defig^ of going 
Abroad) was more than I coaU wdl bear. My 
Miftrefs and her Son foon after entered the Roomt 
and gave me Joy of my Freedom ; wtncb I informed 
them was not a State at all different from what I bad 
ever enjoyed, from the firft Minute I was bound 
Apprentice, by their Kindnefs and Goodnefs. Mr; 
Diaper would provide a Supper upon the Occafion, 
and we fpent the Night as agreeably as we could 
be fuppofed to do after all the late Occurrences. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

Mr. Diaper di/covers bis Purpofe to Thomp- 
fon, — He takes Leave ef Mfs Belkur. — * 
Is accompamed to Gravefend by Thomplbn 
and Prig — Their tender Parewel. — He em-^ 
harks for China,— -Afe^/J with an old Ac- 
quaintance at Blackwall. — Her Story^ and 
Death. — T^heyfave a Woman from drowning. 
'^IVho Jhe proves to be. — Sequel of her Story. 

AS foon as my Friend and myfelf were alone, 
I poured out my Complaints of bis Un- 
kindnefs to me, in defigning to leave me alone aifd 
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forlorn, to ttihpt the Rage of angry Seas, andT 
tempeftoous Skies, with all the Dangers of unufuat 
Climates: He told me he had refolved not to ap- 
prize mepf it till he wa» fure of the Time of hi» 
going, as he could not bear to anticipate m7' 
Uneafinefs i that he had great Confii£)s with him- 
felf, before he came to the Refolutioit of going 
Abroad, but found it the readied Way to regain 
the State he had loft, and to make himfelf, and his 
charming Bellahy happy. I told him \ thought 
fais had no Occafion to attempt, by this Way, to 
acquire a Fortune ; that he might be fure of Mifs 
Sirib/s venturing all for his Sake, and that, as my 
Father would, no <Ioubt, put me into Trade with 
five or fix Thoufand Pounds, which fhould be em*, 
ployed in our mutual Behoof; with his Father's 
Sett of Cuftomers, and our Afliduity, we might 
foon be in: a Condition not to be defpifed. He 
embraced me at this Offer, but defired me not to 
dUTuade him from his Refolution; which only 
gave him Pain, as he was to part from the Obje<a 
of his Wi(hes> fo dear a Friend, and fuch good 
Parents; and then refuming a Vivacity, which 
had been long baniflied from him, cried our, Come^ 
my dear Boy, I prefage that we (hall both yet . be 
completely happy, if you can but forget one fatal 
Stroke, which I hope you will, before I fee ycu 
again*. I was obliged, at length, to acquiefce, with 
a forrowful Heart, to his Refolves, and attended 
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him to take Leave of Mifs BeUair^ who was come 
to Town a few Days fince with her Brother aiid 
bis Family, and he had already viitted them, and 
rcluAantly brought her to confent to his Going,. 
He was to embark in two Days Time, and was on 
the Morrow to take his Leave of the Directors, 
who had appointed him a very good Station, that 
of Canton in China. Their Adieu was too tender 
for even the Standers-by to fupport, with dry 
£yes ; and, after Vows of eternal Truth and Con- 
ftancy, they parted, but both of them, as well as^ 
Mr. Bellair and his Spoufe, infifted I fhould vifit 
them as often as I poilibly could ; which I promtied, 
with a great deal of Pleafure. The Parting be«- 
tween him and his Parents was little lefs tender, and 
he fet out the next Evening with myfelf and Prig^ 
who were refolved not to leave him till we faw the 
Ship under Sail. We arrived at Gravefend at about 
Ten o'clock at Night, and he found at the Swan^ 
the reft of his Brother Supercargoes, who were 
appointed to the fame Ship, the — , of thirty- 
two Guns, and 150 Men, commanded by Captain 
Friendly. We fpent two Days here very agreeably, 
fave that the continual Gloom of my Mind gave 
my Friend great Uneafinefe, who charged Prig 
to be as much with me as pofiible, and endeavour, 
all he could, to divert my Melancholy; telling 
him he fhould exped his Friend at his Hands, fafe 
and well^ at his Return, Prig had indeed' be* 
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haved, ever fince our Arrival from Yorhjhire^ wiif^ 
io^uch Friendfliip and RcipeA, and his Cbara^Ver 
was. iQ much altered, that we both conceived a 
great VaU|( fpr bim^ which vfas heightened by the 
difinteveBed Concern he had ihewed in the late 
Tranfafiions of my Maftei, who had been of 
great Service to him in his Profeffion. The Wind 
fliifting favourably, and every Thing ready for 
Sailing, now began the Taik of Parting, which 
we were both incapable to fupport with the De- 
cency we had refolved to fupport it ; we wepty and 
betrayed fo much real Sorrow, as amazed ^I the 
Standers-by \ rough, unpolilhed Seamen^ who were 
not capable of the delicate Senfations, fo warm and 
lively a Friendfhip as ours was capable of infpir- 
ing. Far as our Eyes could firain, we marked 
each other, till the leilening Ship intirely mocked 
the Sight. A thoufand Times I implored the mer- 
ciful Ruler of the World to return him in Safety to 
his Friends Embraces, and his native Country, 
happy and profperous ! We returned to London by 
Water, the next Morning, in a Boat we had hired 
for that Purpofe \ and, pai&ng by Blackwallj our 
Curiofity led us on Board a Ship that was receiving 
the Criminals, from three or four covered Lighters, 
for Tranfportation to the American Colonies, As we 
were attentively viewing thefe unhappy, harden- 
ed Wretches, as they came up the Ship's Side, a 
Woman, in tattered Weeds, all pale and wan, 
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with the Symptoms bf Death in her Face, who 
was forced to be fupported up the Side hj feveradi 
Sailors, arrefted my Sight, and prefented the Re^ 
mains of a Face, that, metboaght, I very weK 
remembered, and foon recoUeAed to be that of the 
pedidious and defignrng Nannyy -who had ferved 
me fuch a Trick, in Conjun£tion with Packer^ and 
laid the Foundation of all my former Difquiet?. 
Her Condition, notwithftandiog, gave me Pain, 
and (be no iboner fixed her Eyes on me, than (he 
fainted away. As foon as flie recovered her SenfeS^ 
I would have gone away ; but ihe called me with a 
weak and hollow Voice, and defired to fpeak t6 
me. I approached her, and the poor Creatur6r 
fell upon her Knees, and hoped I would forgive her 
for the Injuries ihe had formerly done me ; to 
which I was going to reply, when one of the Of- 
ficers offered me the Ufe of his Cabbin, if the young 
Woman had any Thing to fay to me; which I 
accepted, and (be crawled in after us, as well as 
fhe could, where fhe addrefied herfelf to me in 
this Manner: " Oh! Sir, how Ihall I look you 
** in the Face, after what you know of me ! that 
<* Villain, that firft debauched me, foon after you 
<< fo juftly abandoned me, left me in Want and 
*' Mifcry, which obliged me to feek a Subfidence, 
*< by the moft abhorred of Ways, that of Pro- 
*' fiitution at an Houfe of ill Fame in Covent'- 
*^ Garden, where he bad before often carried me, 
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** and would have perfuaded me to go to lodger* 
^ Here I was long fubjed to the loathfome £m- 
■*^ braces of all Comers and Goers^ till a vile Oif^ 
•*' temper obliged me to undergo a Salivation ; 
'^^ which, being unlkilfuliy managed, left me in a 
*< moil deplorable Condition, having totally ruined 
*< my Complexion and Conftitution. Perfed 
^ Want induced me, one Night, to pick a Gen- 
<' tieman's Pocket, who pafled thro' the Strand^ 
<* for which Fa& 1 was tried at the Old Bailr^ and 
*^ am ordered for Tranfportation, to which yon 
** may perceive I am going, with the reft of thefe 
** unhappy Creatures. I am fo ill now, that I can 
*« fcarce fupport myfclf, whilft I tell you this, and 
•* hope a few Hours will eafe me of all my Mi- 
** feries together, by Death F I truft I have made 
.** my Peace with Heaven ;. and, if you will mer- 
" cifully forgive me, I (ball die with Satisfaftion.*^ 
She wept, and I told her I freely forgave her, and 
hoped, as fhe had repented of her Crimes, Heaven 
would forgive her too. She (hewed the utmoft 
Joy at this, and, whilft fome Refre(hments were 
providing, which we ordered for her, I a(ked 
her if her Father and Mother were alive 5 but (He 
informed me they were both dead, and (he fear- 
ed had broke their Hearts, at the bad Courfes (he 
had taken ; the Remembrance of which drew 
a Sigh, which feemed to proceed from the Bot- 
tom of her Heart, Wc both gave her Money, 
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and hoped flie would live to make Amends for her 
Faults, and once more be happy ; which Words 
were hardly out of our Mouths, when Ihe dropped 
down before us, and, upon (looping to raife her 

up, we found the unfortunate Woman had breath- 
ed her laft. 

So fudden an Exit furprifed us, and we could 
not help reflecting on the Incident, as a frefh Marie 
of the Superintendency of Providence, which had 
diredled me to call on Board that Veflel, by which 
I was able to fpeak Peace and Comfort to the Soul: 
of this departing Inftance of its Difpleafure. 

Our Boat had fcarce carried us half a Mile from 
this melancholy Scene of human Wretchednefs, 
when another Boat, in paffing us, ran foul of » 
Ship's Hawfer, ^ and overfet, before we had eveii' 
an Opportunity to fix our Eyes upon it, fo much 
as to difcern if there were any Pailengers in it ; but 
we ordered our Waterman to lie upon his OarSf. 
to be of what Service we poifibly could, if there 
were any Peffons in Danger. Prefently a Womaa 
popped her Head above Water, at fome Diftance 
from our Stern ; and, at the fame Time, the Wa- 
terman came up, and began to fwim towards us, 
and we foon took him in, whiift the Woman funk 
again, before Afiiftance could be given her, there 
happening to be no Boat but ours r^ar us, at the 
Time this unfortunate Accident happened. Wc 
watched earneftly her riling the fecond Time, 
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which (he did juft at our Boat's Side, when I feize^^ 
her by the Arm, and fupporced her, with her Head- 
above Water, till Prig and the Waterman came to' 
my Affiftance, and helped me to draw her in. She' 
happened to be the only Paflenger, fo that we ap- 
plied ourfelves to bring her to her Senfes, and held 
her up till fhe had voided a prodigious Quantity of 
Water, which fhe had fwallowed 5 and then (he be- 
gan to revive, Mr. Prig having, with a Penknife,' 
tU> /' ^""7 dexteroufly opened a Vefn in her Arm. We' 
^ ordered out Man to row to the Surry Shore, and, 
landing, the two Watermen bore her between^ 
them to a Public-houfe, where we got the Land- 
lady to pot her to Bed^ itnd were refolved to wait 
tyi ihe was fomewhat recovered of her Weaknefs^ 
and to fee her Home, as Ihe appeared^ by her Ha-* 
bit, to be no mean Woman. 

Towards Noon fhe got Up, and came down 
Stairs into the Room we were fitting in, and re- 
turned us her Thanks in a very grateful Manner, 
for having faved her Life. I difcovered, the Mi- 
nute I heard the Voice, fomewhat, mcthought^ 
in the Tone and Manner of ir, that was a 
little known to my Ears 5 and when, thereupon, 
I looked her fteadily in the Face, we both mutually 
betrayed Signs of Amazement, I difcovering my 
Vauxhall Harlot once more, and {he the Bcnefaftor 
who had relieved her, after her being ducked by 
the Mob a long Time before. The Confufion fhe 
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was in, and the Alteration her halMrowned Con«» 
dition had made in her Face and Cloaths, when (he 
yras in the Boat,, had hindered my Recc^nitton of 
Tier th€n ; hut now, I cried out. What, Mrs. Trifh* 
Jey once more obliged to me ? adding. Why, my 
Friend Pr(f , this, and the Adventure before, would 
found very romantically, if they were to be related ; 
however, Tm glad to fee you. Madam, fo well ha- 
bited, and hope you have forfaken your old Courfes. 
She was fo aftoni(hed,'{be could not fpeak for fome 
Minutes; but, at length, afiumed Courage, and 
addrefled us thus : 

SEQUEL oftbcSt§rytfMruTKi^BZY. 

NOtwithftanding the bad Ufage, Sir, you re-^ 
ceived by my Connivance, Heaven has made 
you my Benefador and Saviour ; at once you have 
fkved me from prefent and future Deftrudion, for 
your Goodnefs, more than any Thing elfe, deter- 
mined me to forfake the vicious Courfes* I was en- 
gaged in, and now you have given me my Life : 
Would to God, Sir, it were in my Power to make 
you a proper Return for thefe BlefEngs ; but, as I 
am fenfible of the Generofity of your Mind, I 
know it will pleafe you to hear that an unfortunate 
Fellow-creature is raifed, by your Means, from the 
lowcft Depth of Mifery to Happinefs. 

No Creature fure could be in greater Diftrefs' 
of Body, or under greater Tortures of Soul, than 
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I was, when you faw me fo cruelly ufed by the bar- 
barous Hands of the unrelenting Mob. You ge- 
fieroufly relieved me from the firft, and your kind' 
Exhortations and the Refolutions I made, confe- 
quent thereto, in great Meafure, calmed the latter^ 
All that Day, I c^iofe out the mod unfrequented 
Fields, and, by walking about, dried my Cloaths 
upon my Back, mean while pondering what I 
{hould take to for my future Subfiftence, and to 
fupport me free fnxn the wretched Ways I had 
ufed, and the Company who had been my Ruin. 
I came of good Parents, who died fome Years be* 
fore my Lapfe from Goodnefs, leaving only myfelf 
and a Brother, who was now^I knew a fubftantial 
Farmer in the County of ili!uU2^;r;butbehad(hewit 
to much Detefiationof me^,cn account of the Cour- 
£es I bad taken> that I.found no Encouragement 
in the Thought of fiingkig myfelf upon his Mercy 
and Protedlion. I .was mufing thus in my Way to- 
Tawn, and by the Slownefs of my Motion^ and 
Want of Attention to my Way, to be fure looked 
like one of thofe Creatures I had fbrmerly beenj^ 
when a Man on Horfeback> in the Road, called to 
me in a familiar Strain^ and aiked me. How I did, 
and if I would grant him a certain Favour ? I turn- 
ed my Eyes up at the Sound of the Voice, and per- 
ceived it was the very Brother I bad been thinking 
of fo intently, tho* I was certain, from the great 
Alteration a Length of Time had mades he could 
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not poffibly know me. I thought this Meeting was 
providential, and was willing to humour the Mat* 
ter, to fee what Lengths he might poffibly go, be- 
fore he knew me ; and accordingly with a ihy Aic 
attempted to crofs the Road, at fome Diftance be<« 
low iiim, on which he alighted, and, catching me 
by the Arm, was going to ufe me fomewhat rough* 
]y, for no Pafiengers were coming by; when I 
cried. Come, Brother, you are attempting to com- 
mit a greater Crime than you ipiagine. Thefe 
Words, and the Sound of my Voice, ftruck him 
all on an Heap, and he was fome Time before he 
came to himfelf, when I fell on my Knees, told 
him my forlorn Condition, my late praife-worthy 
Refolutions, and begged him to believe me, and 
fliield me from Vice and Poverty ! 

He melted, at length, and, raifing me, carried 
me to a Public-houfe at fome Diftance, where he 
difplayed all that Love and AfFe£lion, which, tho' 
it may be for a Time fiifled, by little Ruffles and 
Accidents of Life, yet muft ftill, one Time or 
other, revive again, in the Bofoms of near Rela- 
tions, let their. Mifconduft be ever fo .notorious, 
and got an Horfe there for me to ride Home with 
himupon. lunderflood his Wife bad been dead near 
a Twelve- month, and had left him two Children, 
the Care of whom and his Houfe became my Pro- 
vince ; where I have lived ever fince, in the utmoft 
Calm and Content, hoping God will accept my fin- 
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cere Repentance, and Amendment, and gracioufly 
pudon the ntiinetous Crimes I have committed. I 
was going to GrtemuUb^ when the late unfortunate 
Acddent happened to m«, iriiich you, Sir, and 
that Gentleman fo generously relieved me ffom* 
Cor which I (hall piay for eternal BlcHtngs on your 
Heads. 

We were ptealed with this (hort Narration, ca- 
refled her, and encouraged her in her Purruit of 
Virtue and Sobriety; and, after Dinner, few her 
into another Boat, in which fhe purfued her Voy- 
age, and we, fuR of the odd Adventures we had 
met with, returned to Ltnehi, 
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